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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin learning the halachos of the melachos of Koshair (tying) and Matir (untying) on Shabbos. The
Rambam, in his warmand clear way, guides us through the definitions of what makes a knot forbidden min HaTorah,
explaining that a d'Oraisa violation requires a knot that is both permanent and requires the skill of a craftsman (ma'aseh
uman). We will learn how our Sages set up fences to protect these boundaries, and how these definitions apply to the

everyday items of the times, such as camel drivers' knots, sandals, and animal ropes.

We will also look at the practical, daily applications of these melachos. The Rambam teaches us which knots are completely
muttar to tie and untie on Shabbos because they are temporary and simple, such as tying a woman's cloak, a haimet, or the
straps of shoes. Through these halachos, we see the beautiful balance of Shabbos, where we guard the sanctity of the day
while understanding exactly what is permitted for our basic needs.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

n ; W : 1 7? N HW }77_31 N?T: :I? b W 9 W P 9 W i I Halacha 1 - Tying a Permanent and Professional Knot on Shabbos
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the knot of suchas isliable a craftsman isthe work of andit permanence  of a knot One who ties
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that tie and a sandal  a shoe the straps of and the knots of  the sailors and the knot of the camel drivers
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of  aknot onewhoties but tothis thatissimilar all andso their making at the time of the shoemakers
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and isnot permanence  of  thatisnot andaknot isexempt a craftsman the work of anditisnot permanence
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initially totie it is permitted a craftsman the work of

This halacha defines the categories of knots that are biblically forbidden, rabbinically exempt, or fully permitted on Shabbos based on permanence and

craftsmanship.

N?ggi?b D;’NW D"'HTZ?Pﬂ T@N HWS]?_: D;’NW D"Hgi? Halacha 2 - Knots of a Layman and Knots Not Intended to Remain Permanently
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arope thathe tied or andhetiedit the rope tore and he ted it astrap  for him tore How
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to these similar all  andso isexempt this behold ananimal the bridle of thathe tied or toa bucket
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knot andany permanently  them ties man andevery alayman the work of that they are knots
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is forbidden this behold a craftsman witha knotof he tiedit  if  permanence of  thatisnot

This halacha defines the intermediate category of knots on Shabbos, which are exempt from biblical liability but may still be rabbinically forbidden.

ﬂ;t@?: 9°R ljb | '\Wi?b " Jj?ﬁ =kl WP Halacha 3 - Knots Permitted to be Tied and Untied on Shabbos
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openings two toit thatthere are though -  even the cloak the openingsof a woman ties
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and a sandal  ashoe  and the straps of onherhead isloose thatit  though - even a hairnet and the strands of
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though - even andoil wine and pouchesof wearing at the time of the foot  on them that they tie
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toremove  thatshe isable though - even meat of and a pot  protrusions  two  toit that there are
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ofit and the like withabelt or witha cord  abucket and they may tie  the knot untie  and not the meat
Xgn  N°Y boawz minp N maman vuEh PP bana Nb b
itwillgoout thatnot forthe sake atitsfoot  or  the animal before and they may tie witharope not but
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one may tie it to the cow tied that was and a rope bindings two  toit thatthere are though -  even
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may he bring  not but  tothe cow one may tie it to the feeding trough tied if it was to the feeding trough
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aweaver arope of itwas andif and to the feeding tothe cow andtde  hishouse frominside a rope

trough
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because and to the feeding tothe cow andte  one maybring this behold  tocarryit  whichis permitted
trough
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one time rather permanence  of and theyare not theyare alayman the work of knots these  thatall
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of baskets initially them to tie itis permitted and therefore one unties and one time one ties
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and eat and take  and cut  and break off one may untie dried figs and of dates

This halacha details various non-professional, temporary knotsthat are permitted to be tied and untied on Shabbos, such as clothing straps, shoe laces,

and animal tethers.
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snapped if therefore  on Shabbos it to tie itis permitted ananimal for food of  thatisfit  Any
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uponit and wind ananimal forfood of  thatisfit moist areed he may take in a carmelit his sandal  the strap of
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the foot mostof thatslipped or orasandal ashoe thestrapof forhim Ifslipped  the reed and tie
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he ties thatnot  provided  to their place the straps toreturn it is permitted

This balacha discusses using animal food as a temporary tie and the rules for adjusting a slipped sandal strap on Shabbos.

