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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we will learn the halachos of several of the thirty-nine melachos of Shabbos, focusing on those related to
taking life and preparing hides. Hashem commanded us to refrain from these creative acts on His holy day, and we begin by
exploring the melacha of Shochet (slaughtering), which includes any form of taking a creature's life, whether it is a mammal,
bird, fish, or even certain insects. We will learn which creatures are forbidden to kill and the special cases where dangerous

pests may be destroyed to protect human life.

Following this, the Rambam guides us through the melachos involved in processing leather, which were used in the Mishkan
to make the beautiful coverings. These include Mafshit (skinning), Me'abed (tanning/processing), and Memachek
(smoothing). Through these halachos, we gain a deeper understanding of how we must guard our actions on Shabbos,
ensuring that every act of labor is sanctified and kept within the boundaries of the Torah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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ofall  fromone a soul who takes anyone but only slaughters and not isliable One who slaughters
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or by slaughtering whether and creeping creature and fish and fowl and domestic animal wild beast types of
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this behold it dies until the living creature  —  One who strangles isliable by striking  or by stabbing

npY Ty iMeam oon Y Boon a7 MRyl oN 79°2% .umiY nIdin

itdied wuntil andleftit water of fromabowl afish onetookup if  Therefore slaughtering isa derivative of
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between like a sela onit there dried once but it dies until and not strangling because of he is liable
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the animal into the womb of his hand One who inserts to live able  itisnot forfurther he isliable its fins
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is liable that is in its womb the fetus and detached

This balacha definesthe melacha of slaughtering, explaining that taking any creature’s life by any means—including strangling, drying out a fish, or

detaching a fetus—renders one liable.
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like the dust from are formed or andfemale frommale and multiply reproduce thatthey creeping things
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but  ora wild animal a domestic animal like one who kills isliable  them  one who kills the fleas
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with them and the like that rotted the fruits  and from  the dung  from whose formationis creeping things
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isexempt one whokills them  the legumes  thatare inside and worms meat of worms suchas

The Rambam distinguishes between creatures that reproduce sexually or from dust, and those that spontaneously generate from rotting matter,

regarding the probibition of killing on Shabbos.
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— tokill  and itis permitted and throws them  the lice — rubs on Shabbos his garments One who searches
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the sweat from thatthey because on Shabbos  the lice

Lice may be killed on Shabbos because they are considered ro generate from sweat rather than through male and female reproduction.
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and the hornet thatisin Mitzrayim the fly suchas certainly and kill bite that they andinsect A beast
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mad and a dog Yisrael thatis in the Land of and the snake thatisin Chadyab and the scorpion thatisin Nineveh
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if  the damaging ones all and the rest of when they are seen on Shabbos tokill them itis permitted  place  inevery
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fleeing or in their place sitting they were and if tokill them itis permitted afterhim running they were
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his walking at the time of his innocence accordingto he stepson them andif tokill them itis forbidden frombefore him
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itis permitted and kills them

This halacha details which dangerous creatures may be killed on Shabbos duc to life-threatening danger, and the rules for other pests.
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the hide from one who processes and similarly is liable an amulet to make enough the hide from One who skins
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a type of for salting one who processes and one whosalts and both isliable an amulet to make enough
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enough the hide from one who smooths and similarly regarding foodstuffs processing and there is no is processing
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fromupon  the wool  or hair ~ one who removes this smoothing is  and which isliable anamulet to make
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the hide  the surface of he makes smooth until death after  the hide

This balacha defines the minimum measures and specific actions that constitute the forbidden laborsof skinning, processing, and smoothing hideson

Shabbos.
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and is liable ~ of skinning isa derivative this behold the k'laf  from upon duchsustos One who separates
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the hide upon One who treads isliable anamulet  tomake enough the hide from One who separates
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it and levels and stretchesit with hishand one who softensit or it hardens until with his foot
ViR .20m Tayn  nIRiR M oond iy payzany 9172
One who plucks and is liable of processing isa derivative this behold do that the leather workers in the manner
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a poultice one who smears And likewise and isliable of smoothing isa derivative this behold  the wing  from a feather
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he smooths ~ until thatare smeared  fromthings of them and the like pitch  or wax or amount any
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thatis stretched  the hide upon with his hand one who rubs And likewise smoothing on accountof isliable their surface
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smoothing on account of is liable the pillars between

