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L THE SUGYA

In this shiur, we will be learning the sugya on Daf 16b, where the Gemara continues to delve into the machlokes between the
Rabbis and Rabbi Yehuda regarding a get brought from overseas. We will look closely at the different versions of Rabbi
Yohanan's opinion regarding whether two agents who bring a get must make the declaration of "it was written in our

presence and signed in our presence.”

We will also see how the Gemara connects this discussion to the fundamental machlokes between Rabba and Rava regarding
the underlying reason for the declaration—whether it is because of a lack of experts in writing a get lishmah, or because of a
lack of witnesses to ratify the signatures. The Gemara will analyze whether these Amoraic opinions are actually a dispute

among the Tanna'im.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

STATEMENT

it is valid.

20NN 173921 2001 1273927 AMNYY 199978 18,077 NPT VI INTIMY 073w 207 NRPN

Consequently, he holds that two who brought a get fromoverseas, do not need to say: "In our presence it was written

and in our presence it was signed.”
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Abaye said to him: If so, consider the latter clause which teaches: Two say "In our presence it was written"” and one

says "Inmy presence it was signed” — itis invalid, and Rabbi Yehuda declares it valid;
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is the reason that it is invalid only because the get does not emerge fromunder the hands of both of them, but if the get

emerges fromunder the hands of both of them — would the Rabbis declare it valid?
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He said to him: Yes, indeed.
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And when the get does not emerge fromunder the hands of both of them, in what principle do they argue?
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One Master holds: We decree itinvalid lest it come to be confused with the ratification of general documents — with

one witness; and one Master holds: We do not decree.

STATEMENT
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Another version they say of it: Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda said that Rabbi Yochanan said: Even if the get emerges from

under the hands of both of them — it is invalid.
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Consequently, he holds that two who broughta get fromoverseas, need to say "In our presence it was written and in

our presence it was signed.”
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Abaye said to him: If so, consider the latter clause which teaches: Two say "In our presence it was written” and one
says "In my presence it was signed” — it is invalid, and Rabbi Yehuda declares it valid; is it true that even when the get

emerges fromunder the hands of both of them, the Rabbis declare it invalid?
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He said to him: Yes.
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In what principle do they argue?
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One Master holds: The reason for the declaration is because they are not expert in writing it lishmah; and one Master

holds: The reason is because witnesses are not available to ratify it.
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Shall we say that the dispute of Rabba and Rava is a dispute of Tannaim?

NP NIW 22 PI0n R2T5KY

No; Rava resolves the difficulty according to the first version,
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and Rabba could say to you: Everyone agrees we require the declaration because of lishmah, and here with what are we

dealing? After they learned to write it lishmah;
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and regarding a decree lest the matter return to its corrupt state they argue — as one Master holds we decree, and

one Master holds we do not decree.
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But let Rabbi Yehuda argue also in the first clause of the Mishnah!
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But surely it was stated on this, Ulla said: Rabbi Yehuda was in disagreement even in the first clause.
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Rav Oshaya challenged Ulla: A Baraisa states, "Rabbi Yehuda declares valid in this case and not in another.”
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What, is it not to exclude the case where one says "In my presence it was written” and one says "In my presence it was

signed"?

-"3n93 7323 K% 238 0NN} *192” *viynY XY




No, itis to exclude a case where only one witness says "In my presence it was signed but not in my presence was it

written" —
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for it might enter your mind to say: Since Rabbi Yehuda did not decree a decree lest the matter return to its corrupt
state, perhaps regarding the concern that it might come to be confused with the ratification of general documents with

one witness — he also did not decree; therefore it teaches us that he does decree in that case.

STATEMENT
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It was also stated, Rav Yehuda said: Two who brought a get from overseas, we have arrived at the dispute of Rabbi
Yehuda and the Rabbis.

STATEMENT
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Rabba bar bar Chana was weak, so Rav Yehuda and Rabba entered to him, to inquire about him.
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They asked of him: Two who brought a get fromoverseas, do they need to say "In our presence it was written and in

our presence it was signed,” or do they not need to say it?
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He said to them: They do not need — for what if they were to say "In our presence he divorced her,” would they not
be believed?!
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In the meantime, there came a certain

SUMMARY

The Gemara presents two versions of Rabbi Yohanan's ruling on whether two agents bringing a get must make the
declaration. In the first version, they do not need to make the declaration, and the machlokes between the Rabbis and Rabbi
Yehuda in the latter clause of our Mishnah is based on a rabbinic decree regarding the ratification of documents. In the
second version, Rabbi Yohanan holds that even two agents must make the declaration, which aligns with Rabba's view that
the decree is due to a lack of expertise in writing a get lishmah. The Gemara explains that according to this second version,

the Tanna'imare arguing over whether we decree a get invalid lest the people overseas return to their previous state of




ignorance regarding lishmah. Finally, the Gemara discusses Ulla's view that Rabbi Yehuda actually disagrees with the Rabbis

even in the first clause of the Mishnah, and addresses a challenge to this froma baraita.

HWV?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

In our daf, the Gemara discusses the rabbinic decree requiring the declaration "it was written and signed in ny presence”
even after the Jews overseas had already learned the proper halachos. The Rabbis ruled that the declaration must remain, out
of'a concern "lest the matter return to its corrupt state"—meaning, if we let down our guard just because things are currently

stable, people will eventually forget and slip back into their old, mistaken ways.

This contains a profound lesson for our personal avodah. How often do we make positive changes in our lives, establish a
beautiful daily learning seder, or work hard to fix a bad middah, only to let our guard down once we feel secure? We think,
"I have this under control now, I don't need those extra boundaries anymore.” But the human nature the Torah describes is
that without constant, active safeguards, we naturally drift backward. The moment we stop protecting our spiritual

achievements is the moment they begin to slip away.

To keep your spiritual growth alive and lasting, you must treat your good habits with the same vigilance you did when you
first started. Do not dismantle the boundaries and structures that helped you grow in the first place, even if you feel you have

outgrown them.

Identify one spiritual boundary or daily commitment that you have recently started to take lightly, and consciously reinforce

it today to ensure your gI‘OWth remains secure.
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