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KORACH - 3RD ALIYAH

L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we see the terrifying and awesome moment when Hashem's middas hadin is unleashed upon the rebels. After
Moshe Rabbeinu begs Hashemnot to destroy the entire congregation for the sin of a few, Hashem commands the Bnei
Yisrael to separate themselves from the tents of Korach, Dasan, and Aviram. Moshe warns the people that if these men die a
natural death, it would mean his mission was not from Hashem, but if the earth opens its mouth and swallows themalive, it
will be an undeniable sign that they have spurned the Creator.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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saying Aharon andto Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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inaninstant  them and I will destroy this the congregation from the midst of Separate yourselves
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one  shall the man  flesh of all the spirits ~ God of O God and they said theirfaces upon And they fell
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will You be angry the congregation all  and upon sin
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flesh akingof andblood flesh like the attribute of Yourattribute is not thoughts Whoknows thespirits ~ Godof  God
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whenhe  therefore thesinneris who know hedoesnot aprovince apartof againsthim against whom rebelled and blood
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thesinneris who doYou andknow  the thoughts all  arerevealed before You  You but  allof them he punishes isangry
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well  the HolyOne said  willbeangry the congregation all with andyou thesinner heis one the man
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there sinned not andwho sinned who and makeknown know I youhave spoken
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saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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and Aviram  Dasan Korach the dwelling of fromaround withdraw  saying  the congregation to  Speak
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Korach the dwellingof from the surroundings of ~ withdraw  like its translation Getyouup
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Yisrael the elders of afterhim and followed and Aviram Dasan to and went Moshe And rose
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did theydo butnot respect tohim thatthey would show thinking ~ Moses And Moses rose
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the wicked the men the tents of fromnear please turnaway saying  the congregation to  And he spoke
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their sins inall yoube sweptaway lest istheirs that  anything touch anddonot these

Pasuk 8

DTIXY T IR DTAINLINT M ewm byn abyn

and Aviram and Dasan fromallaround and Aviram Dasan Korach the dwelling of fromupon and they withdrew
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and their little ones and their children and their wives  theirtents  at the entrance of standing went out
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17 Aleph  Shmuel like andtoblaspheme torevile erect  withstature stationing themselves they came out
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Tanchuma  of Golyas  days forty and he stationed himself
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of law the court for behold dissension grievousis how andsee come and theirlittle ones and theirsons and their wives
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until  above of oflaw and the court hairs two  hebrings until except punish  doesnot below  of
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there breasts sucklingsof even perished andhere years twenty
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the deeds allof — todo sentme  Hashem that youshallknow bythis  Moshe And said

9291 N9 o> PN

frommy heart not that these
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toAharon togive the Divine Command the wordof by that Idid these the deeds all — todo
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the Kehathite prince of and Elitzafan priesthood deputies of and his sons high priesthood
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not uponthem isvisited mankind all and the fate of these die mankind  all  like the deathof If
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hassentme Hashem

i)
B9y pRin XM T SRYTR B3R oncy CaR KPR cambw 'm KD
againstme disputes he  andwithjustice of myownaccord everything made I but sent me Hashem not
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all and — them and swallows itsmouth — the earth  and opens Hashem will create acreation Butif
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these the men have provoked that then you shallknow  to the pit alive  and they descend is theirs  that
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is andwhat now until anyman byit hasdied thatnot withadeath them toputtodeath Hashem will create
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the creation
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the HolyOne —  they have provoked that youwillknow then andswallowthem itsmouth — theearth  andshould open
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from the six for the earth amouth acreation andif explained and our Rabbis havespoken the Almighty from the mouthof andI
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110  Sanhedrin  Hashem willcreate not andif wellandgood  Creation  daysof

Pasuk 12

TR TRIRT YREM PN OOI2T0 92 DX 7277 NP> M

that the ground  and split open these the words  allof — to speak ashe finished And it was
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was under them
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the people all and — theirhouseholds and —  them and she swallowed itsmouth —  the earth and she opened
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the possessions  all and — belonged to Korach  who
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the earth  overthem anditclosed tothe depths alive  belonged tothem  that  andall they And they wentdown
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the congregation from the midst of and they perished




