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L CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this chapter, we begin learning the specific halachos of the thirty-nine melachos of Shabbos, starting with the very first
melachos of the agricultural order. The Rambam takes us through the details of Choresh (plowing), Zore'a (sowing), and

Kotzer (reaping), showing us how these avos melachos and their toldos (derivatives) apply in our daily lives.

We will learn how even the slightest bit of weeding, pruning, or leveling the ground can fall under the prohibition of plowing
or sowing, depending on one's intent to improve the land or the tree. The chapter also clarifies the guidelines for reaping,
including the status of plants growing in perforated versus unperforated flower pots, and how a single action can sometimes
carry a double liability for both reaping and planting.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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grasses and one who cuts the trees at the roots of One who weeds isliable amount any One who plows
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isa derivative of this behold the ground ~—  tobeautify in order the shoots —  one who prunes  or
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the field  the surface of one wholevels And likewise isliable amount any and fromwhen he does plowing

plowing  because of isliable the valley filled or and flattened it the mound that he lowered for example
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amount  isany itsmeasure cavities wholevels anyone Andlikewise amount isany and its measure

This balacha defines the primary labor of plowing and its derivatives, such asweeding, pruning, and leveling the ground, all of which carry liability for

even the slightest amount.
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is similar to  this behold thatitgrow inorder the tree —  One who prunes isliable amount any One who sows
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and is liable of sowing isa derivative this behold on Shabbos and trees plants  one who waters ~ But sowing
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this behold in water inthem and the like  and barley wheat one whosoaks And likewise =~ amount  forany
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amount  forany andisliable of sowing isa derivative

This halacha definesthe primary labor of sowing and its derivatives, such aspruning, watering, and soaking seeds on Shabbos.
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Halacha 3 - The Probibition of Reaping and Plucking from the Ground and from a Flowerpot on Shabbos
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a thing who uproots and anyone itis of reaping a derivative and plucking isliable like a dried fig One who reaps
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thatgrew and dodder grasses onit thatgrew apebble Therefore reaping because of isliable fromits growth
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is for this isliable fromthem one who plucks  the barrel  topof on thatsprouted and grasses on the thorn-bush
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thatis not because isexempt perforated thatisnot froma flowerpot one who plucks ~ But  their growth the place of
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is like the earth it behold small  aroot withenoughfor perforated And a flowerpot its growth the place of this

200 R WRinm

isliable  fromit and one who plucks

This halacha defines the melacha of reaping, explaining that plucking any plant from its place of growth is forbidden, and distinguishes between

perforated and unperforated flowerpots.
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one who reapsit  and beets alfalfa suchas and enlarges it it causes growth  whose reaping  seed  Any
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thathe because and one reaps thathe because one sin ofterings two  isliable unintentionally
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and on account of reaping onaccountof isliable the wood needs and he one who prunes And likewise  plants
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the earth fromupon if he lifted it grasses on it upon whichgrew earth of A clod planting
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pegs topof on ifitwas uprooting onaccountof he isliable pegs topof on and placed it
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on their branches  that dried Figs sowing onaccountof he isliable the earth on and he placed it
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even isliable  on Shabbos fromthem one who detaches on it whose fruits dried  a tree  and likewise
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ritual impurity the matter of  regarding  are like uprooted that they though

This balacha discusses the dual liability of reaping and planting when barvesting certain crops, the statusof a clod of earth with grass, and the

probibition of detaching dried fruit froma tree on Shabbos.
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and if islike a dried fig his measure for food if shoots or who prunes  chicory ~ One who uproots
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tocook isenough his measure forkindling andif akid the mouthof islike the fill of his measure  for animal
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foranimal —he gathered andif islike a dried fig his measure for food if foods One who gathers  an egg
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anegg tocook isenough hismeasure forkindling andif akid the mouthof islike the fill of his measure
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and every chickens of average isan egg it place  inevery thatismentioned And the egg
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ofanegg like a dried fig ~ tocook  isenough it an egg tocook enough thatitissaid  place
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the ground with products of except gathering and there isno  inanegg of three isone and a dried fig

