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C HA P T E R  P R E V IE W

In this chapter, we begin our deep dive into the core foundations of Hilchos Shabbos, focusing on the thirty-nine melachos

(forbidden labors) that are the very pillars of the day's sanctity. The Rambam introduces us to the concept of avos melachos

(primary categories of labor) and toldos (their derivatives), explaining how we determine what constitutes an av (primary

category) based on the holy work that was done to construct the Mishkan.

We will learn the famous list of the thirty-nine melachos, starting from the agricultural steps of making bread—such as

plowing, sowing, reaping, and baking—and moving through the processes of making garments, preparing hides, building,

and transferring between domains. The Rambam lovingly lays out how these activities, which were necessary to build

Hashem's sanctuary, define the boundaries of our rest on Shabbos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

הל׳ א

בָּת  שַׁ  סוּרוֹת בְּ אֲ לָאכוֹת הָ בוֹת מְ ע אֲ שַׁ  תֵ ים וְ שִׁ לֹ  שְׁ  Halacha 1 · The Thirty-Nine Primary Categories of Forbidden Melacha on Shabbos

אכוֹת לָ מְ
Labors

ין יָּבִ  חַ שֶׁ
that one is liable

ן יהֶ לֵ עֲ
upon them

ילָה קִ סְ
stoning

ת כָרֵ וְ
and kares

יד זִ מֵ בְּ
intentionally

אוֹ
or

ן בַּ  רְ קָ
a sacrifice of

את טָּ  חַ
sin offering

גָה. גָ שְׁ  בִּ
unintentionally

ן הֶ מֵ
some of them

בוֹת אָ
are primary categories

ן הֶ וּמֵ
and some of them

דוֹת. לָ וֹ תּ
are derivatives

יַן נְ וּמִ
and the number of

ל כָּ
all

בוֹת אֲ
the primary categories

of

אכוֹת לָ מְ
labors

ים עִ בָּ  רְ אַ
is forty

ר סֵ חָ
minus

ת. חַ אַ
one

וּ לּ אֵ וְ
and these

ן. הֵ
are

ה. שָׁ י רִ חֲ הַ
plowing

ה. יעָ רִ זְּ  הַ וְ
and sowing

ה. ירָ צִ קְּ הַ וְ
and reaping

וּר. מּ עִ הָ וְ
and gathering sheaves

ה. שָׁ י דִּ הַ וְ
and threshing

יָּה.  רִ זְּ  הַ וְ
and winnowing

ה. ירָ רִ בְּ הַ וְ
and selecting

ינָה. חִ טְּ  הַ וְ
and grinding

ה. דָ קָ רְ הַ הַ וְ
and sifting

ה. שָׁ י לִּ הַ וְ
and kneading

יָּה.  פִ אֲ הָ וְ
and baking

יזָה. זִ גְּ הַ וְ
and shearing

וּן. בּ לִּ הַ וְ
and bleaching

וּץ. פּ נִּ הַ וְ
and combing

ה. יעָ בִ צְּ הַ וְ
and dyeing

יָּה.  וִ טְּ  הַ וְ
and spinning

יַּת שִׂ עֲ וַ
and making

ין. ירִ נִּ הַ
the heddles

כַת נְסָ הַ וְ
and setting up

כָה. סֵּ  מַּ  הַ
the warp

יגָה. רִ אֲ הָ וְ
and weaving

ה. יעָ צִ בְּ הַ וְ
and splitting

ה. ירָ שִׁ  קְּ הַ וְ
and tying

ה. רָ תָּ  הַ הַ וְ
and untying

ה. ירָ פִ תְּ הַ וְ
and sewing

ה. יעָ רִ קְּ הַ וְ
and tearing

יָן. נְ בִּ הַ וְ
and building

ה. ירָ תִ סְּ הַ וְ
and demolishing

ה כָּאָ  הַ וְ
