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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin learning the halachos of the melacha of Bishul (cooking and baking) on Shabbos. The Rambam,
with his characteristic clarity, guides us through the basic definitions of this avodah, showing us how baking bread, cooking
food, heating water, and even boiling herbs all stem from the very same av melacha. We will learn the specific shiurim

(minimum measures) that make a person liable for these actions, and how the melacha applies to different types of substances.

We will also delve into the crucial distinctions between cooking with fire itself, cooking with a "toledah” (a derivative) of fire,
and cooking with the sun or its derivatives. Hashem's world has different sources of heat, and the Sages established fences to
protect us from crossing the line from mutar (permitted) heat sources into actual d'Oraisa (Torah) prohibitions. We will see
how these guidelines apply to practical cases like using hot springs or warming up food that has already been fully cooked

before Shabbos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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the food — one whocooks or thebread —  one whobakes Whether isliable like a dried fig One who bakes
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The measure of  itis one  category allofit the water —  one whoheats or the herbs — or
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one who cooks And the measure of  small alimb withthem towash isenough the water —  one who heats
A2 1NN PRYanY 9277 PUINY PIY 7D PImmd

forit  them that they cook  for the purpose fit that they will be is enough herbs

This balacha defines the minimum quantities required to violate the Torah probibition of cooking and baking on Shabbos.
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isliable  and it became slightly that it will become in order the kettle  beside anegg One who places
cooked slightly cooked
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one who rinses And so itself with the fire is like one who cooks of the fire witha derivative for one who cooks
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exceedingly andsoft thin isafish andit mackerel the Spanish  or old salted  fish with hot water
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this one behold

all  andso their cooking the completion of is this with hot water for their rinsing s liable
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to them that is similar

Thishalacha teaches that cooking with a derivative of fireis forbidden just like cooking with fireitself; and that rinsing certain foodsin ot water can

complete their cooking process.
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hot thatare roads and in the dustof insand or warm inacloth the egg —  One who breaks
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are not sun  for the derivatives of isexempt itwasroasted though - even  thesun  because of
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and likewise  the fire  the derivatives of because of against them they decreed  but the fire  like the derivatives of
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anitem the fire on One whocooks isexempt ofthem and thelike Tveryah in the hot springs of one who cooks

MBD 59 2 T8 ARY 127 X 9% P Pwan M

isexempt atall  cooking need thatdoesnot anitem or itsneed all cooked that was

This halacha outlinesthe exemptions for cooking using the heat of the sun or its derivatives, aswell asthe rule that thereis no biblical liability for

cooking food that is already fully cooked.
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and one the pot — placed andone  the wood — placed andone the fire — placed  one
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another and came  the spices — placed andone the meat — placed andone the water — placed
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the cooking of the needs of a thing whodoes  foranyone cooking  because of are liable all of them and stirred
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the pot — one placed if but iscooking  he behold

and placed another and came first
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the spices — andplaced another and came the meat — andplaced another and came the water —
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and came the firr upon wood and placed another andcame the fire — and placed another and came
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cooking  because of are liable alone latter ones the two and stirred another

This halacha distinguishes between multiple people performing cooking steps simultaneously as a group versus performing them sequentially as

individuals.
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in two even like a dried fig init there wasroasted if coals topof on meat Ifone placed
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all of it it was cooked  but like a dried fig init roasted if there wasnot he is liable places or three
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it he turns  until he isexempt one  fromside cooking  half ifit wascooked he isliable cooking  half

N2 NMN2 NR PURTM nY LTI Cawn Lz sun bwann

half  and it cooks

on Shabbos in the oven aloaf and attached If one forgot sides fromboth  cooking
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melacha to the hands of and he comes it bakes before  toscrape itout for him it is permitted and remembered

This halacha defines the minimum threshold of cooking meat to incur liability on Shabbos and permits removing a loaf from an oven before it bakes to

prevent a Torah violation.
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until the metal — one whoheats or amount any metals of the typesof ~ one  One who melts
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or  the wax — one whodissolves And likewise ~ cooking  isa derivative of this behold  a coal it becomes
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isa derivative of this behold tothem and similar and the sulfur and the pitch  the tar — or the tallow —
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isliable earthenware they become until earth  vesselsof one who bakes And likewise andisliable cooking
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or withfire hard asubstance one softened whether the matter of  The general principle cooking  because of
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cooking  because of isliable this behold soft a substance one hardened

This halacha defines the derivatives of cooking, which include melting metals or wax, and hardening clay vessels with fire.
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from whether the wild animal from whether the domestic animal from whether  hair or wool  One who shears
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enough isits measure How much isliable of theirs  the hide from even  the dead from whether the living
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the sit  is the width of And how much doubled the sit  like the width of whose lengthis a thread fromit to spin
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between them when he opens the first the finger untl the hand  of  the thumb from tostretch enough
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behold  the bird from a wing One who plucks a zeret thirds of to two is close and it his strength  with all
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manner of for there isno isexempt the living animal from the wool =~ —  One whospins shearing isa derivative of this

