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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin learning the essential halachos of hadlakas neiros, the kindling of the Shabbos lamp. Hashem's Sages
instituted this holy obligation not as an optional matter, but as a binding duty incumbent upon every Jewish home to bring
about shalombayis and trueoneg Shabbos. We will sce how far one must go to fulfill this mitzvah, even if it means begging

fromdoor to door, and the proper berachah to be recited before kindling.

We will also learn the practical guidelines for using the light of the Shabbos lamp once it is lit, ensuring we do not come to tilt
the lamp on Shabbos. Additionally, the chapter discusses the proper timing for lighting before sunset, the special connection
Jewish women have to this beautiful avodah, and the husband's responsibility to gently remind his household to prepare for

the holy Shabbos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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he does not one wants andif he kindles one wants if optional isnot  on Shabbos alamp of - Kindling
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eruvsof suchas he performsit until  afterit  topursue obligated thathe isnot a mitzvah and not kindle
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and both men and both is an obligation this rather for eating hands ~ washing of or  courtyards
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what tohim there isnot evenif on Shabbos lit alamp in theirhomes tohave  are obligated women
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isincluded in for this thelamp ~—  and kindles oil and buys  the doorways  at he begs  he will eat
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Kingof ourGod  Hashem are You Blessed kindling before  tobless and he is obligated  Shabbos  delight of
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Shabbos of  the lamp to kindle and commanded us with His sanctified us  Who  the universe
commandments
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Sages from the words of in them obligated thatheis  the matters all on  one blesses just as

This halacha establishes that lighting the Shabbos lamp is a mandatory Rabbinic obligation incumbent upon all, even requiring one to beg for oil if

necessary, to ensure Shabbos joy and peace in the home.
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scrutiny requiring the matter willbe thatnot and thatis Shabbos of  of the lamp to make use It is permitted
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the lamp by the light of  to examine it it is forbidden initsseeing tobe precise thatrequires a matter  but much
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one will tilt lest asa decree

This halacha outlinesthe Rabbinic probibition against reading or examining items closely by the light of a Shabboslamp, enacted to prevent one from

accidentally tilting the lamp to draw the oil closer.
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Halacha 3 - The Time for Lighting the Shabbos Lamp and the Obligations of Men and Women
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and women  the sun sunsetof  before day  while yet to light needs  The one who lights
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and they in the homes are found thatthey because the men than  more  this matter on are commanded
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towarn them the man  needs so though - andeven the house in the work of are the ones occupied
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before Shabbos eve of hishouse and to the people of tothem andtosay this on them and to check
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entered not doubt the Shabbos and entered darkness doubt the lamp — kindle it gets dark
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light we do not

This balacha details the requirement to light the Shabbos lamp before sunset, the primary role of women in this mitzvah, the husband’s duty to remind

his household, and the probibition of lighting during twilight.
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thatis called is the time it medium-sized stars three thatare seen until the sun  From when sinks
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and we judge  the night from a doubt the day from isa doubt andit place in every the suns between
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melacha and one who does in it kindle we donot and therefore place in every to be stringent in it
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is obligated in unintentionally Shabbos and on the departure ~ Shabbos on the eve of the suns between
of
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small ones and not byday thatareseen large ones are not these and stars case inany asin offering
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stars three of and from when are medium-sized but at night except seen that are not
seen
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definitely isnight  this behold mediumsized ones these

This halacha defines the doubtful period of twilight, known as beyn hash'mashot, and the criteria for the definitive onset of night.
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that the light froma substance — make we donot for Shabbos with it that we light A wick
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and bast combed thatwasnot andflax ofcedar andfiber andsilk andhair  wool suchas init flickers
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that the light froma substance ~ but  tothem and similar soft wood and typesof apalmtree  of
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tothem and similar cotton and wool of linen and garmentsof combed flax suchas toit clings
MPNRI TR R¥PD 22 PR TIE pUoTRm

the wick from that which emerges the majority of light must  and the one who lights