and striking

. ישׁ טִּ  פַ בְּ
with a hammer

ה. ידָ צִּ הַ וְ
and trapping

ה. יטָ חִ שְּׁ   הַ וְ
and slaughtering

ה. טָ שָׁ  פְ הַ הַ וְ
and skinning

ה. דָ בָ עֲ הַ הַ וְ
and tanning

ת יקַ חִ וּמְ
and scraping

עוֹר. הָ
the hide

. וּכוֹ תּ חִ וְ
and cutting it

יבָה. תִ כְּ הַ וְ
and writing

ה. יקָ חִ מְּ הַ וְ
and erasing

טוּט. רְ שִּׂ  הַ וְ
and ruling lines

ה. רָ עָ בְ הַ הַ וְ
and kindling

וּי. בּ כִּ הַ וְ
and extinguishing

ה הוֹצָאָ הַ וְ
and transferring

וּת שׁ רְ מֵ
from a domain

וּת: שׁ רְ לִ
to a domain



This halacha lists the thirty-nine primary categories of forbidden labor on Shabbos, for which intentional transgression carries the penalty of stoning

or kares, and unintentional transgression requires a sin offering.

הל׳ ב

ן לָהֶ ה  מֶ וֹ דּ הַ לָאכָה וְ בוֹת מְ ת אֲ רַ דָּ גְ הַ Halacha 2 · Defining the Primary Categories of Labor and Their Analogous Activities

ל כָּ
All

וּ לּ אֵ
these

אכוֹת לָ מְּ הַ
the labors

ל כָ וְ
and all

הוּא שֶׁ
that is

יָנָם נְ עִ מֵ
of their matter

ם הֵ
they

ין אִ רָ נִּקְ הַ
are those called

בוֹת אֲ
fathers of

אכוֹת. לָ מְ
labors

ד יצַ כֵּ
How

הוּא
is

יָנָן. נְ עִ
their matter

ד חָ אֶ
one

שׁ רֵ חוֹ הַ
He who plows

אוֹ
or

ר חוֹפֵ הַ
he who digs

אוֹ
or

ה עוֹשֶׂ הָ
he who makes

יץ רִ חָ
a groove

י רֵ הֲ
behold

זֶה
this

ב אַ
is a father of

אכָה. לָ מְ
melacha

ל כָּ  שֶׁ
for each

ת חַ אַ
one

ת חַ אַ וְ
and one

ן הֶ מֵ
of them

ה ירָ חֲפִ
is digging

ע קַ רְ קַּ בַּ
in the ground

יָן נְ עִ וְ
and a matter

ד חָ אֶ
single

הוּא:
it is

This halacha defines the primary categories of labor (Avos Melachos) and explains that activities identical in nature to them are also classified as

primary categories.

הל׳ ג

בָּת  שַׁ  ר בְּ מֵ זּוֹ הַ עַ וְ טֵ וֹ נּ הַ עַ וְ רֵ זּוֹ הַ Halacha 3 · The Primary Category of Sowing and Its Derivatives on Shabbos

ן כֵ וְ
And so

עַ רֵ זּוֹ  הַ
one who sows

ים עִ רָ זְ
seeds

אוֹ
or

עַ וֹטֵ נּ הַ
one who plants

נוֹת ילָ אִ
trees

אוֹ
or

יךְ רִ בְ מַּ  הַ
one who extends

נוֹת ילָ אִ
trees

אוֹ
or

יב כִּ רְ מַּ  הַ
one who grafts

אוֹ
or

ר. זּוֹמֵ  הַ
one who prunes

ל כָּ
all

וּ לּ אֵ
these

ב אָ
primary category

ד חָ אֶ
one

ן הֵ
are

בוֹת אֲ מֵ
from the primary

categories of

אכוֹת לָ מְ
labors

יָן נְ עִ וְ
and concept

ד חָ אֶ
one

הוּא.
it is

ל כָּ  שֶׁ
for each

ת חַ אַ
one

ן הֶ מֵ
of them

חַ מֵּ  צַ לְ
to cause to grow

ר בָ דָּ
a thing

הוּא
he

ן: וֵּ כַּ  תְ מִ
intends

This halacha establishes that sowing, planting, extending, grafting, and pruning are all classified under a single primary category of labor because they

share the same objective of promoting plant growth.