A2 ML TIT PR WM AT PR T2 AN

in this  spinning mannerof and thereisno inthis combing mannerof and thereisno in this shearing

This balacha definesthe melacha of shearing wool or hair, its minimum measure based on the width of a sit, and related derivative acts.
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of shearing isa derivative this behold hisbeard or hismustache or  hishair  or his nails ~ One who removes
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whether by hishand he removed them  if but  witha utensil is provided that he and this and is liable
removes
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whether by hand whether fromhisbody a wart one whocuts and likewise he is exempt foranother whether for himself
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in the Temple  a wart tocut  and itis permitted foranother whether for himself whether he isexempt witha utensil
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and perform witha utensil even one may cutit dry itwas andif witha utensil not but by hand
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service

This balacha detailsthe derivative of shearing asit applies to cutting hair, nails, and warts, distinguishing between using a utensil and doing so by

hand, aswell as the leniencies permitted in the Temple.
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hairs two liable  and he will be must he remove how much witha utensil  his hair ~ One who removes
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thatseparated A nail heisliable  one even black ones  fromamong white ones he gathered and if
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above towards they separated  if  their majority thatseparated  skin of  and hangnails its majority
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and if witha utensil not but  withhishand  them toremove itis permitted him and they pain
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itis forbidden by hand  even him pain they donot andif he isexempt witha utensil he removed them
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with his hand  to remove them it is forbidden  him they pain evenif their majority separated not and if
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he is liable with a utensil he removed them and if

This balacha definesthe liability thresholds for cutting bair and the conditions under which loose nails or hangnails may be removed on Shabbos.
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tothem  similar any andso the crimson wool ~— or the linen — or the wool —  One who whitens
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a thread fromit to spin enough isits measure and how much isliable isto be whitened whose way from what
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handbreadths four alengthof whichis doubled thesit widthof like the full itslength  one

This halacha defines the melacha of whitening raw materials and specifies the minimum amount requirved to incur liability.
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— and one who wrings  and isliable whitening isa derivative of ~ he  behold garments One who launders

out
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for the wringing and is liable islaundering this behold thatisinit the water he extracts until the garment
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wringing  and there is no cooking is of the needs of stirring just like it laundering  is of the needs of
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its wringing for liable that one is not forleather isthe law and this  in hair

This halacha defines laundering as a derivative of whitening and establishes that wringing out absorbed water froma garment is a form of

laundering, while hair and leather are exempt fromthe probibition of wringing.
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is liable tothem and similar the crimson wool —— or the linen — or thewool —  One whocombs

OTDY MY2TN DN TON LIN Amm DR 073 MYY D)

handbreadths four itslength  one  athread fromit to spin enough is its measure And how much
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this behold  them to spin enough like wool they become until the sinews —  And one who beats
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and is liable of combing isa derivative

This balacha defines the melacha of combing raw fibers and its derivative of beating animal sinews to make them spinable.
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from it to spin thatis possible a thing or handbreadths four whose lengthis a thread One who dyes
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dye but that endures dye  thatthereis until liable isthe dyer andnot isliable like this a thread
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or iron topof on vermilion or redclay thatone passed forexample atall endure that does not
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anything dye and it does not immediately  remove it you  forbehold isexempt and coloredit  copper
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isexempt on Shabbos does not endure labor whose  and any

This balacha defines the minimum length of dyed material required for liability and establishesthat only permanent dyeing is biblically forbidden on

Shabbos.
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forexample Howso andisliable dyeing isa derivative of this behold color  anappearance of One who makes
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that he put  or black the whole sothatitbecame gallnut  water of into vitriol that he put
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to this similar any andso green the whole sothatitbecame saffron  waterof into isatis
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handbreadths four whose lengthis a thread withit todye enough isits measure And how much

This balacha defines the derivative of dyeing where one mixes substances to create a new color, and specifiesthe minimum measure for liability.
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— one whospins whether isliable thatisspun thing fromany handbreadths four a length of One who spins
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all  andso the sinews — or the hair — or thedown — or the linen — or  the wool
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and thisis and isliable spinning a derivative of thisis behold  the felt —  One who makes tothem  similar
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handbreadths four alengthof athread fromit tospin  thatis possible a thing provided that he felts

NI
medium  of thickness

This balacha defines the minimum measure of four handbreadths for the liability of spinning and explains that making felt isa derivative of spinning.
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or abasket or astrainer or asifter One whomakes isliable heddles housesof two One who makes
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heddles  making isa derivative of this behold  with ropes abed whoweaves or ahairnet
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two  whomakes anyone Andso heisliable these  ofall in one houses two and from when he
makes
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is liable  these like by houses  houses it that they make inanobject heddles houses of