ﬂ;@’: ﬂ;’JSJ J'H_’W |7 Halacha 5 - Tying a Loop on Shabbos and Repairing a Snapped Rope
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a rope Therefore witha knot confused it is not . because is permitted  The loop
:72°1Y 2P AMWR YRy 790 vnisp Caw vapn
and ties a loop a linen cord upon it and winds  itsends the two of  one gathers that snapped

The Rambam explains that a loop is permitted on Shabbos because it is not easily confused with a permanent knot.

w-,f. Pn =3 I-llg 09 13’? N’? :]? b w i J,Nw 9 W P ﬂﬁ_’w P Halacha 6 - Tying a Non-Permanent Knot for a Mitzvah and in the Temple
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that he ties forexample a mitzvah fora matterof permanence  of  thatisnot aknot to tie Tt is permissible
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it they may tie thatsnapped aharp Astringof the Torah  from the measures of a measure to measure
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in the Temple even initially astring may he tie and not in the province not but  in the Temple

This halacha discusses the permissibility of tying temporary knots for mitzvah purposes and the specific leniencies granted in the Beis HaMikdash.




n ; W : 9 ’n ?_: Uﬂ 9 IZH P U ni :‘? I.I Halacha 7 - The Laws of Tying and Untying Knots on Shabbos
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knot andany itsuntying for oneisliable so its tying for thatoneisliable knot  Any
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thatitis permitted  knot  andany isexempt it the one who unties  so  is exempt it that the one who ties
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to untie it itis permitted SO to tie it

This balacha establishesthe direct correlation between the liability and permissibility of tying a knot and untying it on Shabbos.

n ; W : DDT -19 ! 1 E”? ; T_'I ﬂ’_? ’n D N GN Halacha 8 - The Prohibition of Winding and Unwinding Ropes on Shabbos
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fromthreadsof or  wool fromthreadsof or love grass and from palmbranches from ropes One who winds
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and is liable tying is a derivative of this behold with them and the like hair  threadsof or flax
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his melacha  so that is found tying without in its twine the rope  thatit will stand is enough and its measure
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and isliable untying isa derivative of this behold  the twine —  one whoseparates And likewise enduring
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one who winds is like the measure of and its measure alone todestroy  he intends provided that not and this is

This halacha defines the derivatives of tying and untying asthey apply to winding and unwinding ropes and threads.

n ; W : [=Eig i alaknl 731 9 D’ nn : Nb 73 2377 Halacha 9- The Laws of the Melacha of Sewing and Pulling a Thread Taut on Shabbos
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fromhere the thread the endsof  on condition thathe  and thatis is liable stitches two  One who sews
tied
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than more he sewed if but slip out and not  the sewing  thatit will stand in order and from here
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the sewing it endures since he is liable tie he did not though - even stitches two
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among the needs of it is because isliable on Shabbos  sewing of athread And one who pulls taut
Sl

the sewing

This balacha defines the minimum measure of sewing to be liable on Shabbos and the requirement of tying the ends or sewing multiple stitches.




Halacha 10- The Laws of Tearing and Opening a Neckline on Shabbos
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is liable stitches two tosew  condition on stitches two tosew  enough One who tears
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for or inhisanger One whotears  destroying he is because is exempt to ruin it one who tears  but
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with this  hismind  — he settles  because isliable forhim  totear obligated whomheis a deceased person
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like one who repairs  heis behold thing withthis issoothed  hisanger  andsince hisinclination and calms thing
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isliable on Shabbos  the neck  the opening of And one who opens and is liable

This balacha definesthe liability for tearing on Shabbos, distinguishing between constructive tearing and destructive tearing, and addresses opening a

neckline.

n ; W : nimg 571 nin :: 171? ?: tn P:-I 7: U Halacha 11 - Gluing and Separating Papers or Hides on Shabbos
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is a derivative of this behold toit and similar scribes of  withglue hides or papers  One who glues
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stuck together hides or stuck together  papers  one whoseparates and likewise andisliable sewing
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and is liable tearing isa derivative of this behold  alone to ruin intend  and did not

