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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we reach a momentous turning point in the journey of Klal Yisrael through the midbar. On the twentieth of
Iyar in the second year, the cloud of glory lifts from the Mishkan, signaling that it is time to travel. We see the beautiful,
orderly way the camps set out from the wilderness of Sinai toward Paran, marching under their respective flags exactly as

Hashem commanded Moshe Rabbeinu.

We also learn of the warm, heartfelt conversation between Moshe and his father-in-law, Chovav (Yisro). Moshe pleads with
him to join the nation on their journey to Eretz Yisrael, promising hima share in the goodness Hashem has in store for them.
Although Chovav initially wishes to return to his own land, Moshe urges himto stay and serve as a guide in the wilderness.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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fromupon the cloud  lifted  of the month on the twentieth the second in the month the second in the year And it was
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in Choreb theyspent  days ten less  months . twelve saying  yourself youfind  thesecond Inthe month
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of theyear of Eyar the twentieth until did theyjourney andnot there theyencamped Sivan the monthof ontheheadof — since
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the coming
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the cloud anditrested Sinai from the wilderness of on their journeys Yisrael the children of and they journeyed
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Paran in the wilderness of
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is last andwho  isfirst ~ who theirbanners for the journeyof thatisexplained accordingtotherule for theirjourneys
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from the journey theyencamped andthere — was Paran  inthe wilderness of hattavah  Kibroth Paran  Inthe wilderness of
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Moshe by the hand of Hashem the word of by in the first ~ And they journeyed
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and over according to their first Yehudah  the children of the camp of the banner of And traveled

legions
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Amminadav  the son of Nachshon itslegion
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Zuar son of Nethanel Yissachar  the children of the tribe of the army of and over
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Chelon  the son of Eliab Zevulun the children of the tribe of the army of and over
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the carriers of Merari  and the sons of  Gershon  the sons of and journeyed the Tabernacle And was taken down
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)

iz} 121 TAON 0323 AT '?J'f youw 112 .ownn TN

and took down andhissons Aharon entered = Yehudah thedivisionof journeyed Assoonas the Tabernacdle And wastakendown
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when setting forward and hissons Aharon andshall come asitissaid  the Ark — withit andcovered the Partition Vail —
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and loaded the Tabernacle dismantled Merari andthesonsof Gershon and the sons of chapter4 Bamidbar  the camp
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covered remained ~ Kehas thesonsof theburdenof of theSanctuary and thevesselsof andthe Ark on the wagons it
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the Kohathites andset forward andafterthat Reuven thecampof thedivisionof setout wuntil thepoles upon andplaced
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son of Elitzur its legion and over according to their Reuven the campof the bannerof And set out
legions

TN

Shedeur

Pasuk 9

DTY OME 12 NOMPY TRy a3 oun 3R oW

Shaddai  Tzuri the sonof  Shelumiel Shimon  the children of the tribe of the host of and over
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Deuel the son of  Eliasaph ~ Gad the children of the tribe of the host of and over
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theirarrival by  the Mishkan ~—  and they setup the sacred objects the carriers of the Kehathites And they journeyed
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that are holy things  the bearersof the Sanctuary the bearers of
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the journeyof them  preceding whowere Merari andthesonsof Gershon thesonsof the Tabernade —  Andtheysetup
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the encamping and the signof  rested  the cloud when the Tabernacle — erect they would  divisions two
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were coming Kehas thesonsof and whilestill encamped andthey Yehudah the campof overthe divisionof wasseen
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— erecting  Merari and thesonsof Gershon thesonsof were the last divisions the two with after them
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the Ark  intoit and theybrought its foundation upon it theyfound  Kehas thesonsof andwhencame the Sanctuary
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Kehas thesonsof of theirarrival before until it the Tabernacle
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Elishama itslegion and over by theirlegions  Ephraim  the children of the camp of the banner of And setout
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zur Pedah the son of Gamliel Menashe the children of the tribe of the host of and over
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Gidoni sonof Avidan  Binyamin the children of the tribe of the host of And over
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by their divisions  the camps ~ forall the rearguard Dan the children of the campof the standard of And set out
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in troops abundant Dan  of thetribe thatwas because  Yerushalmi Talmud thecamps  ofall  the gatherer
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whosays  one thereis tohim returnit hewould athing losing  thatwas who andanyone at the rear traveling it was
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and thereis shall theyjourney so theyencamp justas from it  and he derives traveling  they were like a box
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Talmud the camps ofall  thegatherer from it  andhe derives traveling  theywere likeabeam those whosay
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chapter five  Eruvin Yerushalmi
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Ochran  son of Pagiel Asher  the children of the tribe of the host of and over
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Finan sonof  Achira Naftali  the children of the tribe of the host of and over
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according to their Yisrael the children of were the journeys of These
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legions

!

