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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin our deep dive into the core foundations of Hilchos Shabbos, focusing on the thirty-nine melachos
(forbidden labors) that are the very pillars of the day's sanctity. The Rambam introduces us to the concept of avos melachos
(primary categories of labor) and toldos (their derivatives), explaining how we determine what constitutes an av (primary

category) based on the holy work that was done to construct the Mishkan.

We will learn the famous list of the thirty-nine melachos, starting from the agricultural steps of making bread—such as
plowing, sowing, reaping, and baking—and moving through the processes of making garments, preparing hides, building,
and transferring between domains. The Rambamlovingly lays out how these activities, which were necessary to build
Hashem's sanctuary, define the boundaries of our rest on Shabbos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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and sifting and grinding and selecting  and winnowing and threshing and gathering sheaves ~ and reaping
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and making and spinning and dyeing and combing and bleaching and shearing  and baking  and kneading
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and untying and tying and splitting and weaving the warp and setting up  the heddles
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toa domain froma domain and transferring and extinguishing  and kindling and ruling lines and erasing




Thishalacha lists the thirty-nine primary categories of forbidden labor on Shabbos, for which intentional transgression carriesthe penalty of stoning

or kares, and unintentional transgression requires a sin offering.
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This halacha defines the primary categoriesof labor (Avos Melachos) and explains that activities identical in nature to them are also classified as

primary categories.
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This halacha establishesthat sowing, planting, extending, grafting, and pruning are all classified under a single primary category of labor because they

share the same objective of promoting plant growth.
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This halacha explains that harvesting different types of produce, though called by different names in Hebrew, all fall under the single primary category
of reaping.
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The Rambam defines a derivative labor asone that resembles a primary category, illustrating this with examples of grinding vegetables and filing

metal.
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Halacha 6 - The Probibition of Selecting and Building in Cheese Making and the Nature of Derivatives
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The Rambam explains how curdling milk and making cheese violate the labors of selecting and building, and establishes howto categorize any

derivative labor.
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Halacha 7 - The Difference Between Primary Melachos and Derivatives Regarding Sin Offerings
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This halacha explains that while both primary categoriesof labor and their derivatives carry the same capital and spiritual punishments, they differ

in the number of sin offerings required for multiple unintentional transgressions.
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three  isliable single inalapse of awareness on Shabbos and reaped and sowed who plowed behold How
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This halacha explains when a person is liable for multiple sin offerings for performing different primary labors, versus a single offering for performing a

primary labor and itsderivatives.
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Halacha 9- Liability of a Single Sin Offering for Multiple Labors of the Same Category
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This halacha teaches that performing multiple subcategories of a single primary labor during one lapse of awareness requires only one sin offering.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter establishes the thirty-nine primary categories of forbidden labor (avos melachos) on Shabbos, which are derived
directly from the activities performed in the construction of the Mishkan. The Rambam enumerates each of these thirty-nine
melachos in order, spanning agricultural, textile, leatherworking, and construction activities, as well as kindling,
extinguishing, and transferring. Finally, the halachos clarify the definition of an "analogous activity," explaining that actions
which are identical in nature and purpose to a primary category—such as digging or making a groove in the ground, which

are identical to plowing—are treated as part of that very same primary category of labor.

HWV?Q? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

When we look at the thirty-nine melachos of Shabbos, it is easy to get lost in the technical details of plowing, sowing, or
grinding. But the Rambam s teaching us a profound secret about how Hashem structured His world. Every single action we
do hasa root, an "av" (a father), and many branches, the "tolados" (the children). The Torah is showing us that nothing we
do is isolated. A small, seemingly minor act like chopping a vegetable finely or curdling milk is directly connected to the great,

foundational labors of the Mishkan.

This is a tremendous lesson for our daily avodah. Sometimes, the yetzer hara tries to convince us that our small deeds do not
matter. We think, "What is the big deal if T say one small word of lashon hara, orif I show a tiny bit of anger, or conversely, if
I do one small favor for another Yid? It is just a minor detail!” But the halachah of av and toldos teaches us otherwise. Every
small action is a child of a larger spiritual reality. A small act of patience is a toldah of deep emunah; a small slip of the tongue

isa toldah of a lack of yiras Shamayim. Everything is connected to a root.

When we realize that our smallest daily choices carry the weight of their spiritual parents, we begin to live with more
mindfulness and respect for our own actions. We see that we are not just drifting through random moments, but constantly

building or, chas v'shalom, tearing down.

Today, before you performa seemingly small act of chesed or make a minor decision in your service of Hashem, pause for one

second and remind yourself: " This small deed is a toldah of something eternal and holy."
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