הל׳ ד

יו תָ דוֹ לְ תוֹ ר וְ צֵ ל קוֹ שֶׁ לָאכָה  ב מְ ת אַ רַ דָּ גְ הַ Halacha 4 · Defining the Primary Category of Reaping and Its Subcategories

ן כֵ וְ
And so

ר וֹצֵ קּ הַ
one who reaps

ה בוּאָ תְּ
grain

אוֹ
or

ית נִ טְ קִ
legumes

אוֹ
or

ר וֹצֵ בּ הַ
one who harvests

ים נָבִ עֲ
grapes

אוֹ
or

ר דֵ וֹ גּ הַ
one who harvests

ים רִ מָ תְּ
dates

אוֹ
or

וֹסֵק מּ הַ
one who harvests

ים זֵיתִ
olives

אוֹ
or

ה אוֹרֶ הָ
one who gathers

ים. נִ אֵ תְּ
figs

ל כָּ
all

וּ לּ אֵ
these

ב אַ
a primary category

אכָה לָ מְ
of labor

ת חַ אַ
one

ן. הֵ
are

ל כָּ  שֶׁ
since all

ת חַ אַ
one

ן הֶ מֵ
of them

עֲקֹר לַ
to uproot

ר בָ דָּ
a thing

יו וּלָ דּ גִּ מִ
from its place of growth

ן. וֵּ כַּ  תְ מִ
intends

ל עַ וְ
and in

ךְ רֶ דֶּ
manner

זוֹ
this

ר אָ שְׁ
the rest of

בוֹת: אָ הָ
the primary categories

This halacha explains that harvesting different types of produce, though called by different names in Hebrew, all fall under the single primary category

of reaping.

ה הל׳ 



ן חֵ לֶאכֶת טוֹ מְ לִ יָּהּ  מֻ דְ ה וּ דָ לָ וֹ ת תּ רַ דָּ גְ הַ Halacha 5 · The Definition of a Derivative and Its Similarity to the Labor of Grinding

ה דָ לָ וֹ תּ הַ
The derivative

יא הִ
is

אכָה לָ מְּ הַ
the labor

ה וֹמָ דּ הַ
that resembles

ב אָ לְ
a primary category

וּ לּ אֵ מֵ
from these

בוֹת. אָ הָ
primary categories

ד. יצַ כֵּ
How so

ךְ תֵּ  חַ מְ הַ
One who cuts

ת אֶ
—

ק יָּרָ  הָ
the vegetable

ט עַ מְ
finely

לוֹ שְּׁ   בַ לְ
to cook it

י רֵ הֲ
behold

זֶה
this one

יָּב  חַ
is liable

זּוֹ  שֶׁ
for this

אכָה לָ מְּ הַ
labor

ת דֶ לֶ וֹ תּ
is a derivative

ינָה. חִ טְ
of grinding

ן וֹחֵ טּ הַ שֶׁ
for one who grinds

חַ לוֹקֵ
takes

וּף גּ
body

ד חָ אֶ
one

קוֹ לְּ חַ וּמְ
and divides it

ים גוּפִ לְ
into bodies

בֵּה.  רְ הַ
many

ל כָ וְ
and anyone

ה עוֹשֶׂ הָ
who does

ר בָ דָּ
a thing

ה וֹמֶ דּ הַ
that resembles

זֶה לָ
this

י רֵ הֲ
behold

זֶה
this

ת דֶ לֶ וֹ תּ
is a derivative

ן. טוֹחֵ
of grinding

ן כֵ וְ
And similarly

חַ וֹקֵ לּ הַ
one who takes

ן וֹ שׁ לָ
a bar

ל שֶׁ
of

כֶת תֶּ  מַ
metal

ף שָׁ  וְ
and files

תוֹ אוֹ
it

י דֵ כְּ
in order

ח קַּ  לִ
to take

רוֹ עֲפָ מֵ
from its dust

ךְ רֶ דֶ כְּ
like the way

ים שִׂ עוֹ שֶׁ
that do

י פֵ רְ צוֹ
goldsmiths

ב זָּהָ  הַ
of the gold

י רֵ הֲ
behold

זֶה
this

ת דֶ לֶ וֹ תּ
is a derivative

ינָה: חִ טְ
of grinding

The Rambam defines a derivative labor as one that resembles a primary category, illustrating this with examples of grinding vegetables and filing

metal.