This halacha detailsthe derivatives of the forbidden labors of skinning, processing bides, and smoothing surfaces on Shabbos.
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provided that he and thisis isliable anamulet to make enough the hide from One who cuts
intends
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if but melacha whichis withintention and cuts its width and the measure of itslength for the measure of
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or like one acting without but  forits measure intention without or destruction by wayof he cut
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cutting isa derivative of this behold the wing —  One who trims isexempt thisone behold like one playing
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cutting  because of isliable cedar  of beams the heads of one who scrapes and similarly and is liable
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from  metal acraftsman of or the woods from wood a craftsmanof thathe cuts piece any and similarly
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and trimmed it frombefore him wood  of  asplinter One who takes  cutting  because of is liable the metals
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isliable ~the door =~ —  withit toopen or histeeth withit  to pick

This halacha defines the parametersof the forbidden labor of cutting to a specific size, including its derivatives such astrimming wingsor shaping

wood.
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and palmrbranches  moist and grasses  straw suchas ananimal for food of fit that is thing  Any
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utensils  fixing of in them that there isnot because on Shabbos  them totrim  itis permitted of them and the like
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hard that they are though - even them to smell spices wood of  totrim  and it is permitted
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whether  large  wood that he stripped whether thathe wants what any fromthem and one may strip and dry
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small  wood that he stripped

This balacha discusses the permissibility of trimming animal food and fragrant branches on Shabbos, as the probibition of making a utensil does not

apply to these items.




i'l;’.ﬂ: U k| yw1 n ;W : P T'l in tﬂ ﬂﬂ1 o] U Halacha 9- The Melachos of Writing and Erasing on Shabbos and Their Required Measures

Dipna and® nan By anD  pming .2°0 NIPRIN DY anion

in the place of towrite condition on  writing One whoerases isliable letters two  One who writes
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is exempt like two large one letter One who writes is liable letters two  the erasure
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he is liable two towrite enough initsplace  and there is large one letter If one erased
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condition on  One who writes he isliable the book ~—  withit and completed  one letter If one wrote
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But  the writing on  butrather the writing the place of ison hisliability —fornot isliable the hide to ruin
JINIR PAmY DD 523 DY 07 Rl mve SRPRY nan By pninn
it and he erased a book topof on ink Iffell  isexempt to ruin condition on one who erases
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towrite  enough initsplace thereis if it and he erased  the tablet topof on wax or if fell
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This halacha defines the minimum measure of writing and erasing for which one isliable on Shabbos, aswell as the status of completing a book with a

single letter.
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sas sas rar gag tet dad like one isaword andit twice doubled  aletter One who writes
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marks fromtwo andeven isliable language andinany script inany and one who writes isliable chach

This balacha definesthe liability for writing on Shabbos, including writing a two-letter word by repeating a single letter, or writing in any language or

Script.
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Halacha 11 - Writing One Letter Next to Existing Writing and Letters That Cannot Be Read Together
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towrite  and one who intends writing topof on  writing or writing  next to one letter One who writes
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letter and one who writes letters with other tothis  similar andso zeinins two and wrote  a chet
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who wrote  or this with this read  they are not forbehold onthe beam  one  andletter on the ground  one
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If he wrote them isexempt this with this read  and they are not a tablet pagesof on two letters two
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he isliable this with this areread andthey atablet pagesof ontwo or acomer wallsof ontwo

This balacha discusses the exemption for writing lettersthat cannot be read as a single unit due to their separation, and the status of writing over

existing writing.

n ; W : ning P?: ’JW : m ”D IN ’n tZ? na "n : Halacha 12 - Writing Two Letters in Two Different Places on Shabbos

ININD TPM i MITTRR AN NN DY anD) i3 gty P nph

onthat  and went this ina province one letter uponit and wrote toit and similar parchment Ifhe took
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because at the time he isliable another ~ onascroll  another ina province second aletter and wrote day
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for their bringing close  an action lacking and they are not this with this they are read that he brings them
close

This balacha teaches that writing two letterson separate parchmentsin different locations still incurs liability because they can be brought together to be

read.

n ; 27: nj ”n IN |71 b f'l 1 n U B niNn ; ’n: Halacha 13 - Writing a Single Letter and Dividing Letters on Shabbos

730D .02 MbY AN MInm DNPYW CD DY AN NAN NN 2nian

Howso isexempt complete  word fromit  that they read though - even  one letter One who writes
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number in place of that he wrote it or ma'aser it reads  and everyone mem thathe wrote for example
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to this similar all andso isliable

