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(SH'LACH - 3RD ALIYAH)

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we see the heartbreaking turning point of the chet hamiraglim (the sin of the spies). Yehoshua and Kalev try
desperately to warm the hearts of the Bnei Yisrael, pleading with themnot to rebel against Hashem or fear the giants of the
land, because Hashemis with us and their protection is gone. Instead of listening, the community threatens to pelt them with

stones, prompting the Kavod Hashem (the Glory of Hashem) to suddenly appear in the Mishkan before the entire nation.

Hashem speaks to Moshe Rabbeinu in great anger, expressing pain over how this nation continues to spurn Him despite all
the open miracles He performed for them. Hashem proposes to wipe them out with a plague and build a new, greater nation
from Moshe himself. Moshe, with his boundless love for the Yidden, immediately stands in the breach, pleading with Hashem
and invoking His Middos (attributes of mercy) so that the nations of the world will not say Hashemlacked the power to bring
His people into the Promised Land.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

Moshe Rabbeinu's heartfelt tefillos are answered as Hashemdeclares, "Salachti kidvarecha" (I have pardoned according to
your word). However, midas hadin (the attribute of justice) still demands a consequence; Hashemdecrees that the
generation of the desert who witnessed His wonders yet tested Him ten times will never see the Promised Land. Only Kalev,
who showed a different spirit of loyalty, is promised entry and inheritance, while the rest of the nation is commanded to turn

back into the wilderness toward the Sea of Reeds.
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Look at the contrast the Torah paints for us here. On one side, we see the tragic mistake of the Meraglimand the nation,
who looked at the challenges ahead and forgot the years of open miracles, the pillars of cloud and fire, and the constant
hand of Hashem. They let their fear blind them to their own history of emunah. On the other side, we see Calev, who is
praised because he had a "ruach acheres”—a different spirit. He didn't let the panic of the crowd sway him; he remained fully

loyal, holding onto the simple truth that if Hashemis with us, there is nothing to fear.

This is a profound lesson in our own daily avodah. How often do we face a sudden difficulty—a parnassah worry, a shidduch
challenge, ora family strain—and immediately fall into anxiety, completely forgetting how many times Hashem has carried us
through in the past? We have all experienced our own personal "miracles” and moments of clear hashgacha pratis. To have a

"different spirit” like Calev means training ourselves to actively recall those moments of help when a new nisayon arises, using

our past emunah to fuel our current bitachon.

When you feel overwhelmed today by a challenge, stop and consciously remember one specific time in your life when
Hashem clearly helped you out of a difficult situation, and use that memory to remind yourself: “The same Hashem who

helped me then is with me right now."
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