This balacha defines which materials may be used to make wicks for the Shabbos lights and requires that the flame catch onto most of the exposed wick.
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with it light that we may not a substance the back of upon withit thatwe may light a substance One who winds
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the wick to stiffen and if itisforbidden itslight  toincrease in order the wick to thicken if
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itis permitted  below hang down and not  standing  thatitwillbe in order

This balacha discusses the permissibility of winding a valid wick material around an invalid one, depending on whether the intent isto increase the

light or merely to support the wick.

niv1oen nivoneR M7 NRPRM 132 NPR NNy

=il




Halacha 7 - Placing Salt in a Lamp and Kindling a Bonfire from Invalid Wicks
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on Friday the lamp the openingof on abean of andasplitkernel  salt of agrain  One may place
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light that we do not the wicks And all  Shabbos on the nightof  burn  sothatitwill Shabbos
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to use whether by it to warmoneself whether a bonfire  fromthem one may make on Shabbos with them
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except  forbid and they did not the ground topof on whether aholder topof on whether itslight
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alone for a candle a wick to make them

This balacha discusses preparations made on Friday to improve a Shabbos lamp, and clarifies that wicks invalid for Shabbos candles may still be used in
a bonfire.
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oils but the wick after drawn be must  for Shabbos withit  that we kindle Oil
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and tallow and sheep'stail kik andoilof and wax tar  suchas the wick after drawn that are not
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the fire  that not with wicks kindle do we not what and because of with them kindle we do not
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will be lest a decree the wick after drawn that are not with oils and not onthem  catches
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its light that he uses at the time it and he will tilt ~ dim  the lamp the light of

The Sages probibited using poor-quality oils and wicks for Shabbos lamps ro prevent one from tilting the lamp to improve its light on Shabbos.
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Halacha 9 - Lighting the Shabbos Lamp with Melted Tallow and Mixtures of Unacceptable Oils
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and lights thatitis  any oil into them one puts that dissolved fish and entrails of that he melted Tallow
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with them that we light with oils he mixed them evenif withthem we light that not oils but
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drawn that they are not because shall he light  not




This halacha discusses the permissibility of lighting Shabboslamps with melted tallow or fish entrails when mixed with acceptable oil, and the

probibition of using mixtures containing unacceptable oils.
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Halacha 10 - Materials Forbidden for Lighting on Shabbos Due to Danger and Odor
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and an obligation and goout he will leave it lest isbad thatitssmell because with pine sap light We do not
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he will take lest isgood thatitssmell because withbalsamoil and not the lamp by the light of  tosit is upon him
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and even white withnaphtha and not isvolatile  thatit  because and furthermore the lamp from fromit
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danger  tothe handsof and he will come isvolatile ~ thatit  because ona weekday

This halacha details the Rabbinic probibitions against using certain foul-smelling, highly fragrant, or volatile substances as fuel for the Shabbos lamp.
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and turnip and sesame radish  oilof suchas oils with other ab initio to light It is permitted
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alone the Sages  thatenumerated these except isforbidden not tothem  similar  and all

This halacha clarifiesthat besides olive 0il, other common oils are permitted abinitio for lighting the Shabboslamp, and only those specifically

forbidden by the Sages are restricted.
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Halacha 12 - The Decree Against Taking Oil from a Lamp and the Probibition of Muktzeh
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thatitshould  inorder  the lamp the opening of over oil filled with perforated a vessel a person shall place Not
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the wick the end of and place the lamp beside and placeit ol a bowl with shall he fill And not drip
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thatisin the vessel  the oil ~ from he will take lest A decree draw thatitshould  in order into it
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the oil  from on Shabbos tobenefit And itisforbidden in the lamp become repugnant ithasnot  since
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it is because the lamp from itdripped andevenif thelamp itwentout andevenif withit thatwaskindled
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withlime the lamp  to the oil  init thathas the vessel he attached Andif prohibition by reason of muktzeh
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itis permitted to them and the like  or withclay