הל׳ ו

לָאכוֹת מְּ  דוֹת הַ לְ תוֹ ינָה וְ בִ גְ נֶה בִּ ר וּבוֹ רֵ וֹ לֶאכֶת בּ מְ
Halacha 6 · The Prohibition of Selecting and Building in Cheese Making and the Nature of Derivatives

ן כֵ וְ
And so

חַ וֹקֵ לּ הַ
one who takes

ב לָ חָ
milk

ן נָתַ וְ
and placed

וֹ בּ
in it

יבָה קֵ
stomach lining

י דֵ כְּ
in order

צוֹ בְ חָ לְ
to curdle it

י רֵ הֲ
behold

זֶה
this

יָּב  חַ
liable

וּם שּׁ  מִ
because of

ת דֶ לֶ וֹ תּ
a derivative of

ר וֹרֵ בּ
selecting

י רֵ הֲ שֶׁ
for behold

ישׁ רִ פְ הִ
he separated

וֹם קּ הַ
the whey

ן מִ
from

ב. לָ חָ הֶ
the milk

ם אִ וְ
and if

נוֹ בְּ גִּ
he curdled it

הוּ שָׂ עָ וְ
and made it

ינָה בִ גְּ
cheese

יָּב  חַ
liable

וּם שּׁ  מִ
because of

נֶה. וֹ בּ
building

ל כָּ  שֶׁ
for anyone

ץ בֵּ  קַ מְ הַ
who gathers

לֶק חֵ
part

ל אֶ
to

לֶק חֵ
part

בֵּק  דִ וְ
and glues

ל כּ הַ
the whole

ד עַ
until

וּ שׂ יֵּעָ  שֶׁ
they are made

וּף גּ
body

ד חָ אֶ
one

י רֵ הֲ
behold

זֶה
this

ה וֹמֶ דּ
resembles

יָן. נְ בִ לְ
to building

ן כֵ וְ
And so

ל כָ לְ
for every

אכָה לָ מְ
labor

אכָה לָ וּמְ
and labor

וּ לּ אֵ מֵ
from these

בוֹת אָ הָ
the primary categories

יֵשׁ
there are

ן הֶ לָ
to them

דוֹת לָ וֹ תּ
derivatives

ל עַ
upon

ךְ רֶ דֶּ
way

זוֹ
this

נוּ. רְ מַ אָ שֶׁ
that we said

וּף גּ וּמִ
and from the body of

אכָה לָ מְּ הַ
the labor

ית שֵׂ נַּעֲ  הַ
that is done

ת בָּ שַׁ  בְּ
on Shabbos

ע דַ תֵּ
you will know

ין עֵ מֵ
from the likeness of

י אֵ
which

זֶה
this

ב אָ
primary category

יא הִ
it is

ת דֶ לֶ תוֹ וְ
and a derivative of

י אֵ
which

זֶה
this

ב אָ
primary category

יא: הִ
it is

The Rambam explains how curdling milk and making cheese violate the labors of selecting and building, and establishes how to categorize any

derivative labor.

ז הל׳ 

ן בָּ  רְ ן קָ יַ נְ עִ לְ דוֹת  לָ תוֹ לְ בוֹת  בֵּין אָ שׁ  רֵ פְ הֶ הַ



Halacha 7 · The Difference Between Primary Melachos and Derivatives Regarding Sin Offerings

