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T HE  S U G Y A

In this daf, we dive deeper into the complex halachic relationship between a master and his slave, specifically focusing on the

master's obligation to provide sustenance. We will explore the opinions of Rav and Rabbi Yochanan regarding whether a

master can tell his slave, "Work for me, but I will not sustain you," and how this affects the consecration of the slave's hands or

the compensation for his injuries.

We will also learn about the practical halachos of a slave who must borrow money to eat and how he repays it, as well as the

distribution of medical compensation when a slave is injured. Finally, the Gemara brings us back to the core dispute between

Rabbi Meir and the Rabbis regarding whether emancipation is always a benefit for a slave, introducing the case of a Kohen's

slave who would lose the right to eat terumah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

QU E ST IO N

ל? כֵ אוֹ לֹוֶה וְ

Does the slave really need to borrow and eat? After all, his master is obligated to provide him with sustenance!

ANSWER

פָה. דָּ עְ הַ לְ

The Gemara answers: This refers to surplus  food, i.e., additional food that the slave desires to eat beyond his basic sustenance.

O BJECT IO N

פָה! דָ עֲ לָא הַ ךְ בְּ י לָ גֵּ יסְ י תִּ א נָמֵ תָּ  שְׁ  הַ פָה, וְ דָ עֲ לָא הַ ךְ בְּ י לָ גִּ א סַ תָּ  שְׁ  ד הַ : עַ שׁ דֵּ קְ יהּ הֶ א לֵ ימָ לֵ וְ

The Gemara objects: But le t the  Temple  treasury say to him: Until now it was  enoug h for you without a surplus, and now

too it should be  enoug h for you without a surplus ! Why do you suddenly require extra food? Therefore, the consecration

should apply to this surplus as well!

ANSWER

. יהּ דֵּ בְ בַּח עַ  שְׁ  לַ י דְּ יכִ י הֵ כִּ  , יהּ א לֵ יחָ יהּ נִ שׁ גּוּפֵ דֵּ קְ הֶ

The Gemara answers: It is  pleasing  to the  Temple  treasury itse lf that he should eat more, so that its  s lave  will improve  in

value, as eating more will make him stronger and more productive.

O BJECT IO N

! יהּ ישׁ לֵ דֵ א קָ מָּ  א קַ מָּ  , קַ עַ ה וּפוֹרֵ שֶׂ עוֹ



The Gemara objects to the earlier statement that the slave works and repays  his loan: But as soon as he works, each bit of earnings

as  it comes becomes consecrated to the Temple treasury, since his hands are consecrated! How then can he use the money to

repay his personal debt?

ANSWER

ה. רוּטָ פְּ וֶה  שָּׁ   חוֹת מִ פָּ חוֹת  פָ בְּ

The Gemara answers: This refers to a case where he earns le ss  than the  value  of a perutah at any one time. Since anything worth

less than a perutah cannot become consecrated, he can accumulate these small amounts and repay his debt.

STATEMENT

אן א מַ דָּ בְ י לָא עַ אִ ל, דְּ כֵ אוֹ ה וְ שֶׂ ד עוֹ בֶ עֶ וֹ – אוֹתוֹ הָ דּ בְ י עַ דֵ ישׁ יְ דִּ קְ מַּ  ב: הַ ר רַ מַ אָ א; דְּ רָ בְּ תַּ  סְ י מִ י נָמֵ כִ הָ

. יהּ לַח לֵ פָּ

The Gemara comments: So too it is  reasonable  to explain that Rav's ruling refers to a case where the master provides sustenance;

as  Rav says: One  who consecrates  the  hands of his  s lave , that s lave  works  and eats  from his earnings, for if he  does  not

work for his own food, who will serve  him and provide him with sustenance?