The Sages probibited placing an external vessel of 0il to feed a lamp on Shabbos lest one take from that oil, which is muktzeb.
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Halacha 13- The Probibition of Nullifying a Utensil and Placing Water Under Sparks
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the utensil he nullifies because on Shabbos oil init toreceive thelamp wunder a utensil place We do not
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the lamp under autensil And we may place itispermitted day while it wasyet he placedit andif fromitsreadiness
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nullified it he hasnot and behold substance in them there is not because sparks init toreceive on Shabbos
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he because Shabbos fromthe eve of andeven water into it Toplace Butitisforbidden  from carrying it
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the sparks the extinguishing of  hastens

This balacha discusses the probibition of making a utensil unusable on Shabbos by catching dripping oil, and the restriction against placing water to

extinguish falling sparks.
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high andevenif thelamp by the lightof  read and not the lamp by the light of searchforlice One may not
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not isin the upperone and the lamp this topof on this houses ten and even storeys two
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and if andtilt  he will forget lest in the lower one by its light ~ shall he search forlice and not shall he read
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one  since each the lamp before toread they are permitted ~ one  inasubject reading two they were
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of them one  since each  subjects intwo  not but  he forgets if  hisfellow reminds of them
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with his subject is occupied

This halacha detailsthe Rabbinic decree forbidding reading or searching garments for lice by the light of an oil lamp on Shabbos, enacted to prevent

one from accidentally tilting the lamp to drawthe oil.




ﬂ;!;?: 9 JU 23 NI? T ;1_1 N P’J’n .HB’W ]7 Halacha 15 - Children and Their Teacher Reading by Lamp Light on Shabbos
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but  watches them the teacher because the lamp by the light of their teacher before mayread  The children
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at the scroll to look to him and there is upon him fear of them there isno because read  maynot  he
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and after tohave themread needs that he the passage  the beginning of he sees until the lamp by the light of
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before him read and they in theirhand the scroll he places that

This halacha discusses the Rabbinic decree against reading by the light of an oil lamp on Shabbos, which is relaxed for children under their teacher's

SUPErvISLOn.

n ; W: 9 :U 13 Nb E’b : n |?’-f : ko] N Halacha 16 - Probibition of Checking Vessels by the Light of a Lamp on Shabbos
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itis forbidden ~ much  withexamination except distinguishable and are not tothat this thatresemble Vessels
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Therefore  and tilt  he will forget lest between them and to distinguish  the lamp  to the light of  to bring them close

237 TIR? NIYRY niois pTaB 4D MO ¥Iap ANY winw

the lamp to the light of  and bowls cups to check forhim itis forbidden permanent whoisnot anattendant
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kerosene  of  withalamp whether olives oil of of  withalamp whether recognize them thathe doesnot because
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the lamp to the light of tocheck for him itis permitted permanent anattendant But isgreat whose light

cups
olives  oil of of alamp itwas Andif  much examination need  thathe doesnot because and bowls
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he will take lest adecree ispermitted thathe though - andeven tocheck him instruct we donot
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from it

This halacha detailsthe Rabbinic decree against examining items by candlelight on Shabbos due to the concern that one might forgetfully tilt the lamp

to improve the light.
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Halacha 17 - Opening a Door Near a Lamp or Fire and Placing a Shabbos Lamp on a Tree
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toopen itisforbidden the door thatisbehind A lamp

thathe because in hisusual way and tolock the door
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and it is forbidden that he locks and at the time that he opens at the time he must be careful rather extinguishes it

72 MW M7 NINY T3 NIWR MPTRA T2 NP0 Ny TRDY

on it blowing the wind  that should be in order on Shabbos  the bonfire  opposite  the door — to open
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Shabbos  of  the lamp and we may place common awind except there thatthereisnot though - and even
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worry and he need not to the ground thatisattached atree topof on

This balacha discusses the restrictions on opening doors near flames due to the risk of extinguishing or fanning them, and the permissibility of placing a

Shabbos lamp on a tree.

n ; W 29¥2 9 Q1 174 o ny°pn Halacha 18 - Blowing the Shofar on Friday Afternoon to Announce Shabbos
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Shabbos on the eve of blasts six  in them blow Yisrael of and towns provinces All
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and all the province the people of all  tomake heard in order blow they would  high  andina place
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its the outskirts the people of

This balacha describes the ancient practice of blowing the shofar on Friday afternoon to signalthe community to cease work and prepare for Shabbos.

