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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this first aliyah of Parshas Sh'lach, we begin the painful and momentous narrative of the meraglim (the spies). Hashem tells
Moshe Rabbeinu that he may send men to scout out the land of Canaan, which Hashemis giving to Bnei Yisrael. Moshe

selects one distinguished leader, a chieftain of high standing, fromeach of the shevatim to undertake this critical mission.

Before they depart, Moshe gives these emissaries specific instructions on what to look for. He also changes the name of
Hoshea bin Nun to Yehoshua, offering hima special blessing and protection for the journey ahead. The men are charged
with examining the strength of the inhabitants, the quality of the land, and the fortification of its cities.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

|

ANRY MY PR M 921

saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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etcetera  allofyou tome andyouapproached thatitissaid as before us men letussend andtheysaid  Yisrael
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Tanchuma they will inheritit not  sothat the spies through the words of toerr room
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theywere  worthy time andatthat importance isatermof thatisin Scripture men every men All of them
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Zaccur sonof Shammua Reuven for the tribe of are their names And these
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Chori  son of Shaphat  Shimon  For the tribe of
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Yefunneh sonof Calev Yehudah For the tribe of
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Yosef  sonof  Yigal Yissachar  For the tribe of
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Nun sonof Hoshea Ephraim  For the tribe of
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Rafu son of  Palti Binyamin For the tribe of
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Sodi son of Gaddiel Zevulun For the tribe of
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Susi son of Gaddi Menasheh for the tribe of Yosef for the tribe of
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Gemalli sonof Ammiel Dan For the tribe of
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Michael son of Sethur  Asher For the tribe of
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Vofsi  son of Nachbi Naftali  For the tribe of
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Machi sonof  Geuel Gad For the tribe of
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Yehoshua  Nun son of to Hoshea
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in the Negev thisway goup tothem andhesaid Kenaan theland of — toscout  Moshe them And sent
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many or theyare whetherfew orweak
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thereis weak people thatrears aland andthereis strongpeople thatrears aland thereis itis  what theland —
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population  thatdiminishes andthereis population  thatincreases
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for theyrely theyare  strong theydwell inopencities if tothem hedelivered asign  orweak ishe Whetherstrong
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there theyare weak dwell they  fortified incties andif theirstrength upon
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that  are the cities and what  bad or it isitgood init dwells he that  isthe land and what
:Q°983R2 B BRaNRal "a02 2w NIA

in strongholds or  whetherin open camps inthem  dwells he
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awall  without  andopen exposed cities  "whetherinopen places” its translationis Whether in camps
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and strengthen not or trees init isthere lean or it is it fat the land and what
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Hashem's command to Moshe to send distinguished leaders fromeach tribe to scout the land of
Canaan. Moshe lists the names of these twelve chieftains, notably changing Hoshea's name to Yehoshua. He then instructs
them to travel through the Negev into the hill country to assess whether the inhabitants are strong or weak, few or many, and
whether the land is fertile, wooded, and its cities fortified, concluding with a charge to bring back some of the land's first ripe

fruits.
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Look at how Moshe Rabbeinu prepares the spies before they set out. He does not just tell themto go look at the land; he
gives themhighly specific, practical questions to answer. He asks them to look at whether the cities are open or fortified,
whether the soil is rich or poor, and whether there are trees. Moshe is teaching us a fundamental rule in our own avodah:
when Hashem sends us on a mission in this world, we cannot rely on vague, lofty spiritual feelings alone. We must look at the

actual reality on the ground with clear, practical eyes.

There is another deep lesson here in how Moshe changes the name of Hoshea to Yehoshua, adding the letter Yud to stand
for the name of Hashem. Moshe saw the spiritual dangerahead and knew that even a greatleader, a man of consequence,
needs extra streng th from Hashem to stay true to his mission. We often enter situations in our daily lives—whether in business,
family, or community—where we think we are strong enough to handle the spiritual challenges on our own. But the Torah is

showing us that we must always actively seek out Hashem's help and protection before we step into a new test.

When you face a difficult task or a new situation today, do not just rush into it blindly. Take a moment to look at the practical
details of what is required of you, and at the very same time, say a short tefillah to Hashemto give you the strength to stay

true to your values.

Before starting a difficult task or meeting today, pause for ten seconds to say a quick, quiet prayer to Hashem, asking Him to

protect your thoughts and guide your actions through the challenge.
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