This halacha defines the minimum quantities required for liability when harvesting or gathering food, animal fodder, or kindling on Shabbos.
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the rope  and inserted figs who pierced  or around cake fromthem and made pressed figs One who collects
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and so and isliable of gathering sheaves isa derivative this behold one body they were gathered until into them
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to this similar any

This balacha defines the derivative of gathering sheaves as collecting individual fruits into a single unified mass or stringing them together.
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Halacha 7 - The Probibition of Threshing and its Derivatives of Milking and Wounding on Shabbos
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the ground with produce of except threshing and there isno isliable like a dried fig One who threshes

M3 REPD 22 121 ;M WIT NP N1 T paeRm)

to this similar any andso andisliable of threshing isa derivative it behold and one who extracts
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toit thathas aliving creature one who wounds andso extracting because of isliable an animal —  one who milks
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the wound  from that comesout of the blood inneed isthatheis and this extracting because of isliable a hide
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liable and he isnot  destructive he is because he is exempt only todamage he intended  if but
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like a dried fig  that he extracted in the milk or in the blood  thereis  until

Thishalacha definesthe labor of threshing, itsrestriction to produce of the ground, and itsderivatives of extracting, milking, and wonnding.
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tothem  orsimilar ora bird ora wild beast an animal regarding one who are said words In what
wounds
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because of isliable todamage thathe intended though - even hisfellow one whowounds  but
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he and behold hisanger and subsided hismind ~ wascooled  forbehold his spirit the satisfaction of
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isliable fromhim thathe extracted the blood need  thathe doesnot though - and even is like one who corrects

This halacha explains why wounding a human on Shabbos makes one liable even without needing the blood, unlike wounding an animal.
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hides tothem are those that have they in the Torah thatare mentioned creeping animals Eight
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detestable creatures  other but  andabird and a domestic animal a wild beast  like ~ Shabbos regarding the matter of
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and both isexempt them one whowounds therefore  ahide tothem thereisnot and crawling things
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in them and made creeping animals one of the eight or andabird a wild beast a domestic animal one who wounds
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itwentout thatnot though - even the blood thatwastrapped or blood fromthem and wentout a wound
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is liable

This halacha defines which creatures possess a halachically significant bide regarding Shabbos and explains the liability for causing internal or

external bleeding.
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until liable and he isnot extracting because of isliable their juice to extract the fruits —  One who squeezes
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for except the Torah from liable and they are not  like a dried fig  that he squeezed in the liquid there will be
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into grapes of acluster  tosqueeze and itis permitted alone and grapes olives pressing of
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from food food  like extracting and it turns out it is food  intofood thatcomes  forliquid the food
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and he is liable is pressing this behold food init thatdoesnothave intoa vessel he squeezed  if but
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until liable and he isnot isexempt withhis mouth one whosucks or  the food into and one who milks
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the vessel into he milks

This halacha definesthe Torah probibition of squeezing fruits on Shabbos, which applies only to olives and grapes, and explainsthe permission to squeeze

directly into food.
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is a derivative he behold and one who curdles isliable like a dried fig one whoselects or  One who winnows
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of selecting isa derivative this behold  the liquids  from within dregs one who selects and likewise of selecting
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resemble and one who sifts and one who selects because one who and is liable of sifting a derivative  or

winnows
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labor every  because as three them  did they count what and because of tothis this their matters
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itself’ by it they count in the Mishkan  that was

This balacha defines the shinr for winnowing and selecting, and explains the derivatives of selecting and sifting.
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and he selected foods typesof two  before him that there were  or waste from food  One who selects
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witha bowl — or witha tray isliable orwithasieve withasifter other froma type a type
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itis permitted  immediately toeat  withhis hand he selected

and if  is exempt

This balacha defines the biblical and rabbinic boundaries of the melacha of Borer (selecting) on Shabbos, distinguishing between different utensils and

immediate consu mption.
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And one who selects s liable one withhishand and even the food fromwithin  waste And one who selects
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them sweetens of theirs  that the waste because isliable of theirs waste  fromwithin  lupine beans
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and is liable  food  fromwithin  waste like one who selects and it turns out with them  them when they boil
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becomes in the day forlater  even toleave it byhand  waste  fromwithin food  One who selects
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two  before him If there were andisliable forstorage like one who selects

