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L CHAPTER PREVIEW
This chapter focuses on the fundamental halachic principle that saving a human life overrides the restrictions of Shabbos. It
establishes that when a person's life is in danger, the laws of Shabbos are suspended, just as other mitzvos are, allowing for any

necessary action to be taken for their benefit. The guidelines dictate how to proceed based on medical evaluation and how to

handle situations of doubt.

Additionally, the chapter addresses the scope of permitted actions, ranging fromlighting or extinguishing lamps to cooking,
baking, and slaughtering animals. It also outlines the proper manner in which these violations of Shabbos must be executed,

emphasizing who should perform these acts to maintain the proper respect and reverence for the sanctity of Shabbos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Therefore  the mitzvos  all like the rest of lives dangerto in the prf.:sence of Shabbos is Suspended
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a physician - according to on Shabbos hisneeds  all forhim we perform danger inhim whohas a sick person
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the Shabbos —  forhim todesecrate needs thathe  Ifthere isa doubt place that of  expert
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the Shabbos —  forhim todesecrate a physician  said if  and so too need that he does not ora doubt
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fora doubt of the Shabbos —  forhim we desecrate need  he does not says another and a physician
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the Shabbos —  overrides lives

This balacha establishesthat the probibitions of Shabbos are suspended in the face of danger to human life, even in cases of doubt or conflicting medical

opinions.
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we donot  days for eight and such  such needs thathe  the Shabbos on the day of They assessed him
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rather  Shabbosos two  on his behalf to violate not in order the evening untl we shall wait say

P2 Nina2Y  Nn APER RY 1RYIMY naw NIw oivon 1Ronnn

all Shabbosos  one hundred  even  on his behalf and we violate Shabbos whichis from today we begin
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and we light we violate danger adoubtof or danger inhim andthereis needs thathe  the time
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and we bake forhim and we slaughter the lamp —  frombefore him and we extinguish the lamp —  for him
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the generalrule  his body for washing of whether togive himdrink whether hot water forhim and we heat and we cook
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forall islike a weekday it behold danger inhim whohas asick person regarding Shabbos the matter — of
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them needs that he the things

This halacha establishes that when a person is dangerously ill, Shabbosis treated like a weekday for all their medical needs, and treatment is begun

immediately without delay.
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Halacha 3 - Desecrating Shabbos for a Dangerously Ill Person by the Leaders of Israel
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by andnot non-Jews meansof by  not them dotheydo not these matters When they do
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willbe thatnot inorder women meansof by andnot servants meansof by andnot minors  meansof
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and itis forbidden and their Sages Israel the leaders of meansof by but in their eyes light ~ Shabbos
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S 18  Vayikra asitissaid  danger inhim whohas fora sick person Shabbos in desecration of to hesitate
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behold by them that he should die and not by them andlive the man them  shall perfform  which
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and kindness mercy but rather in the world vengeance the Torah  the lawsof thatare not you have learned
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Shabbos is desecration of that this who say the heretics and as for in the world and peace
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statutes tothem  gave 1 also 25 20  Yechezkel says the verse  upon them and is forbidden
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by them  they shall live not and laws good not

This halacha teaches that saving a life on Shabbos must be done by adult Jewish leaders and Sages rather than non-fews or minors, to emphasize that the

Torah'slaws are designed for life and mercy.

i'l;; Q i2 W"’W 1’;’;7: ﬂ'? i 932 y n ; t_Z? ’7 9 b T'I Halacha 4 - Violating Shabbos for a Dangerously Ill Person with an Eye Ailment
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or secretion ofthem  in one or inbothof them that there is and thatis inhiseyes One who suffers
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blood thatthere was or  the pain from the abundance of from them flowing tears that there were
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this behold these to illnesses and similar fever in them that there was or fromthem flowing
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and we do  the Shabbos ~—  forhim and we desecrate danger inthem whohave thesick isin the category of
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healing the needsof all  for him

