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(SH'LACH - 4TH ALIYAH )

L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we feel the painful aftermath of the chet hamiraglim (the sin of the spies). Hashem decrees that the generation
of the midbar who complained against Him will not enter the Promised Land; instead, they will wander for forty years—one
year for each day of the spies’ journey—and their carcasses will fall in the wilderness. Only Calev ben Yefuneh and Yehoshua
bin Nun are spared from this decree, while the spies who brought out the bad report die immediately in a plague before
Hashem.

We then see the heartbreaking account of the ma'apilim, the group of Yidden who tried to force their way up to Eretz Yisrael
to make amends for their sin, despite Moshe Rabbeinu's warnings that Hashem's Presence would not be with them. Tragically,
they are struck down by the Amalekites and Canaanites. Following this dark episode, Hashem immediately speaks to Moshe
about entering the Land, bringing comfort to the nation by giving them the mitzvos of nesachim (wine libations) and grain
offerings that must accompany their future korbanos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Hashem's decree of forty years of wandering in the midbar for the generation of the spies, sparing only
Yehoshua and Calev, while the wicked spies themselves die of a plague. Despite Moshe's warnings that they will lack divine
protection, a group of Yidden defiantly attempts to ascend the mountain to Eretz Yisrael and is defeated by the Amalekites
and Canaanites at Hormah. Finally, Hashem reassures the nation of their eventual entry into the Land by commanding the

laws of the nesachim (wine libations) and meal offerings that must accompany their burnt offerings and peace offerings.
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In this parsha, we see a painful, tragic mistake. After hearing the decree that they would not enter the land, a group of Bnei
Yisrael tried to force their way up the mountain to fight, declaring, "We are prepared to go up... for we were wrong." But
Moshe Rabbeinu warned them that Hashem was not in their midst and it would not succeed. They went anyway, relying on

their own strength, and suffered a crushing defeat.

How often do we do the exact same thing in our own lives? We make a mistake, we feel the sting of regret, and in our panic,
we try to "fix" it immediately by forcing our own way, running ahead of Hashem's will. True teshuvah and true avodah
require us to surrender to the reality Hashem has placed before us, not to defiantly fight against the consequences. When we

try to force a door open that Hashemhas closed, we are operating on our own ego, and "it will not succeed.”

Immediately after this tragedy, Hashem commands the mitzvah of nesachim (libations) for when they eventually enter the
Land. This is a beautiful, comforting hand extended to us. Hashem is showing us that even after the worst failures, the future
is still intact. We don't need to force our way today; we need to accept His will right now, knowing He has a plan to bring us

to our destination in His time.

Today, when something does not go your way or you face the consequences of a mistake, do not try to force a solution
through sheer willpower or anger. Stop, take a deep breath, and say: "Hashem, I accept Your will in this moment, and I trust

You to show me the right way forward."
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