MDY M N2 NAY 27y NIYORN 970 Hlalucha 19, The Orederof

niwyemy STYPRY whantn niTa ooTRivn aviny mAwRY nyoRn

and fromdoing and from digging from plowing in the fields those who stand  refrained first A blast
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that will come until the city toenter are permitted the close ones and not thatisin the field  melacha
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all of them and they will enter the distant ones

and the shutters are open the stores and still once at
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and still the stores and were locked  the shutters were removed asecond  to blow he began  are resting
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third a blast to blow he began  the stove topof on areresting and the pots  the hot water
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and he waits the candles — and they lit  the one who insulates and insulated the one who removes removed
yRin1 .MEn2 ne pUaTd? TR N TRp AT niv? U3
and he blows a teki'ah in the oven bread to stick enoughtime or small afish  toroast enough time
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and he rests and he blows a teki'ah and he blows a teru'ah

| This halacha details the sequence of the six shofar blasts sounded on Friday afternoon to signal the progressive cessation of work and the onset of Shabbos.
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the sun  to the setting of  close and the third at Minchah it one sounds first The sounding
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the people  to permit the stars the emergence of  after  Shabbos atthe departure of they sound and likewise
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for their labors

This halacha details the timing of the shofar blasts sounded on Friday afternoon to usher in Shabbos and on Saturday night to signal the resumption of

weekday activities.
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Halacha 21 - Shofar Blowing and Havdalah on Yom Kippur and Yom Tov Adjacent to Shabbos
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to be ifitfell ~ sounding  were they not Shabbos on the eve of to be that fell Kippur Yom
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to be thatfell Tov A Yom do they recite havdalah and not dothey sound not Shabbos on the departure of
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the Shabbos after to be ifit fell do they recite havdalah and not they sound Shabbos on the eve of
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do they sound and not they recite havdalah

This balacha detailsthe laws of sounding the shofar and reciting havdalah when Yom Kippur or Yom Tov occurs immediately before or after Shabbos.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter establishes that lighting the Shabbos lamp is an absolute obligation for both men and women, requiring a
berachah beforehand and taking precedence even over Kiddush for the sake of shalom bayis. While we may benefit from the
light, we are forbidden to performactivities requiring close scrutiny lest we tilt the lamp. Finally, the halachos clarify that the
lamps must be lit before sunset, with women holding the primary role in this household mitzvah, while the husband is

responsible for reminding his family to kindle the lights before twilight begins.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah teaches us that the Shabbos lights are not a mere option or a beautiful customy they are an absolute obligation, a
fundamental part of our avodah of Oneg Shabbos. The Rambam writes that even a poor person who has nothing to eat must
go door to door to get oil for these lights. Why? Because the light of Shabbos brings peace, clarity, and joy into the home,

preventing us fromstumbling in the dark.

But notice how carefully the Sages guarded this light. They forbade us fromreading or doing intricate work by the candle's
light, and they prohibited using unstable wicks or poor oils, all out of a single concern: "lest one tilt the lamp” to adjust the
flame on Shabbos. This teaches us a profound lesson in our daily lives. When we have something holy and precious—like the
peace of our home, our shalombayis, or our own spiritual clarity—we cannot afford to play with fire or put ourselves in

situations where we might easily slip. We must set up boundaries and safeguards before the holy day even begins.

This Shabbos, when you stand by the candles or prepare your home for the holy day, don't just rush through the motions.
Take a moment to realize that these lights are there to bring the light of Hashem's peace into your physical space. Guard that

peace by resolving to avoid any tense conversations or stressful rush as the sun begins to set.

Before Shabbos begins, consciously step away fromany stressful or rushed preparations ten minutes early, ensuring that the

transition into the holy day is met with calm, peace, and a settled mind.
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