This balacha discusses the liability of writing a single letter that represents a full word or number, and the liability of dividing one letter into two.
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is exempt or with his elbow with his mouth with his foot his hand ~ with the back of  or with his left ~ One who writes
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he wrote andif isexempt man every like the leftof tohim whichis withhis right who wrote A left-handed person
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whether with his right whether and wrote equally his hands with both of And one who rules he isliable ~ with his left
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An adult isliable and writing his hand holding and an adult apen holding A minor he is liable ~ with his left
(WD ANINY T3 IR TuRY DindpR MmN
isexempt and writing hishand holding and a minor a pen holding

This halacha detailsthe exemptions for writing in an unusual manner, the rules for left-handed and ambidextrous individuals, and the statusof joint

writing by an adult and a minor.
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Halacha 15 - Writing and Erasing with a Permanent Substance on a Durable Surface
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ink suchas and endures thatleavesa mark witha substance  he writes  until isliable one who writes Not
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athing on and he writes of them and the like and vitriol and gum  and vermilion and blacking
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but of them and the like and wood and paper and parchment hide suchas uponit the writing that preserves

IN DI WY TRwR TAD  TRiy M PNW 3272 aniand

or fruits and juice of  liquids  suchas does not endure mark whose  with a substance one who writes

VD TRIY IPRY 927 P2 PP NPT CRY DY 92 N¥9DY 1972 anovw

isexempt endure thatdoesnot thing any andon vegetables leavesof on ofit and the like withink who wrote
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not and likewise thatendures athing on thatendures witha substance  he writes  until liable he is not
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thatendures a thing fromupon thatendures writing  he erases  until isliable one who erases

This balacha defines the Melacha of writing and erasing on Shabbos, establishing that liability isonly incurred when both the writing material and

the writing surface are durable and permanent.
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Halacha 16 - Writing on Human Skin, Tearing Letters in Hide, and Tracing Over Existing Writing on Shabbos
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his flesh ~ that the warmth of though - even ishide  thatit because isliable hisflesh on One who writes
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one who scratches  but  that waserased towriting issimilar this behold time after the writing passes away
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because of isliable writing the shape of  the hide on One whotears isexempt writing the formof hisflesh  on
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topof on ink  One who passes isexempt writing the shape of the hide on One whomarks  writing
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on ink  Ifhe passed  erasing because of andone  writing because of  one two is liable vermilion
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he isexempt ink topof on vermilion or vermilion topof on orvermilion ink topof

Thisbalacha detailsthe parametersof the melacha of writing on Shabbos, including writing on skin, scratching letters, and tracing over existing ink or

vermilion.
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onawall  and forms designs one who makes  how so is of writing a derivative Making designs
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vinhle) ﬂ'f‘?\ﬂ Mmoo 9A0 '[P.U‘? DﬂZﬁtl nX rdnhlchl 121 .2ni3
of erasing isa derivative thisone behold tocorrect the design —  one whoerases and likewise — writing
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behold color without or withcolor one whorulesaline andboth  evenly  the stone thathe may split in order
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is liable this one

This halacha definesthe derivatives of writing, erasing, and ruling lines, including drawing designs, erasing to correct, and marking wood or stone to

ensure 5[7‘6{1;{171‘ CUts.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter details the prohibitions of taking life and preparing hides on Shabbos. The Rambam rules that anyone who takes
the life of any living creature—whether by slaughtering, stabbing, or even removing a fish from water—is liable for Shochet,
though exceptions are made for killing dangerous pests that pose a threat to life. The chapter then transitions to the melachos
of processing hides, explaining that skinning, salting, tanning, and smoothing a hide to the minimumsize of an amulet makes
one liable. Finally, the Rambam defines the specific act of separating the layers of a hide, namely duchsustos fromk'laf; asa

derivative of the melacha of smoothing.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The holy Shabbos is a day of complete rest, but our learning teaches us that this rest is not a passive slumber; it is a state of
deep, active mindfulness. When the Torah forbids us from taking a life—even that of a tiny fish by merely letting it dry out, or
an insect that reproduces—it is training our souls to recognize the immense power of our actions. On Shabbos, we step back
from manipulating the physical world. We do not skin, smooth, salt, or cut to size, nor do we write even two small letters. We

realize that every small act of ours leaves a permanent mark on creation.

This is the beautiful avodah of Shabbos. By carefully governing our hands, our speech, and our movements, we build a
sanctuary of yiras Shamayim. We show Hashem that we recognize His mastery over every detail of the universe. If the Torah
cares so deeply about the life of a small creature or the writing of two letters, how much more does Hashem cherish every

single word of Torah we speak, every mitzvah we perform, and every moment we choose restraint over impulse?

Today, take one moment before Shabbos begins to consciously pause and think about the holiness of your actions. Before you

do a simple physical act, remind yourself: "I ama servant of Hashem, and my hands are holy."
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