ד חָ אֶ
One

ה עוֹשֶׂ הָ
who performs

ב אָ
a primary category

בוֹת אֲ מֵ
of the primary

categories

אכוֹת לָ מְ
of melachos

אוֹ
or

ה דָ לָ וֹ תּ
a derivative

ן מִ
of

דוֹת לָ וֹ תּ הַ
the derivatives

יד זִ מֵ בְּ
intentionally

יָּב  חַ
is liable

ת. כָּרֵ
karet

ם אִ וְ
and if

בָּאוּ
came

ים דִ עֵ
witnesses

ל. קָ נִסְ
he is stoned

ג וֹגֵ שׁ בְּ
unintentionally

יָּב  חַ
is liable

את טָּ  חַ
a sin offering

ה. בוּעָ קְ
fixed

ם אִ
if

ן כֵּ
so

ה מַ
what

שׁ רֵ פְ הֶ
difference

יֵשׁ
is there

ין בֵּ
between

בוֹת אָ הָ
the primary categories

דוֹת. לָ וֹ תּ הַ וְ
and the derivatives

ין אֵ
there is no

ן ינֵיהֶ בֵּ
between them

שׁ רֵ פְ הֶ
difference

לָּא  אֶ
except

יַן נְ עִ לְ
regarding

ן בָּ  רְ קָּ  הַ
the sacrifice

ד. בַ לְ בִּ
alone

ה עוֹשֶׂ הָ שֶׁ
for one who performs

ג וֹגֵ שׁ בְּ
unintentionally

ם אִ
if

ה שָׂ עָ
he performed

בוֹת אָ
primary categories

בֵּה  רְ הַ
many

לֵם עָ הֵ בְּ
in a lapse of awareness

ד חָ אֶ
one

יָּב  חַ
is liable

את טָּ  חַ
a sin offering

ת חַ אַ
one

ל עַ
for

ל כָּ
every

ב אָ
primary category

ב. אָ וְ
and primary category

ם אִ וְ
and if

ה שָׂ עָ
he performed

ב אָ
a primary category

יו תָ דוֹ לְ תוֹ וְ
and its derivatives

לֵם עָ הֵ בְּ
in a lapse of awareness

ד חָ אֶ
one

ינוֹ אֵ
he is not

יָּב  חַ
liable

לָּא  אֶ
except

את טָּ  חַ
a sin offering

ת: חַ אַ
one

This halacha explains that while both primary categories of labor and their derivatives carry the same capital and spiritual punishments, they differ

in the number of sin offerings required for multiple unintentional transgressions.

ח הל׳ 

ד חָ לֵם אֶ עָ הֵ נוֹת בְּ וֹ לָאכוֹת שׁ ל מְ אוֹת עַ טָּ  יּוּב חַ חִ Halacha 8 · Liability for Multiple Sin Offerings in a Single Lapse of Awareness

ד. יצַ כֵּ
How

י רֵ הֲ
behold

שׁ רַ חָ שֶׁ
who plowed

ע זָרַ וְ
and sowed

ר צַ קָ וְ
and reaped

ת בָּ שַׁ  בְּ
on Shabbos

לֵם עָ הֵ בְּ
in a lapse of awareness

ד חָ אֶ
single

יָּב  חַ
is liable

לֹשׁ  שָׁ
three

אוֹת. טָּ  חַ
sin offerings

וּ לּ פִ אֲ וַ
And even if

ה שָׂ עָ
he performed

ים עִ בָּ  רְ אַ הָ
the forty

ר סֵ חָ
minus

ת חַ אַ
one

גָה גָ שְׁ  בִּ
inadvertently

ן גוֹ כְּ
for example

כַח שָּׁ   שֶׁ
that he forgot

וּ לּ אֵ שֶׁ
that these

אכוֹת לָ מְּ הַ
the labors

אֲסוּרוֹת
are forbidden

וֹת שׂ עָ לֵ
to be done

ת בָּ שַׁ  בְּ
on Shabbos

יָּב  חַ
he is liable

ל עַ
for

ל כָּ
every

אכָה לָ מְ
labor

אכָה לָ וּמְ
and labor

את טָּ  חַ
sin offering

ת. חַ אַ
one

ל בָ אֲ
But

ם אִ
if

ן חַ טָ
he ground

ךְ תַ חָ וְ
and cut

ק יָּרָ  הָ
the vegetable

ף שָׁ  וְ
and pulverized

ן וֹ שׁ לָ
a strip

ל שֶׁ
of

כֶת תֶּ  מַ
metal

לֵם עָ הֵ בְּ
in a lapse of awareness

ד חָ אֶ
single

ינוֹ אֵ
he is not

יָּב  חַ
liable

לָּא  אֶ
except

את טָּ  חַ
sin offering

ת. חַ אַ
one

י רֵ הֲ שֶׁ
for behold

לֹא
not

ה שָׂ עָ
did he perform

לָּא  אֶ
except

ב אָ
a primary labor

ד חָ אֶ
one

יו. תָ דוֹ לְ תוֹ וְ
and its derivatives

ן כֵ וְ
And so

ל כָּ
all

יּוֹצֵא כַּ
similar

זֶה: בָּ
to this

This halacha explains when a person is liable for multiple sin offerings for performing different primary labors, versus a single offering for performing a

primary labor and its derivatives.

