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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we delve into the essential melachos of kindling (mavir) and extinguishing (mechabeh) on Shabbos. Hashem
commanded us to refrain from these creative acts, and the Rambam guides us through the precise definitions of what makes
one liable, such as kindling for the sake of producing ash, or for warmth and light, as well as the unique halachic status of
heating and cooling iron to strengthen it.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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he kindled if but the ash  he needs provided andthisis isliable amount any One who kindles
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of  the grain stack And one who kindles ruining he is because he isexempt destruction by way of
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his intention is  because  destroying he is though - even isliable hisdwelling one whoburns or his fellow
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and itis made hisanger andisquieted his mind is cooled and behold on his eneny  to take revenge
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at the time of  his fellow and like one who is liable who in hisanger or hisdead over like one who tears
injures
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—  one wholights And so evil their inclination regarding are constructive  these  forall a quarrel
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is liable this one behold toilluminate whether towarmhimself whether the wood — or the candle
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and isliable  kindling  isa derivative of this behold inwater tohardenit inorder  the iron —  One who heats

This balacha definesthe liability for kindling a fire on Shabbos, distinguishing between constructive and destructive acts, and classifies heating metal to

barden it as a derivativeof kindling.
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Halacha 2 - The Probibition of Extinguishing and Kindling on Shabbos and the Laws of a Metal Coal
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or whether the candle —  one who extinguishes whether isliable amount any One who extinguishes

nanm Y nbma mgowd YN yy YW npmaaaN naomd
metal of acoal  one who extinguishes  but  wood  of the coal —  one who extinguishes
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— they heat do the iron  the polishers of forso he isliable totemper he intended andif isexempt
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and thisis tohardenit inorder in water it and they extinguish  a coal itbecomes until  the iron
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to extinguish and it is permitted extinguishing isa derivative of andit isliable it which one who does  to temper
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One who puts the public by it will be injured thatnot inorder the public in the domain of  metal of a coal
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the oil ~ from and one who takes  kindling  because of isliable thatisburning the lamp into oil
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extinguishing because of isliable thatisin the lamp

This halacha definesthe liability for extinguishing wood coals versus metal coals, the process of tempering metal, and the probibition of adding or

removing ozl from a burning lamp.
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fornot isliable money  lossof because of it one who extinguishes on Shabbos that broke out A fire
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people should go out  therefore lives lossof  butrather Shabbos supersedes money  loss of
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his dwelling allof it burns and evenif toburn  the fire and they should leave they will die that not SO
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entirely

This halacha establishes that only saving human lives, and not preventing financial loss, permitsthe violation of Shabbos by extinguishing a fire.
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that not ) empty or whether full whether vessels withall  a barrier to make It is permitted
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fromthem one may make water filled with new earthenware vesselsof  even the fire will pass
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is permitted  extinguishing for causing and extinguish they will burst surely though - even a barrier
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on the beam it willcatch thatnot  inorder  the candle topof on abowl and one may overturn

This halacha teaches that one may place vesselsto block a fire, even if they will break and release water, because causing indivect extinguishing is

permitted on Shabbos.
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toit and similar a goat the skin of one may bring the fire inthem thatcaught anda cabinet a carriage A chest
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was burned not thatstill  the edge over andspreadsit  them singes the fire  thatnot  from things
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the fire  there will pass thatnot in order

One may place a non-flammable cover over unburned partsof a vessel to block an advancing fire on Shabbos.
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Halacha 6 - Saving Garments and Torah Scrolls from Fire and Moving an Extinguished Candle
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itis extinguished and if withit and coveroneself one may spread itout the fire onit thatcaught A garment
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and if fromit andread one mayunrollit the fire onit thatcaught Torah ascrollof And similarly it is extinguished
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the firr  onit caught not  thatstill theside from water And one may place itisextinguished it is extinguished
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— one may shake aboard topof on burning acandle Ifone forgot itisextinguished itisextinguished and if
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even frombefore evening ifhe placedit  But  itisextinguished itisextinguished andif  falls and it the board
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to move it itis forbidden it was extinguished though