This halacha establishes that gluing items together is a derivative of sewing, while separating them isa derivative of tearing.

n’.b =) :1 57,?'\ |?= l-ln 2 nﬂ:b i Halacha 12 - The Forbidden Labor of Building on the Ground and on Utensils
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that he lowered suchas inahouse the ground the surface of One wholevels isliable amount any One who builds

1ANT NN NI OTON .20 M2 MU0 N3 IR NMIA NP AN BR

the stone — placed One andisliable isbuilding this behold avalley or acavity filled or a mound
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even  the uppermost And in the row isliable the mortar the one who places the mortar —  placed and one
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upon it place they donot  since he is liable the mortar topof on and placedit the stone —  ifhe lifted
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isexempt utensils topof on Andone whobuilds other  mortar




This halacha definesthe liability for building even a minimal amount, including leveling the ground and placing mortar, and distinguishes building

on utensils from building on the ground.
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one who makes And likewise and isliable building isa derivative of this behold permanent atent One who makes
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building isa derivative of this behold they are fired before andajug anoven suchas earth vessels of
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and he isnot  building isa derivative of this behold cheese —  one who curdles And likewise and is liable
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behold its the wood into the axe the handle of One who inserts  like a dried fig  he curdles undl liable
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intowood wood one who drives And likewise to it similar any and likewise building isa derivative of this
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this behold it becomesunited until itself  intothe wood he drove whether witha nail he drove whether
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and is liable building isa derivative of

This halacha defines various activities that are classified as derivatives of the forbidden labor of building, including erecting a tent, making

earthenware, curdling cheese, and joining wood.

Halacha 14 - Making a Hole in a Coop and Returning a Cover to a Pit on Shabbos
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the light  tothem that should enter in order chickens of ina coop . any ahole One who makes
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isliable anextension andof acistern andof a pit of adoor One whoreturns building because of isliable
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building  because of

The Rambam explains that making even a minute bole for light in a structure, or reattaching doors to ground-attached structures, constitutesthe

melacha of Boneb.

AW 977 9niom NIk nan By anien

Halacha 15 - The Probibition of Demolishing on Shabbos and the Requirement of Constructive Intent
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if but to build condition on  thathe demolishes anditis isliable amount any One who demolishes
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wood whodetached or permanent atent One whodemolishes he isexempt destruction by way of he demolished
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toimprove thathe intends anditis andisliable demolishing isa derivative of this behold  fixed

This balacha teaches that one isonly liable for the melacha of demolishing on Shabbosif the act is done with constructive intent, such asto rebuild or

improve.

n ; W 2 ‘.'l; N? AR v/ g}l Ry loly! Halacha 16 - The Melacha of Striking with a Hammer and Completing a Vessel on Shabbos
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the completion of  thatis  athing whodoes andanyone isliable single a blow  witha hammer One who strikes
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into vessels of One who blows Howso andisliable witha hammer striking isa derivative of this behold a task
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any and one whoscrapes  the form  a partof even aform onavessel and one who fashions glass
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in a building whether in metal whether in wood whether size any ahole and one whomakes amount
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thatisnot opening Andany andisliable witha hammer striking isa derivative of this behold in utensils whether
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its making for liable we are not and to bring out  to bring in made

This balacha definesthe melacha of Makeh B patish, which includes any action that completes the manufacturing process of a utensil or structure.

] Ub N’g1 n'? IN I-IN_J 9-117 n ; W : T ’n W D"D?ﬁ lj Halacha 17 - Piercing a Blister on Shabbos for Healing or to Drain Pus
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that the physicians like the way the wound the opening of  to widen in order on Shabbos a blister One who pierces
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one is liable this behold the wound the opening of to widen in healing intend who do
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from it toextract  he pierced it and if the physician the craft of is for this witha hammer striking because of
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is permitted this behold thatisinit  the pus

This balacha distinguishes between piercing a blister to widen its opening for medical purposes, which is forbidden as a final hammer blow, and doing so

merely to drain the pus and relieve pain, which is permitted.