EXPLANAT IO N

יר. פִּ  שַׁ לֶה,  עֲ ינוֹ מַ אֵ שֶׁ  א בְּ הָ ל, וְ ינוֹ יָכוֹ אֵ לֶה וְ עֲ מַ ךְ בְּ א הָ מָ לָ שְׁ  תְּ בִּ רַ מְ י אָ אִ

Granted, if you say that this  first halachah of Rav refers to a case where the master provides  sustenance, and Rav holds that a

master cannot say to his slave "work for me but I will not sustain you," and this  second halachah refers to a case where  he  does

not provide  sustenance, and therefore the consecration of his hands is ineffective, then it is well,  as there is no contradiction.

O BJECT IO N

! יהּ חֵ לְ יפְ י נִ עֵ בָ אן דְּ ?! מַ יהּ לַח לֵ פָּ אן  א מַ דָּ בְ י לָא עַ אִ ל, דְּ יָכוֹ לֶה, וְ עֲ ינוֹ מַ אֵ שֶׁ  ךְ בְּ תְּ הָ רַ מְ י אָ לָּא אִ  אֶ

But if you say that this  first halachah also refers to a case where  he  does  not provide  sustenance, because a master is  able  to

say "work for me but I will not sustain you," then what is the meaning of Rav's statement: "for if he  does  not work, who will

serve  him?" Let whoever wants  to, serve  him—meaning, let the slave go collect charity, and why should the master care?

IN FER ENCE

ל! ינוֹ יָכוֹ נַּהּ אֵ י ע מִ מַ שְׁ או,  לָּא לָ  אֶ

Rather, is  it not correct to conclude  from this  that a master cannot say to his slave "work for me but I will not sustain you"?

R E SO LU T IO N

. נַּהּ י ע מִ מַ שְׁ

The Gemara confirms: Conclude  from this  that it is so.

PR O O F

ד בֶ עֶ אוֹתוֹ הָ , וְ וֹ בּ רַ תוֹ לְ פוּאָ וֹ וּרְ תּ בְ שִׁ ן  ירוֹ – נוֹתֵ ל חֲבֵ שֶׁ וֹ  דּ בְ עַ יַד עַ טֵ וֹ קּ נָן: הַ חָ י יוֹ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ ע, דְּ מַ שְׁ א  תָּ

ה. קָ דָ צְּ ן הַ ן מִ יזּוֹ נִ

Come and hear a proof from that which Rabbi Yochanan says: One  who severs  the  hand of another's  s lave  must pay the

compensation for his  loss  of employment and his  healing  to his  master, and that s lave  is  sustained from charity.



IN FER ENCE

״! י זָנָךְ ינִ אֵ י וְ מִּ ה עִ שֵׂ ״עֲ ד:  בֶ עֶ ר לָ מַ ב לוֹ רַ ל הָ , יָכוֹ נַּהּ י ע מִ מַ שְׁ

Conclude  from this  that the  master is  able  to say to the  s lave : "Work with me  and I will not sustain you," since the master

takes the compensation for his loss of work while the slave is left to live on charity!

ANSWER

נוֹת. זוֹ לֶה לוֹ מְ עֲ מַ ינַן – בְּ קִ סְ אי עָ מַ כָא בְּ הָ

The Gemara answers: With what are  we  dealing  here? We are dealing with a case where  the master does  provide  him with

sustenance .

QU E ST IO N

ה? קָ דָ צְּ ן הַ ן מִ יזּוֹ אי נִ מַּ  י, אַ כִ י הָ אִ

The Gemara asks: If so, why is  he  sustained from charity if his master is already feeding him?

ANSWER

פָה. דָּ עְ הַ לְ

The Gemara answers: This refers to surplus  food that he desires beyond his basic needs.

O BJECT IO N

! יהּ י לֵ עֵ יבְּ נֵס״ מִ פַּרְ  תְ ״מִ ן״?!  יזּוֹ ״נִ י,  כִ י הָ אִ

The Gemara objects: If so, why does the Braisa use the term "sustained"? It should have  used the term "he  earns  a living " or

"he is supported"!

IN FER ENCE

ל! נַּהּ יָכוֹ י ע מִ מַ שְׁ או,  לָּא לָ  אֶ

Rather, is  it not correct to conclude  from this  that the master is  able  to say "work for me but I will not sustain you"?