This balacha discusses indirect ways of extinguishing a fire to save holy books or garments, and the laws of moving a board with a candle on it.
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thatnot because extinguish and donot extinguish to him say we donot to extinguish who comes A non-Jew
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is that he is and this to him listen we donot to extinguish who comes a child  but is upon us his resting

%R T N2 RNy Ny PaX a8 nyT By ARy

commanded judgment house of there isno himself fromthe mind of but  hisfather the mind of upon  doing
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lose does not who extinguishes  all tosay  they permitted andinafire  toseparate him

This halacha discusses the restrictions and permissions regarding a non-Jew or a minor child who comes to extinguish a fire on Shabbos.
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Halacha 8 - Transferring from Domain to Domain and Carrying Four Cubits in the Public Domain
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it is labors of the primary a labor toa domain froma domain and transferring in  Transferring out

categories of
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fromSinai Moshe fromthe mouthof Torah the bodiesof all  with this that this matter though - and even
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behold  from bringing”  the people and was restrained the Sanctuary for the donation of labor any more
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the tradition  from the mouth of they learned and so it it calls labor that bringing ~ you have learned
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behold four to the end of four from the beginning of  the public  in the public domain that one who transfers
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and is liable toa domain froma domain is like one who transfers  he
out

This halacha establishes that transferring objects between domains and carrying four cubitsin the public domain are forbidden labors on Shabbos.
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thatis useful like the measure he transfers wuntil isliable toa domain froma domain one who transfers Not
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to the domain of ~ the many fromthe domain of or  the many to the domain of the individual from the domain of
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he uprooted if but second  in the domain and he places this fromdomain and he uproots the individual
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isexempt than the measure less that he transferred  or  he uprooted and not he placed or he placed and not
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isnot  the many in the domain of four to the end of four from the beginning of one who carries and likewise
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another  onside and placesit this fromside the measure he uproots wuntil liable

This balacha defines the requirements of uprooting and placing down a minimum useful amount to incur liability for transferring between domains

on Shabbos.
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Halacha 10 - The Laws of Throwing and Passing Between Domains and in the Public Domain
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and is liable of transferring isa derivative this behold one who passes or toa domain froma domain One who throws
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four to the end of four from the beginning of with his hand one who passes or  one who throws And likewise
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isexempt manner inanunusual And one who throws andisliable of transferring isa derivative this behold

This balacha definesthe liability for throwing or passing objects between domains or across four cubitsin the public domain as derivatives of the

melacha of transferring.
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isexempt second toadomain these domains of two  froma domain the object  partof  One who transfers
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filled with  thatis  Abasket this todomain this fromdomain entirely the object allof —  he transfers until
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isexempt this todomain this fromdomain mostofit and he transferred mustard filled with ~ even objects
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init thatis  all makes  for the vessel tothis thatissimilar all andso the basket allof —  he transfers until
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one like an object

This halacha teaches that one is not liable for transferring an object between domains on Shabbos unless the entire object is moved, and a container

unites all its contents into a single entity.
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who wentout or hisbosom inside  whether in hislefthand whether in hisright hand whether One who carries out
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those who carry out in the manner of he carried out because isliable in hissheet forhim bound up with money
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above the burdenis  though - even isliable hisshoulder on one who carries out And likewise
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Kehat the sonsof the carrying of was forsuch  the public  in the domain of handbreadths ten
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and all they shall carry on the shoulder 9 7  Bamidbar  asitissaid ten above in the Mishkan
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them we learn  from the Mishkan  the melachos

This halacha defines the standard methods of carrying that incur liability on Shabbos, including carrying on the shoulder as derived from the

Mishkan.
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and in his hair in hisear and with his elbow in his mouth with his foot his hand on the back of one who carriesout ~ But
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to garment garment between isdownward the pocket and the opening of in hisgarment thatissewn and ina pocket
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in his shoe  his garment in the hem of
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those who carry out