An eye ailment is considered a life-threatening illness for which one must violate Shabbos to treat.
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whether in his mouth whether and inward the lip  from hisbody in the cavity of a wound thereis if Andso
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this behold in hiscavity thatis any places in other or and hisspleen in hisliver whether in his intestines
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therefore is severe for hisillness assessment need  and he doesnot danger inhim who has isa sick person
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on the back of  thatis Andawound assessment without immediately — Shabbos —  forhim we desecrate
AN MDY APNY  PP0 YW MImd N7} A A Mm
assessment need and itdoesnot the cavity  of  islike a wound it behold the foot and the back of the hand
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of like a wound the flesh —  that makes shudder And the fever ~ Shabbos — forit  and we desecrate
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say that the doctors  illness any Andso  Shabbos —  forhim and we desecrate isconsidered the cavity
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we desecrate from the outside the flesh  on the skin of it is though - even danger init has that this
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their word according to  Shabbos —  forhim

This balacha defines internal wounds, high fevers, and other conditions that are automatically deemed life-threatening, allowing immediate

desecration of Shabbos.
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Halacha 6 - Desecrating Shabbos to Save a Life from Swallowing a Leech or Animal Bites
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all  forhim and we perform on Shabbos hot water forhim we heat  water  of  aleech One who swallows
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or rabid adog whombit him one And so lives dangerof thatitis because healing  needs of
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they donot a doubt  they kill a doubt there was even if that kill the dust of the crawlersof  one
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to save him healing  needsof all forhim we perform kill

This halacha teaches that one must desecrate Shabbos to perform any medical treatment necessary to save a person in life-threatening danger, such as

from swallowing a leech or being bitten by a dangerous animal.

'_?' ] Halacha 7 - Saving a Dangerously Ill Person by Multiple People Simultaneously
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people ten andran  one adred fig tohim  tobring physicians ~ whom they assessed A sick person
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fromanything are exempt all of them  once at dried figs ten to him and they brought

072 MY MIIWNT2 NSM2T APENI M NON M2 2T 1vENY

allof them forbehold  with the first  ifhe recovered and even thisone after thisone if they brought andeven
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brought  with permission

This balacha teaches that when multiple people rush to save a life on Shabbos, all are exempt from liability even if only one of their actions was

ultimately needed.

Halacha 8 - Minimizing Shabbos Desecration When Saving a Life
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on two dried figs two except they found and not dried figs of two inneed whowas A sick person
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even three init thathas the stem they cut one  onastem dried figs and three stems
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they should cut  but in harvesting they increase thatnot in order two except theyneed thatnot though
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to this similar all  andso two they should cut and not  one stem

When performing a melacha to save a life, one must minimize the number of forbidden acts performed, such as cutting one stem instead of two.

N*12% 9nim nawa nin% mwonws bz

Halacha 9- Cooking and Slanghtering for a Sick Person on Shabbos and the Remainder for a Healthy Person
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for a healthy person it is forbidden and left over the sick person and ate on Shabbos for a sick person  One who cooks
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one who slaughters  but for his sake he will increase lest asa decree the remainder from  toeat
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since there isnot raw  meat from it toeat  for the healthy person itis permitted on Shabbos for a sick person
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thatissimilar all andso  forhissake  he will increase lest that we should decree so  anaddition in the matter
a2
T
to this

This balacha discusses whether a healthy person may eat the leftovers of food prepared on Shabbos for a sick person, distinguishing between cooked food

and raw slanghtered meat.
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Howso anon-Jew wayof by hisneeds all forhim wedo danger in him who there is not A sick person
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and tobring and tobake forhim  tocook does and he for him todo the non-Jew  We tell
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the non-Jew from hiseyes one may paint Andso ofthese and the like toadomain froma domain medicine
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that there is not things needed they Andif danger there thereisnot though - even on Shabbos
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on Shabbos ears we lift Therefore ajJew even them we do melacha  in them
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is permitted of this  the like andall the fracture —  and we restore  cartilage  and we lift