mixed foods types of
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atime forafter andleftit he selected Andif immediately toeat andleaveit fromthe other —one  he may select
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in the morning that he selected forexample in the day forlater  even

he is liable the afternoon  in to eat

This balacha definesthe liability for selecting waste from food, selecting for later use, and separating two different typesof food.
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isliable ~of theirs ~ witha strainer  the liquids  the restof andso water or oil or wine One who strains
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or dregs init thatthere isnot wine we may filter  but like a dried fig  provided that he strains and this is
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exceedingly  clear  thatitwillbe inorder Egyptian and witha basket  with cloths clear water
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from the eve of that one kneaded mustard  thatit will clarify in order mustard of intoa strainer  beaten
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fromits press wine andso witha utensil whether by hand whether and drink one may stir on the morrow ~ Shabbos
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the cloths into and place withitsdregs  a barrel one may pour fermenting thatitis the time all
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to it similar ~ and all the mustard and so it is

This balacha detailsthe probibition of straining liquids with a strainer and the permitted methods of filtering clear liquids or unseparated mixtures

on Shabbos.
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this  behold in a mortar and herbs spices who crushes and anyone isliable like a dried fig One who grinds
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And likewise of grinding isa derivative this behold detached vegetable One whocuts and isliable is grinding
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is liable metal of abar one whofiles or oftheirs fromthe sawdust to benefit wood  one who saws
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fromthem he makesfine wuntil liable isnot wood  one who chops  But amount any fromwhen he files
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ofanegg  like a dried fig  tocook  enough

This halacha defines the liability for grinding grain, crushing spices, cutting detached vegetables, sawing wood, filing metal, and chopping wood on

Shabbos.




n ; W : ‘? :2 ?31 N W’? ,.f P'ﬂ_?: mklc] N Halacha 16 - The Probibitions of Sifting, Kneading, and Mixing Cement on Shabbos
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behold the earth  —  One who mixes isliable like a dried fig One who kneads isliable like a dried fig One who sifts
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of acrucible the mouthof  tomake enough isits measure and how much kneading isa derivative of this
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and not withbran and not coarse withsand and not withash mixing and thereisno gold  refiners of
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in water tothem and similar flax seed of or sesame seed of and one who places tothem  with similar
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This balacha defines the Shabbos probibitions of sifting and kneading, including their minimum measures and derivatives like mixing cement or

soaking seeds.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter establishes the definitions and minimum shiurim (measures) for the melachos of plowing, sowing, and reaping.
The Rambam explains that activities like weeding, pruning to helpa tree grow, watering, and soaking seeds are toldos of
plowing and sowing, carrying liability for even the slightest amount. For Kotzer (reaping), the standard shiur is the size of a
dried fig, and the prohibition includes plucking fromany place of growth, with specific distinctions made for perforated flower
pots. Finally, the Rambam teaches that when an action both harvests and promotes new growth, or when one's intent varies
between food, animal fodder, or kindling, the halachah accounts for these intentions with corresponding shiurimand

multiple sin offerings.

IWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The holy work of Shabbos is not just about what we refrain from doing, but about how we view the world around us. When
the Torah teaches us that even leveling a tiny cavity in the ground is a derivative of plowing, or that soaking a single seed in
water is a derivative of sowing, it is training our eyes to see the immense potential hidden in the smallest, seemingly
insignificant actions. In the eyes of Hashem, there is no such thing asa "small” act. Every tiny movement of improvement,

every gentle watering of a soul, has cosmic significance.

This is especially true in our personal avodah and our relationships. We often wait for major, dramatic moments to make a
difference, thinking that only "big" things matter. But just as the halachah of Shabbos teaches us that the slightest weeding or
the smallest leveling of a path is a complete labor, so too in our daily lives, a tiny word of encouragement, a small smile, ora
moment of self-control is a complete world. You don't need to plow an entire field to make an impact; you just need to refine

the small corner of the world where Hashemhas placed you.

Today, find one small "cavity” to level or one tiny "seed” to water. Offer a single word of genuine praise to a family member,
or take one minute to learn a halachah with focus, realizing that in the spiritual realm, even the smallest positive action creates

an everlasting growth.
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