in the manner of he carried out because not isexempt and in his sandal

One who carries an object in an abnormal or unusual manner on Shabbos is exempt froma Torah liability.
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Halacha 14 - Carrying a Burden on One's Head and Transferring Above Head Height in the Public Domain
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or full  asack suchas heavy aburden itwas if his head on a burden  One who carries out
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inhishand or hisshoulder on like one who carries out and he is found those who carry out is the way of since such
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hishead on aknife or abook or agarment thathe placed suchas light anobject he took  if but
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did he carry out because not isexempt thisone behold withhishand holding isnot andhe and carried it out
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on placed objects tocarry out  the world  most of the way of foritisnot those who carry out in the manner of
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This halacha definesthe liability for carrying beavy versus light objects on one’s head, and clarifiesthat transferring an object above head height in the

public domain still incursliability.
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four by cubits four within  of the public in the domain to move fora person It is permissible
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whichis said that this they said the tradition and fromthe mouthof  man every of like the average ones
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this to the square outside he shallmove thatnot underhim eachman remain 29 16  Shemos in the Torah
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to move there is  alone  init

This balacha defines the permissible area of four cubits by four cubits within which a person may carry objectsin the public domain on Shabbos.
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thisone  of cubits four into thisone  of cubits four a portion of  two If they were
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into his own from within this one he brings out thatnot  provided  in the middle and eat they may bring
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is permitted  he  between them isabsorbed and the middle one three they were  And if his fellow of
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This balacha discusses the laws of carrying within overlapping four-cubit domainsin a public area.
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to his colleague and to give it of the public from the domain an object toliftup fora person itis permitted Therefore
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even  whoisathisside the other tohiscolleague his colleague and so cubits four within ~ who is with him
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of his cubits four within  except carry did not of them  one every

This halacha explains that carrying an object in the public domain is permitted if each individual moves it only within their own four cubits.
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Halacha 18 - Measuring the Four Cubits in the Public Domain Along the Diagonal
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by cubits four whichis  the square in all to carry toa person to him and there is Since
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cubits five square this of its diagonal  in the lengthof  he carries  itisfound  cubits four
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the public  in the domain of one who throws or one who transfers isnot  therefore a cubit  fifths of and three
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place  andevery acubit fifths of and three cubits of five outside  he transfers until liable
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is liable  cubits four one who transfers  or four to the end of four from the beginning of  that we said
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he is exempt  than this

This halacha explains that the four cubits permitted for carrying are measured asa square, meaning one isonly liable for carrying beyond the diagonal

of that square.
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this fromplace  the public fromthe domain of an object one wholifts  how so measures three here Itis found
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This halacha defines the exact distances in the public domain that determine whether carrying an object is permitted, exempt but forbidden, or fully

liable.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter outlines the parameters of kindling and extinguishing, explaining that kindling even a small fire is a Torah liability
if done for a constructive purpose, such as producing ash, generating warmth, or strengthening iron. Conversely, destructive
kindling is exempt, though destructive acts driven by anger or revenge are deemed constructive due to the satisfaction of the
yetzer hara. The Rambam details that extinguishing a fire or a wood coal is forbidden, as is adding or removing oil froma
burning lamp, while extinguishing glowing metal is generally exempt unless done to harden it. Finally, the halachah
establishes that while one may not extinguish a fire to prevent monetary loss, saving human life supersedes all Shabbos

prohibitions, and in situations of danger, extinguishing is permitted.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah teaches us that even when a fire breaks out and threatens our hard-earned possessions, we must walk away and let
it burn rather than violate the holy Shabbos. This is the ultimate test of bitachon. Itis easy to trust Hashem when things are
peaceful, but the real avodah is to stand back when our material world seems to be slipping away, knowing with complete

emunah that our livelihood comes only from Himand that no loss can touch what He has decreed for us.

Look at how the Rambam describes one who burns his neighbor’s property out of anger: even though it is destructive, he is
liable because his dark desire for revenge was satisfied. This is a profound lesson in how the yetzer hara operates. The yetzer
hara tries to convince us that venting our anger, holding a grudge, or getting even is a constructive act that will make us feel
better. In reality, it is nothing but spiritual arson. We must recognize that giving in to anger is never constructive; it only

consumes our own neshama.

Today, when you feel the fire of anger or frustration starting to burn inside you, or when you feel the urge to reactto a
perceived slight, pause for ten seconds. Remind yourself that letting the fire of the yetzer hara burn out on its own, without

feeding it, is the ultimate victory of yiras Shamayim.
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