AMYOR 70 M SYyon PN

their journeyings the order of thisis the journeysof These are
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theytraveled  that  ontheday And theyjourneyed
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to we are journeying Moshe father-in-law of the Midianite Reuel son of toChovav Moshe And said
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Yisrael concerning good hasspoken Hashem
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and why four Shoftim Moshe father-in-law of Chovav from the sons of asitissaid  Yisro he Chovav
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Chovav  inthe Torah  one aparsha thatheadded accountof on Yisro tohim were many andnames father
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Sifrei  etcetera the Torah —  account thatheloved on
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theland areentering we days three within immediately  the place to we We are journeying
Wony  N7N DN PR 039Y M by wel NI My yonaw
that they sinned  but Yisrael the Land of toenter condition on theyjourneyed  thefirst  this foronjourney
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there see wouldenter thathe andhebelieved uponhim
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will I go my birthplace andto myland to rather but willlgo not tohim And he said
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my family for the sake of whether my property for the sake of whether mybirthplace andto myland  To
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in the wilderness our camping you know therefore . because us leave  please donot And he said
2030y % nom
T 2 T T T

aseyes forus and you shall be
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Yisro converted not theywillsay sothatnot entreaty anexpressionof but  please Thereisnot  leave please  Donot
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for them that thereisnot thathesaw  now  intheland aportion forthe converts thatthereis hewas believing out of love
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there hisway andwent heleft them a portion
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forus thatwere done and mightydeeds miracdles andyousaw inthe wilderness ourencampments you have known
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they have come because - for 19 Bereishis ~ youhave passed because - for 38 Bereishis
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33 Bereishis ~ yourface Thaveseen because - for 19 Bereishis
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every future anexpressionof anotherexplanation likeits Targum  past  anexpressionof  foreyes tous And youshall be
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that youshall be another explanation  oureyes enlightening youwillbe fromoureyes thatwillbe hidden and matter matter
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Sifrei  thestranger — andyoushalllove ten Devarim asitissaid of oureyes like theeyeball uponus beloved

WAy MM vV WK NI (BT MM uRy Ten 0y M

withus Hashem will dogood — which that the goodness and itshallbe withus yougo if and itshall be
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toyou and we will do good
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— dividing Yisrael ~ whenwere theysaid tohim didtheydo goodness what that the goodness  And it shall be
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from dividing and theyleftit cubits fivehundred by cubits five hundred Yericho  of  thefertile part was  theland
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and between this andbetween shalltakeit he  inhisportion the Sanctuary the House of thatwill be built whoever they said
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father-in-law of the Kenite and the childrenof asitissaid Rechav thesonof toYonadav Yisro tothechildrenof theygaveit that
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one Shoftim etcetera the palms from the city of wentup Moshe
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the covenantof and the Arkof  days three a journey of Hashem from the mountain of And they journeyed
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a resting place for them tosearchout  days three ajourney of before them wasjourneying Hashem
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desiring the Holy One because was ~ one  inaday theywent days three  adistanceof  days three Ajourney of
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Sifrei  immediately intothe Land tobring them
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three adistance of before them anditpreceded were placed the Tablets the broken pieces of andinit  tothewar  with them
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chaptersix ~ Shekalim Yerushalmi Talmud  there encampment aplaceof forthem toprepare days
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the camp  from in their journeying by day was over them Hashem And the cloud of
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from the four four in their journeys are written  clouds Seven byday wasuponthem Hashem And the cloud of
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theirencamping from the place of  the camp ~ From

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details the precise order of the journey, beginning with the division of Yehudah, followed by the dismantling of
the Mishkan by the Gershonites and Merarites. Next came the division of Reuven, followed by the Kohathites carrying the
holy vessels, then the division of Ephraim, and finally the division of Dan as the rear guard. The section concludes with the
nation traveling a three-day distance from Har Hashem, led by the Aron HaBris which searched out a resting place for them,

all while the cloud of Hashemsshielded them fromabove by day.
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Look at how beautifully organized the journey of Klal Yisrael was in the midbar. When the cloud lifted, they did notrunin a

chaotic rush. Every single shevet had its designated place, its leader, and its specific holy task. The Gershonites and Merarites
carried the heavy structure of the Mishkan, while the Kohathites carried the sacred vessels, moving in perfect coordination so
that the home for Hashem's presence would be rebuilt the very moment they arrived. Even in the middle of a dusty,

unpredictable wilderness, there was a beautiful order, a sacred structure.

My dear friend, our daily lives can often feel like a chaotic trek through a wilderness. We are pulled in a dozen different

directions by our parnassah, our families, and our daily obligations, and it is easy to feel overwhelmed and disorganized. But
the Torah is teaching us a profound lesson in avodah: holiness requires order. When we bring structure to our day—setting
fixed times for learning, preparing for our tefillos, and handling our responsibilities with calm deliberation rather than frantic

rushing—we create a vessel for the Shechinah to rest in our lives, even when we are on the move.

When we live with a plan, we are not just reacting to the world; we are marching with purpose under the cloud of Hashem.

Like the Kohathites and Gershonites, we must know what our specific job is in this moment and do it with care and order.

Today, choose one area of your daily routine—whether it is your morning tefillah, your set time for learning Torah, or your

preparation for Shabbos—and bring a new level of calm, deliberate order to it, refusing to let it be rushed or chaotic.
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