ﬂ"{ é: :1 E’J; 8; '/ ’w P : |'ID ?_3 n : Nb ?: Halacha 18 - The Melacha of Striking a Final Hammer Blow on Stones and Garments
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—  One whoaligns witha hammer striking because of isliable amount any thestone —  One who chisels
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forit  proper  inthe place andsettled it withhishand and adjusted it the building in the foundation of the stone
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suchas withhishand garments topof thatareon growths One who picks witha hammer striking because of is liable
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and this witha hammer striking because of isliable  wool that are on woolen the growths these
vessels
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isexempt thisone behold casual play by way of he removed them  if but  about them provided that he is
particular
1277 TWET ORI ANINI? 7D MINY AWIn noPb  Tyand
the white the wool and toremove tobeautify it in order black new acloak  One who shakes out
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particular  he isnot and if a sin offering is liable do that the craftsmen like the way toit  that clings
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it is permitted

Thishalacha detailsthe applications of the melacha of Makeh B patish, including smoothing stones, adjusting foundation blocks, removing lint, and
shaking out new black garments.
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Halacha 19 - The Definition of the Melacha of Trapping and the Distinction Between Complete and Incomplete Trapping
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and fish and birds  a beast for example is liable it istotrap itsspecies thatthe way of a thing One who traps
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that he chased forexample Howso  trapping  lacking thatisnot intoa place them thathe traps and itis
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or before it andlocked toa courtyard or toagarden or toahouse he broughtitin untl adeer  after

WY X D2 PPN YTt YoITY TY MivI AR MRy

that he scooped up  or before it andlocked toacloset he broughtitin until the bird ~—  thathe caused tofly
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abird hecaused tofly if But is liable this behold water of  a bowl into the sea from fish
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water of toapool thesea from and uprootedit afish thathe drove  or before it and locked into a house
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this behold before it andlocked wide into a hall itentered wuntil adeer after thathe chased or
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and totrap  afterit tochase he needs totakeit he comes forif complete  trapping this forisnot isexempt
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its to the cage  he bringsitin  untl liable isnot alion one whotraps Therefore from there it
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init isimprisoned  thatit

This balacha defines the melacha of trapping on Shabbos, explaining that liability isonly incurred when the animalis confined to a space where no

further chase is required to capture it.

n ; W : l-l-_fr %1 21575 1 TQ |? o 1779 ﬂ'l:f J i Halacha 20 - The Definition of a Small Enclosure Regarding Trapping on Shabbos
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the walls that were  or one in bending  the animal he willreach init he runs  thatif place Any
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isa place this behold asone  tothe middle bothofthem the shadow of thatfalls wuntl tothis this close
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than this  larger thatis  anda place he isliable intoits midst toit orsimilar  the deer he chased andif small
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isexempt intoits midst ora bird ananimal one who chases

| This balacha defines the physical dimensions of a small, confined space in which chasing an animal constitutes the Torah probibition of trapping.

5 ? 3 J"? I-l; ’ﬁ_ 3 I'I;’NW l-l; N.? 73 3 D’E"lw T 3 tl Halacha 21 - Trapping Creeping Animals and Labor Not Needed for Its Own Sake
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detestable creatures  other  orwhether inthe Torah  mentioned  creeping animals the eight Whether
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whether fora need whether ofthemall —one  one whotraps trapping to their species that there is and crawling things
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for a labor and trapped  totrap he intended since isliable withthem  to play or foraneed not
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is liable  the blind or the sleeping  —  one who traps for it one is liable  for itself needed that is not

This balacha establishes that trapping any species of creeping animal that is normally trapped makes one liable, even if done for play or without needing

the animal itself.




n ; W : D’ﬂ? : n '1_7 57 : T g U Halacha 22 - Trapping with the Assistance of Dogs on Shabbos
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the deer and fled withthem and the like  and rabbits deer that they trap in order dogs One who sends
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until and frightened it before it thathe stood or the deer after  chasing he and was  the dog  because of
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like way one whodoes andso andisliable of trapping isa derivative this behold and caughtit the dog thatreached
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with birds this