הל׳ ט

ת חַ לָאכָה אַ ין מְ עֵ בֵּה מֵ  רְ לָאכוֹת הַ ל מְ ת עַ חַ טָּאת אַ  יּוּב חַ חִ
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ה עוֹשֶׂ הָ
One who performs

אכוֹת לָ מְ
labors

בֵּה  רְ הַ
many

ין עֵ מֵ
of the type of

אכָה לָ מְ
labor

ת חַ אַ
one

לֵם עָ הֵ בְּ
in a lapse of awareness

ד חָ אֶ
single

ינוֹ אֵ
is not

יָּב  חַ
liable

לָּא  אֶ
except

את טָּ  חַ
a sin offering

ת. חַ אַ
one

ד. יצַ כֵּ
How so

י רֵ הֲ
Behold

ע זָּרַ  שֶׁ
who sowed

ע נָטַ וְ
and planted

יךְ רִ בְ הִ וְ
and layered

יב כִּ רְ הִ וְ
and grafted

ר זָמַ וְ
and pruned

לֵם עָ הֵ בְּ
in a lapse of awareness

ד חָ אֶ
single

ינוֹ אֵ
is not

יָּב  חַ
liable

לָּא  אֶ
except

את טָּ  חַ
a sin offering

ת חַ אַ
one

ן לָּ  כֻּ  שֶׁ
for all of them

ב אָ
a primary category

ד חָ אֶ
one

ן. הֵ
are

ן כֵ וְ
and so

ל כָּ
all

יּוֹצֵא כַּ
similar

זֶה: בָּ
to this

This halacha teaches that performing multiple subcategories of a single primary labor during one lapse of awareness requires only one sin offering.

C HA P T E R  S U M M A RY

The chapter establishes the thirty-nine primary categories of forbidden labor (avos melachos) on Shabbos, which are derived

directly from the activities performed in the construction of the Mishkan. The Rambam enumerates each of these thirty-nine

melachos in order, spanning agricultural, textile, leatherworking, and construction activities, as well as kindling,

extinguishing, and transferring. Finally, the halachos clarify the definition of an "analogous activity," explaining that actions

which are identical in nature and purpose to a primary category—such as digging or making a groove in the ground, which

are identical to plowing—are treated as part of that very same primary category of labor.

ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

When we look at the thirty-nine melachos of Shabbos, it is easy to get lost in the technical details of plowing, sowing, or

grinding. But the Rambam is teaching us a profound secret about how Hashem structured His world. Every single action we

do has a root, an "av" (a father), and many branches, the "tolados" (the children). The Torah is showing us that nothing we

do is isolated. A small, seemingly minor act like chopping a vegetable finely or curdling milk is directly connected to the great,

foundational labors of the Mishkan.

This is a tremendous lesson for our daily avodah. Sometimes, the yetzer hara tries to convince us that our small deeds do not

matter. We think, "What is the big deal if I say one small word of lashon hara, or if I show a tiny bit of anger, or conversely, if

I do one small favor for another Yid? It is just a minor detail!" But the halachah of av and toldos teaches us otherwise. Every

small action is a child of a larger spiritual reality. A small act of patience is a toldah of deep emunah; a small slip of the tongue

is a toldah of a lack of yiras Shamayim. Everything is connected to a root.

When we realize that our smallest daily choices carry the weight of their spiritual parents, we begin to live with more

mindfulness and respect for our own actions. We see that we are not just drifting through random moments, but constantly

building or, chas v'shalom, tearing down.

Today, before you perform a seemingly small act of chesed or make a minor decision in your service of Hashem, pause for one

second and remind yourself: "This small deed is a toldah of something eternal and holy."
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