This halacha outlinesthe permissibility of using a non-jew for melacha, and a Jew for non-melacha activities, to assist a sick person whose life is not in

danger.
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forher and we violate lives isin dangerof  she  behold togive birth when she squats The woman in
childbirth
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the umbilical cord — — and we cut to place fromplace a midwife forher  we call the Shabbos  —
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in her labor pains ~ criesout  thatshe atthe time ofalight inneed she was  and if it and we tie
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upon her is settled hermind  because  blind ifshe was andeven thecandle —  forher we light

of it and the like of oil in need she was  and if see she does not though - and even with the candle
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forexample bringing at the time of we change tochange thatispossible and anything forher  we bring
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she brings ~ possible  not andif  inherhair  hanging avessel herfriend toher thatshe brings
12712

in her usual manner

This halacha outlines the permissibility of violating Shabbos to assist a woman in childbirth, including calling a midwife, lighting a candle, and

bringing necessary supplies with an alteration if possible.

n ; W : D’:! ; i3 .ﬂ'f : j Y 1 ’-_f b 27: 1 ’8 Halacha 12 - Assisting an Idolater and a Ger Toshav in Childbirth on Shabbos
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for payment and even on Shabbos and constellations stars the worshipper of  — deliver We do not
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we dodeliver  but  desecration there there isnot though - and even about ill-will worry and we do not
PRI ANPPOT?  Isn uRY ik avin T na NN
but we donot  tosustain him  are commanded we because alien aresident the daughterof —
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the Shabbos — for her desecrate

This balacha outlinesthe probibition of assisting anidolater in childbirth on Shabbos, even without desecrating Shabbos, while permitting assistance

to a ger toshav without violating Shabbos.
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she gives birth and after she givesbirth until  flowing to be the blood from when begins A woman in childbirth
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whether  her needs all  forher and we do  Shabbos — on herbehalf  we violate days three until
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if seven until And from three need I donot she says whether I need she says
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she remains silent and if  Shabbos —  on her behalf violate we do not need Idonot she says
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Shabbos —  on herbehalf that we violate 1 need she says if to say need  and there is no
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danger have in him who does not islike an ill person ~ she  behold days thirty and until And fromseven
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the handsof by  except melacha  for her do we do not 1 need she says  and even if
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non-Jews

Thishalacha detailsthe three distinct time periods after childbirth and how the laws of Shabbos are relaxed for the mother's bealth during each stage.
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Halacha 14 - Making a Fire for a Woman After Childbirth and Washing a Newborn on Shabbos

is difficult that the cold because the heat in the daysof andeven for a woman after a fire We make
childbirth
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for a sick person a fire make we donot  but the cold in the places greatly for a woman after
childbirth
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in the season of  even a fire for him we make and became chilled blood Ifonelet withit towarm himself
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— that we cut after  thathe wasborn on the day on Shabbos the newborn —— And we wash ~ Tammuz
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him  and we swaddle him and we salt  on Shabbos that was heated withhot water ~ even  his umbilical cord
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him we wash and likewise  these all  forhim theydo not if tohim itis thatdanger because
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with hot water to the circumcision the third and on the day the circumcision —and after  the circumcision  before
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the danger because of on Shabbos that was heated

This balacha details the permissions to warm a woman after childbirth and to wash and care for a newborn baby on Shabbos due to danger to life.
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domain of by way of even  onShabbos aknife  webring and died the birthstool upon who sat The woman
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alive he will be found lest the ferus  —  and we extract herwomb ~ —  and we tearopen  the public
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alive established statusisnot ~ whose  for thisone andeven the Shabbos —  supersedes lives for a doubt of

This balacha establishes that we desecrate Shabbosto perform a post-mortem Caesarean section even when there isonly a slight doubt that the fetus

might still be alive.
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law  froma house of permission to take need  and there isno on Shabbos alife asavingof One saves
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who fell achild Ifonesaw Howso ispraisesworthy thisone behold  the life to save and the one who is
quick
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withhim  the fish  traps  thathe though - and even and brings him up a net he spreads into the sea
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fish and he brought up = to bring himup a net and he spread inthe sea  achild thatdrowned Ifone heard
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and a child fish  and he broughtup  fish tobringup  Ifhe intended fromanything he isexempt  alone
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the fish  with  achild and he brought up since that he drowned he heard not  evenif he is exempt
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he is exempt

This halacha teaches that saving a life supersedes Shabbos immediately without needing Rabbinic permission, and even if one’sactionsalso result ina

forbidden melacha like trapping fish, one is exempt from liability.