R E SO LU T IO N

. נַּהּ י ע מִ מַ שְׁ

The Gemara confirms: Conclude  from this  that it is so.

STATEMENT

. וֹ בּ רַ תוֹ לְ פוּאָ וֹ וּרְ תּ בְ שִׁ ן  ר: נוֹתֵ ר מָ מַ אֲ

The Master said above: The injurer pays  his  loss  of employment and his  healing  to his  master.

EXPLANAT IO N

א! יטָ שִׁ  פְּ  , וֹ תּ בְ שִׁ

The Gemara analyzes this: Regarding his  loss  of employment, it is  obvious  that it goes to the master, since the slave's labor

belongs to him!



EXPLANAT IO N

. יהּ יכָא לֵ רִ טְ יצְ תוֹ אִ פוּאָ רְ

Rather, his  healing  was  necessary to be stated.

QU E ST IO N

! בֵּהּ י  יֵ וֹ סּ תַּ י י אִ עֵ בָ יא, דְּ יהּ הִ ידֵ תוֹ דִּ פוּאָ רְ

The Gemara asks: But his  healing  be long s  to him,  the slave, as  he  needs  to be  cured with it!

ANSWER

י; מֵ א יוֹ לָתָ תְ י בִּ סִּ תַּ  אִ יפָא וְ רִ א חָ מָּ  יהּ סַ דוּ לֵ עֲבַ י, וַ מֵ א יוֹ שָׁ  מְ חַ דוּהּ לְ מְ אַ יכָא, דְּ רִ לָא צְ

The Gemara answers: No, it is  necessary only for a case where  they e stimated the healing would take five  days , but they

applied a strong  medicine  to him and he  was  cured in three  days .

EXPLANAT IO N

ן. ע לַ מַ שְׁ  א מַ יהּ הוּא, קָ ידֵ א – דִּ עֲרָ א: צַ ימָ תֵ הוּ דְּ מַ

Lest you say: The  pain of the harsh medicine was his ,  so the saved money of the remaining two days should belong to him;

therefore, Rabbi Yochanan comes to teach us  that even this money belongs to the master.

BR AI SA

ירוּת! חֵ וֹ לְ בּ י רַ דֵ ת יְ חַ תַּ  צֵא מִ יּוֹ שֶׁ ד  בֶ עֶ כוּת הוּא לָ לֹא זְ יר: וַהֲ אִ מֵ נוּ לוֹ לְ רְ מַ זָר, אָ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ ר רַ מַ יָא: אָ נְ תַּ

It is  taug ht in a Braisa: Rabbi Elazar said, we  said to Rabbi Meir: But is  it not a benefit for the  s lave  that he  g oes  out

from under his  master's  hand to freedom?

BR AI SA

ה. רוּמָ תְּ ן הַ לוֹ מִ סְ וֹ ן, פּ כֹּהֵ ד  בֶ יָה עֶ ם הָ אִ שֶׁ נוּ: חוֹב הוּא לוֹ –  ר לָ מַ אָ

He said to us: It is  a disadvantag e  for him, for if he  were  the  s lave  of a Kohen, freeing him disqualifies  him from eating

terumah.

BR AI SA

אי! שַּׁ   , רַ סוֹ נְ פַרְ לֹּא לְ  שֶׁ  זוּנוֹ וְ לֹּא לְ  שֶׁ צֶה  ם יִרְ ה אִ לֹא מָ : וַהֲ נוּ לוֹ רְ מַ אָ

We said to him: But what if the master wishes  not to sustain him and not to support him? He  is  permitted to do so! Thus,

the slave has no guaranteed sustenance anyway.

BR AI SA

זֶה – ה; וְ רוּמָ תְ ין בִּ לִ כְ לֹא אוֹ לָהּ – הֲ עְ בַּ ל  ה עַ דָ רְ מָּ  שֶׁ ן  כֹּהֵ ת  שֶׁ  אֵ ח, וְ בָּרַ  שֶׁ ן  כֹּהֵ ד  בֶ וּ עֶ ילּ ה אִ נוּ: וּמָ ר לָ מַ אָ

ל. כֵ ינוֹ אוֹ אֵ

He said to us: What about a Kohen's  s lave  who ran away, or a Kohen's  wife  who rebe lled ag ainst her husband? Do

they not still eat terumah? But this  emancipated slave cannot eat terumah at all.