This halacha defines the primary labor of making beddles and its derivative applicationsin weaving and netting.

n ; W : J"H NN : Nb ?:1 -I D 7: n : Nb 73 Halacha 17 - The Melachos of Setting the Warp and Weaving on Shabbos
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and in its width  the fabric  in the length of  initially  the threads is that they stretch  the weavers The way of
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the threads upon witha rod beats and one fromhere and thatone fromhere thisone hold and two
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and the stretching of ~ woof  without warp allofit thereismade wuntil thisone beside thisone them and aligns
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iscalled whostretches and thisone  the warp  is the mounting of it the weavers  like the way of  the threads
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itis called in the woof the warp to insert and begin it and when they bend one who sets the warp
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weaving

This halacha defines the creative processes of preparing the loom and weaving the threads on Shabbos.
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on and the one who beats labors from the primary is a labor and it isliable = The one who mounts
categories of the warp
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And how much mounting the warp isa derivative of this behold and aligns them they separate until the threads
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threads two  the one who weaves And similarly fingerbreadths two  awidthof fromwhen he prepares is its measure
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apartof there was whether atthe beginning he wove them whether isliable fingerbreadths  two  ina width of
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one thread he wove Andif  threads istwo its measure the woven part upon and he wove woven the garment
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in a width of  threads two the sheet  on the edge of Ifhe wove he isliable the garment withit and completed
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in a width of small a belt toweaving  similar isthis what To heisliable heddles houses of three
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heddles  houses of three

This halacha defines the primary labors of mounting the warp and weaving, their derivatives, and the minimum physical dimensions required to

incur liability on Shabbos.

n ; W: Jﬁ’ NXn : N’? ?: niT 17 in Halacha 19 - Derivatives of the Melacha of Weaving on Shabbos
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isa derivative of this behold the weaving atthe time of and separatesthem the threads —  One who straightens
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and its measure weaving isa derivative of this behold  the hairs —  one whobraids and similarly ~weaving
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fingerbreadths two  ofalengthof  a braid is from when he makes

This balacha defines the derivatives of weaving, which include straightening threads during weaving and braiding bair, along with their minimum

liability measurements.
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Halacha 20 - The Probibition of Separating Woven Fabric and Undoing a Braid on Shabbos
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whether the woven fabric ~ —  one who separates is and separating isliable  threads two  One who separates
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isseparating this behold the woof fromupon the warp  he removed or the warp from the woof he removed
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that they do  in the manner toimprove he intends unless destroying he isnot provided that and thisis and he is liable
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they mend that and after whoseparate exceedingly  the light  the garments — who mend those
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the two  or garments  the two they are made wuntl that they separated the threads and weave  and return
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of separating isa derivative this behold to improve the braid —  And one who undoes one tears
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This halacha definesthe labor of botzei a (separating woven threads) and its derivative of undoing a braid for constructive purposes.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing that baking, cooking, and heating water are all part of the same melacha, defining the
shiur for heating water as enough to wash a small limb. The Rambam then explains that cooking with a derivative of fire (like
a hot kettle removed from the flame) carries the same liability as cooking with fire itself, which includes washing certain salted
fish with hot water to complete their preparation. We learn that while cooking with the sun's heat is permitted, the
Chachamim forbade cooking with derivatives of the sun's heat (like sand heated by the sun) asa decree to prevent people
from cooking with derivatives of fire. Finally, the Rambam clarifies that there is no liability for cooking food that is already
completely cooked or does not require cooking at all, and outlines how multiple people who participate in different stages of

preparing a pot on the fire can all become liable for their respective roles in the cooking process.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In Hilchos Shabbos, we learn that cooking is not just about the person who lights the flame; it is a chain of small, seemingly
minor actions. One person brings the wood, another the water, another the spices, and another stirs. In the eyes of the
Torah, every single one of themis a partner in the final outcome. This is a profound lesson for our daily avodah. We often
look at the great builders of Torah, the famous askanim, or the big donors, and think, "What is my small, quiet mitzvah
worth?" Hashemis teaching us here that every single hand that helps, every small word of encouragement, every penny given
to tzedakah, and every moment a mother spends preparing a child for cheder makes thema full partner in the ultimate

creation of Torah and yiras Shamayim.

We also see this in the halachos of washing the soft fish or melting wax—even a gentle, indirect heat can completely
transforma substance. In our own lives, we must realize the power of our subtle influences. A warm smile, a soft word of
emunah spoken at the Shabbos table, or a gentle boundary set with love can completely melt a cold heart or shape a child's
neshama forever. You do not need a roaring fire to make a permanent impact; the quiet, steady warmth of a Yid's lifestyle

does the work.

Today, consciously look for one small way to "stir the pot” of a mitzvah ora chesed that someone else started, realizing that

by adding your small part, Hashem considers it as if you accomplished the entire thing yourself.
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