Halacha 17 - Saving a Life from Danger on Shabbos Even When Deriving Benefit
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prepares  thathe though -  andeven andbringshimup aclod of earth one dislodges intoa pit  a child fell
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the door one breaks  a child before  adoor waslocked hisdislodging at the time of a step with it
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thatare fit  pieces of wood  like it splits thathe though - andeven and takeshimout
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aperson there andthereis  a fire fell and die the child  will be frightened lest for work
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though - andeven the fire from tosave him it we extinguish he will be burned lest whom we fear
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behold to save who is first  and anyone extinguishing at the time of and preparesit apath  clears that he
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thathas matter inany judgment from the house of permission to take need  and he does not s praiseworthy this one
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danger init

This balacha details how one must act immediately to save a child or adult in danger on Shabbos, even if the rescue process results in secondary beneficial

acts.
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forhim we cleardebris there heisnot doubt isthere  he doubt anavalanche onhim upon whomfell One
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we clear debris that he will recover impossible anditis he wascrushed though - even alive Ifthey found him
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hour that for the life of  him and we take out for him

This halacha teaches that we desecrate Shabbos to save a life even in cases of multiple doubts or when the person can only survive for a short duration.
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he died foralready there him they leave breath  inhim did they find and not hisnose until They checked
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rather  the lowerones  died already should they say not dead the upper ones and found They checked
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alive the lowerone and willbe the upperone thatwilldie ina collapse foritis possible everyone upon they clear debris

This halacha defines the signs of death under debris and rulesthat we must continue searching for survivors even if those on top are found dead.
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even and Jews and constellations stars worshipers of init thathas a courtyard Ifthere was
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acollapse uponthem andfell and constellations stars worshipers of and a thousand ~ one Jew
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another toacourtyard of them one  Ifseparated the Jew because of everything — we clear
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aJew was  whoseparated thisone perhaps upon him we clear courtyard that upon him  and fell
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and constellations stars worshipers of and those remaining

This halacha teaches that we violate Shabbos to clear debris for a possible Jewish survivor, even if the majority of the residents are non-Jews.

29 :l .‘ ,-_f 1 n b B n : /74 b: U 9 PE Halacha 21 - Saving a Life from an Avalanche and the Status of the Majority on Shabbos
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their departure and at the time of another toa courtyard togo  this froma courtyard all of them They departed
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known andnot anavalanche uponhim and fell another toa courtyard and entered ofthem  one  separated
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aJew here  there isnot all of them that they departed forsince upon him remove debris we donot ~ he  who
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from thathe separated isin the status  he  behold are walking when they fromthem who separates and anyone
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allof them they departed though - even Jewish the majority ~ was if therefore  the majority
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we remove debris an avalanche uponhim and fell another toacourtyard of them one  and separated

This halacha discusses whether we may clear debris on Shabbos to save someone trapped under a collapsed building when a mixed group of Jews and non-

Jews bas departed from the courtyard.
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thathe erred fromthe day counts Shabbos isthe day of it when did know and not in the desert One who travels
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at the departure of and recites Havdalah the day the blessings of onit and blesses the seventh and sanctifies six
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onit andrecites Havdalah sanctifies  thathe this onday andeven andday day andonevery Shabbos
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and it is forbidden he will die that not ) only his livelihood = enough for todo for him it is permitted
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and if it Shabbos isa doubtof and day day forevery hislivelihood than  more todo for him
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tothis and similar from his departure . the fifteenth  or fromhis departure is the eighth  thatit  he knew
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iscertain the matter forbehold  day on that melacha todo is permitted thisone behold  count

13 Miy M oDYR PIN DOMNT IWWY  .N3WI RPYWD  KY  NOY
enoughfor he does this fromday except the days and the restof on Shabbos witha caravan did he goout thatnot
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only livelihood

This balacha details how a lost traveler who loses track of the days of the week must count six days and observe the seventh as Shabbos, while restricting bis

daily labor to only what is necessary for survival.

nawa nivol noy:

1' 1-177: Ub ?3 Halacha 23 - Waging War and Saving Lives on Shabbos
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for they came  if Israel cities of - whobesieged and zodiac signs stars Worshippers of
Y PRIy PR n2Wa NN PRy 1RPmR PR Tinn ROy
withthem  wage and we donot the Shabbos —  because of them violate we donot money matters of
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hay mattersof for except theycame not evenif tothe border thatisclose butin a city war
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and in every the Shabbos —  because of them and we violate war with weapons of against them we goout and straw
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that they besieged  or war that they waged  or lives matters of for they came  if place
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the Shabbos —  because of them and we violate war with weapons of against them we goout without specifying
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their brothers  and toassist and togoout tocome  whoare able Israel allof upon and itis a mitzvah
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on Shabbos and zodiac signs stars the worshippers of from the hand of and to save them who are in the siege
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their brothers — and when they have Shabbos until the departure of to delay for them and it is forbidden
saved
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thatnot in order on Shabbos to their place theirs ~ war with weapons of toreturn for them it is permitted
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tocome in the future to cause them to
stumble

This balacha outlinesthe laws of violating Shabbos to defend Jewish cities against non-Jewish attackers, distinguishing between financial raids and life-

threatening sieges, especially near the border.

n ; E? : .'l i?s‘_” 1 NI ?: nb g :j Halacha 24 - Saving Lives from Danger and Crying Out on Shabbos
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itisa mitzvah a river or a siege thatsurrounded it acity or inthesea thatis tossing a ship And so too
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an individual and even tosave them thatispossible thing withevery tosave them on Shabbos togoout
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abear or asnake because of or and constellations stars the worshippers of because of who is pursued
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several with the performing of and even tosave him  itisa mitzvah tokillhim  afterhim pursuing  thatis
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for them and we cry out is permitted  tosave him armour weaponsof toprepare andeven on Shabbos melachos
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supplicate but we do not them tohelp  for them and we sound the on Shabbos and we supplicate
alarm
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on Shabbos the plague over  cryout and not

This balacha teaches that one must desecrate Shabbos to save any individual or community in immediate life-threatening danger, including preparing

weapons or crying out in prayer.
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Halacha 25 - The Laws of Besieging Gentile Cities Before Shabbos and Waging War on Shabbos
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the Shabbos  before days three and constellations stars the worshippers of  cities of - We besiege
MNIN PY2IDY 7Y Naw3a 1PEXY 090 090 D02 mmnhn 1y 1Ry
it that we conquer until on Shabbos andeven andday day onevery war with them and we make
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Devarim  they learned  the tradition  from the mouth of choice a war of thatitis though - and even
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mitzvah  regarding a warof  tosay need and there isno on Shabbos andeven itsdescent until 20 20
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on Shabbos except  Yericho  Yehoshua conquer and did not

This balacha teaches that while a siege on a voluntary war must begin at least three days before Shabbos, once started, the war continues even on Shabbos

itself untilthe city is conquered.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The halachos establish that the laws of Shabbos are suspended in the face of danger to human life, even when there is only a
doubt of danger or a disagreement among physicians. When a multi-day treatment is required, it must begin immediately on
Shabbos without delay, even if it means violating multiple Sabbaths. All of the patient's needs—such as cooking, baking,
heating water, or adjusting lamps—are treated as weekday matters. Crucially, these necessary acts of desecration should be
performed by adult Jewish men and Torah scholars rather than by non-Jews, children, servants, or women, ensuring that the

public does not come to view the sanctity of Shabbos flippantly.

TPYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The holy Torah is nota set of rigid, cold rules, but a living blueprint of Hashem's infinite mercy, kindness, and peace. When
we are faced with a situation of danger to life on Shabbos, the halachah demands that we do not hesitate, nor do we look for
workarounds through children or gentiles. Instead, the greatest among us must act immediately, because the very same

Hashem who commanded us to keep Shabbos commanded us to live by His mitzvos, not to die by them.

This teaches us a profound lesson about our daily avodah. If Hashem values a single moment of physical life so much that He
commands us to set aside the entire holy Shabbos for it, how much more must we value our own spiritual life and the lives of
those around us? We must never allow ourselves to become cold or mechanical in our yiras shamayim. Our relationship with

Hashemand His Torah must be defined by warmth, vitality, and a deep appreciation for the preciousness of every single soul.

Today, show someone else extraordinary warmth and care, remembering that preserving and nurturing a Jewish soul is the

highest expression of Hashem's will.
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