Pasuk 15

IPINT Y720 712 MY D DPP? 01 DIPN2°30 WK PRI 9
the earth  she swallow us lest theysaid for attheirvoice fled were around them  who Israel And all
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their swallowing upon that wentout thesound onaccountof at theirvoice fled
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men  and two hundred the fifty — anditconsumed Hashem from wentforth And a fire
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the incense  who were offering
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saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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nNwI AR nRmRI AN B 1RO TION 12 PPN DX RN
the burning frombetween the fire pans  —  and he shalllift the Kohen Aharon sonof  Elazar to Say
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they became holy for  beyond scatter the fire and —
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the censers  thatisinside thefire and —
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the censers  fromoff tothe ground  yonder  scatter
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service  vesselsof theymade them  since for benefit and theyare forbidden  the censers  they became holy  for
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hammered sheetsof  them  and they shall make at the cost of their lives these the sinners  the fire pansof ——
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and they shallbe and they became holy Hashem before they offered them for for the altar asa plating  plates
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Yisrael to the children of  for a sign
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against because they rebelled against theirsouls transgressors whobecame against theirsouls  these the sinners
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the Holy One blessed be
He
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flattened  beaten out
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in foreign tongue tendus beatenthin metal sheets  plates
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the copper  for the altar of  for the altar an overlaying
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concerning whodisputed from those were these that they will say foraremembrance forasign And they shall be
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and were burnt  the priesthood
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those who were burned  they offered that the copper  the fire pansof ~—  the Kohen Elazar And he took
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for the Altar asa plating  and they hammered
them
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in Old French etendre and they extended them
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isnot  who  anoutsider aman shall approach not . so that Yisrael to the children of a reminder
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like Korach he shallbe and not Hashem before incense to burn he Aharon  of the seed of
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tohim Moshe by the hand of Hashem spoke as and like his assembly
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like Korach he shallbe thatnot inorder like Korach heshallbe and not
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to Hespoke Aharon concerning concerning him  like  tohim Moshe by the handof Hashem hadspoken as
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isnot  who stranger aman shallapproach  not therefore priests and hissons  he  that theyshouldbe Moshe
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their explanation speaking nextto thatareadjacent andtothem andtohim tome every andso etcetera Aharon of the seed of
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diditwrite andnot Moshe bythehandof and whatis Korah isconcerning and its Midrashic concerning  is like
explanation
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Moshe wasstricken justas withleprosy thattheyarestricken the priesthood against tothose whodispute ahint Moshe to
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chapter26 I HaYamim Divrei withleprosy Uzzah wasstricken this
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and against Moshe against on the morrow Yisrael the children of the congregation of all of And they complained
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the Tentof to andthey turned Aharon andagainst Moshe against the congregation when gathering And it was
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Hashem the glory of and appeared the cloud covered it and behold Meeting
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Meeting  the Tentof the frontof to and Aharon Moshe And came

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The ground miraculously splits open, swallowing Dasan, Aviram, and their households alive, while a heavenly fire consumes
the two hundred and fifty men who offered the incense. Following this, Hashem commands Eleazar to gather the copper fire
pans of the deceased to be hammered into a plating for the Mizbe'ach, serving as an eternal warning that no non-Kohen may
offer incense. Despite these open miracles, the very next day the congregation complains against Moshe and Aaron, accusing

them of bringing death upon Hashem's people, which prompts the appearance of the Kavod Hashemat the Ohel Moed.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear friend, look at what happened here. The earth opened its mouth, fire came down from Shamayim, and yet, the very
next morning, the people complained again. How is this possible? It shows us the terrifying power of a grudge and the
blindness of machlokes (dispute). Once a person lets the fire of strife enter their heart, even the greatest open miracles cannot

change their mind. The yetzer hara of conflict completely blinds a person to reality.

But look at the tikkun (rectification) the Torah gives us. The very copper fire pans used by the rebels were hammered into a
plating for the Mizbe'ach (Altar). Why? To serve as a constant, physical reminder. Every time a Yid brought a korban, they
saw that copper and remembered the danger of stepping out of their designated role and fueling division. We need these

physical reminders in our own lives to stop us before we speak a word of strife or harbor resentment.

We must create our own 'reminders’ in our daily lives to guard our peace and our families from the destructive touch of
machlokes. When you feel the urge to argue, to prove you are right, or to join in a dispute that is not yours, you must
physically step back, just as Bnei Yisrael had to physically move away from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram to save

themselves.

Today, the moment you feel yourself getting drawn into an argument or a grievance—whether at home, in the shul, or at

work—silently say to yourself, "This is not my fire,” and physically walk away from the roomor close the chat.
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