This halacha discusses the liability of a person who actively assists dogs in trapping wild animals or birdson Shabbos.

n ; E? : mhi-) 31 "; 3 ﬂ'_f ’3 ’g”f Halacha 23 - The Laws of Trapping a Deer or a Bird on Shabbos
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they are exempt two people if they locked it isliable ~before it one person and locked intoa house thatentered A deer
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on oneperson Ifsat theyare liable two people and theylockedit tolock  isable one person not if
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the first Ifsat  isliable the second and filled it the second and sat fill it and did not the entrance
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and went the first thatstood up though - even athisside andsat thesecond andcame and filled it

uPH 1% aanmy oD ny KT cawmy 20m riviNan 4R
to sit for him and itis permitted anything do did not and the second is liable the first for himself
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his house  to one who locks is comparable this Towhat the deer and he takes the evening until in his place
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abird forhim Ifentered anything do thathe did not  inside it ~ guarded adeer andisfound toguard it
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and it is permitted it getsdark untl and guardsit  hesits  his clothes under

This halacha detailsthe liability of trapping animals on Shabbos, distinguishing between individual and joint actions, and explaining when passive

guarding ispermitted.

inIWI2 Ni°m) N7°8 02R2 1RY 00 282 NTVE 0T

Halacha 24 - Laws of Trapping Animals of a Species Not Usually Trapped and Domesticated Creatures
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a domestic animal One whoreleases isexempt small  or sick or lame or old adeer One who traps
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suchas thatisin hisdomain ora bird a wild animal One who traps is exempt the trap from ora bird a wild animal
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trapped initsspecies thatisnot a thing One who traps is exempt aloft and dovesof and chickens geese
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this one behold of these and the like and fleas and mosquitoes  hornets  wild bees  locusts  suchas

9908

is exempt

This balacha details the exemptions for trapping animals that are already easy to catch, releasing trapped animals, and trapping speciesthat are not

normally hunted.

N33 1oPM R0 2Mrna N7y Halacha 25 - Trapping Dangerous Crawling Beasts on Shabbos to Prevent Injury
ol | Y of (w } 4] [ ipping 4 24 yJur,

though - even withthem and the like and scorpions snakes suchas thatdamage Crawling beasts
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This balacha permitstrapping non-deadly but harmful creatureson Shabbos solely for protection, using indirect methods like covering them.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter outlines the parameters of Koshair and Matir, establishing that one is only liable min HaTorah for tying a
permanent knot that requires professional craftsmanship, such as those tied by camel drivers or sailors. A knot that is permanent
but simple is forbidden mid'Rabbanan, while a temporary, simple knot is completely permitted. The Rambam details various
permissible knots, including those on clothing, shoe straps, and food pouches, explaining that since they are made to be
undone, they do not violate Shabbos. Finally, the halachos address emergency situations, such as using animal fodder to tie a
broken sandal strap in a carmelit, showing how the Chachamim made allowances using non-permanent materials to prevent

distress.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear friend, when you look at the detailed halachos of tying and untying on Shabbos, you see a profound truth about
how we build our lives. The Torah distinguishes between a permanent knot (kesher shel kayama) and a temporary one. A
permanent knot represents something we want to establish forever, while a temporary knot is just for the moment. In our daily

avodah, we must ask ourselves: what are we tying ourselves to permanently, and what are we treating as temporary?

Too often, we let our minds get permanently knotted to passing worries, material desires, or temporary frustrations. We treat a
minor, fleeting nisayon as if it is a permanent fixture in our lives. On the other hand, our connection to Torah, tefillah, and
Hashem—which should be our ultimate, permanent anchor—is sometimes treated like a loose, temporary knot that we easily
slip out of when we are busy. We must reverse this. We need to bind ourselves to Hashem with an unbreakable, professional

knot of emunah, while letting the worries of this world remain loosely tied, ready to be undone at any moment.

Today, when you face a moment of worry or frustration, consciously tell yourself, "This is temporary, I will not tie myself to

this permanently.” Instead, take one minute to bind your thoughts to a word of Torah or a heartfelt tefillah to Hashem.
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