BR AI SA



נוֹת. זוֹ מְּ ן הַ הּ מִ ידָ סִ פְ ה וּמַ רוּמָ תְּ ן הַ לָהּ מִ פֹּסְ ן  כֵּ  שֶׁ  , ה – חוֹב הוּא לָהּ שָּׁ   ל אִ אֲבָ

But regarding a woman, receiving a get is  a disadvantag e  for her, because  it disqualifies  her from eating  terumah and

deprives  her of her sustenance .

QU E ST IO N

הוּ? ר לְ דַּ הְ א מַ אי קָ , וּמַ יהּ רוּ לֵ מְ אָ אי קָ מַ

The Gemara asks: What did they say to him, and what did he  answer them? The dialogue seems inconsistent!

EXPLANAT IO N

ה? רוּמָ תְּ ל הַ י עַ יבוּנִ שִׁ  ה תְּ נוֹת, מַ זוֹ מְּ ל הַ י עַ וּנִ תּ בְ שַׁ  הוּ: הֲ ר לְ מַ אָ י קָ כִ הָ

The Gemara explains: This  is  what he  said to them: You have  answered me  reg arding  sustenance , but what can you

answer me  reg arding  the  terumah itself, which he loses the right to eat?

EXPLANAT IO N

א. מָ לְ עָ זֵיל לְ אָ יק וְ רֵ עָ יהּ וְ יק לֵ בֵ שָׁ  ; יהּ יל לֵ סֵ א וּפָ טָּ י יהּ גִּ יק לֵ י, זָרֵ עֵ בָּ י  רוּ: אִ ימְ תֵּ י  כִ וְ

And if you say: If the master wants, he  can throw him a bill of re lease  and disqualify him anyway, so the slave is always at

risk; in that case, the slave can leave  him and run away to the  world and still eat terumah as a runaway slave, whereas now he is

permanently disqualified.

S U M M A RY

The Gemara concludes that according to Rav, a master cannot refuse to sustain his slave while demanding his labor, whereas

Rabbi Yochanan holds that a master can indeed tell his slave to work without providing sustenance, leaving the slave to rely

on charity. In cases of injury, the master receives the compensation for the slave's loss of livelihood and medical costs, even if

the slave healed faster than expected through a strong medicine that caused him extra pain. This leads back to the

fundamental debate between Rabbi Meir and the Rabbis, where Rabbi Meir argues that emancipation can be a disadvantage

—such as disqualifying a Kohen's slave from eating terumah—while the Rabbis counter that since a master is not

unconditionally bound to sustain his slave, gaining freedom is always a net benefit.



ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

We see in our Gemara a beautiful, deep insight into how the Torah views the human being. When a slave's hands are

consecrated to the Temple, the Gemara explains that he is still allowed to borrow money to buy extra food to strengthen

himself. Why? Because the Temple treasury itself wants the slave to eat well so that he will be healthy and strong. Even when

something is dedicated entirely to the service of Hashem, Hashem does not want us to break our bodies or neglect our

physical well-being.

Sometimes, in our desire to grow in yiras Shamayim and perform mitzvos, we might think that the most spiritual path is to

neglect our physical needs—to sleep less, eat poorly, or ignore our health. But the Torah teaches us the exact opposite. Your

body is the vessel for your neshama. When you take care of your health, eat properly, and get enough rest, you are not being

selfish; you are maintaining the vessel that performs Hashem's work. The Master of the world wants His servants to be strong

and healthy so they can serve Him with joy and vitality.

Today, when you eat, sleep, or take a moment to rest, do not look at it as a distraction from your avodah. Have in mind that

you are strengthening your body specifically so that you have the energy and clarity to learn Torah, daven, and do chesed

with a whole heart.
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