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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin learning the essential halachos of the four domains of Shabbos, which are fundamental to the
melacha of carrying. The Rambam, with his characteristic clarity, defines the parameters of a private domain (reshus
hayachid), a public domain (reshus harabim), a carmelit, and a makom patur. We will learn the precise dimensions and physical

characteristics that establish these domains according to the Torah and Rabbinic law.

As we delve into these halachos, we will see how the Sages define a public domain based on the encampment of the Jewish
people in the desert, requiring specific widths and the absence of a roof. We will also explore the nature of a private domain,
whether it is a mound, a groove, oran area enclosed by walls, and understand the Rabbinic status of a carmelit, which acts as

an intermediate domain.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Halacha 1- The Four Domains of Shabbos and the Definitions of Private and Public Domains
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and a carmelit  the many and a domain of the individual a domain of for Shabbos domains Four
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and marketplaces and towns deserts the many  the domain of it is Which exempt anda place of
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cubits teen six the path  the width of that there is and provided tothem thatare open through — and paths
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ten thatis high a mound the individual the domain of is And which a roof upon it there is and not
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than this - more  or handbreadths four by  handbreadths four and wide handbreadths
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more  or four by four and wide ten deep thatis  atrench And likewise
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ten whose heightis  partitions four surrounded by thatis aplace And likewise than this
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mil several init thereis evenif thanthis - more  or four by four and between them
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are locked whose gates awall  thatis surrounded by a city suchas fordwelling it wasenclosed  if
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fourth on the side and a side-post walls three . that have and alleys at night

T oMWY 1P MY wpnY ;. v sn 1,

the individual a domain of all of them for dwelling that were enclosed and a stable and a corral a courtyard And likewise
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they are  complete

This halacha introduces the four domains of Shabbos and defines the physical criteria for a public domain and a private domain.
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thereis if tothem and similar and a beehive wood  of acloset  or aboat  suchas vessels Even
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are a domain of they behold this than more  or ten with a height of four by four in them
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complete  the individual

This halacha defines the dimensions required for large vessels to be legally classified as a private domain.
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Halacha 3 - The Status of Wall Thickness and Airspace in Private and Public Domains
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it makes for others domain is like a private  domain  a private of the walls The thickness of
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up domain  islike a private  domain  a private The airspace of SO all the more  not foritself  a partition
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ten upto except domain  like a public  is not domain a public  the airspace of  but to the sky
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it is area anexempt  domain a public  in the airspace of ten and above  handbreadths

This halacha defines the status of the thickness of walls surrounding a private domain and the vertical boundaries of airspace in both private and public

domains.
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this than more or four by four init thathas A mound carmelit is this What
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ten upto except occupy doesnot  for the carmelit ten andupto  fromthree  and its height
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by four init thathas agroove And sotoo four by than four less wide and is not
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that was surrounded  a place  And so too ten upto fromthree and deep this than more or four
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by four and between them ten andupto  fromthree  theirheight partitions by four
and it of the public tothe domain thatisadjacent nook acomer Andsotoo this than more or four
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suchas of the public is the domain fourth and the side  partitions by three thatis surrounded is the place
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the seas  And so too fourth on the side a crossbeam or aside-post have thatdoesnot analleyway
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are carmelit these  all the rains in the daysof  or the sun  in the daysof whether and the valley

This halacha defines the physical dimensions and specific locationsthat constitute a carmelit, which isa Rabbinically prohibited domain on Shabbos.
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and above  handbreadths ten upto islike a carmelit it behold the carmelit The airspace of
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above  Therefore exemption isa place of it behold the carmelit in the airspace of handbreadths ten
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is like the airspace of handbreadths ten upto and thatisin the rivers thatisin the seas the water the surface of
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water thatis filled with the depth allof  but  exemption isa place of ten and above a carmelit
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thick  is like ground it behold

This halacha definesthe vertical boundaries of a carmelit, establishing that its status extends up to ten handbreadths, above which is a makom patur,

while the entire depth of water is treated assolid ground.
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PN ON RN NP PRy APEX NTHnn03 NI N0 noBRT2av 9ia

there isnot  if  cubits one hundred  deep even is like a carmelit it behold thatisina carmelit A pit
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sixteen inits width that there isnot or a roof over it that has domain A public four in it
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in a public that stand the pillars thatis between A bench is like a carmelit it behold  cubits
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between  but  are like a carmelit  domain a public and the sides of s like a carmelit it behold  domain
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domain are a public they behold between them tread the public since the pillars

Thishalacha definesthe status of pits in a carmelit, covered public domains, and the spaces between pillarsin a public domain.
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M3 YN PY 1YIINR nIND i3 whw mipm aivR oipn A o

and its height four by than four less init thathas aplace exemption aplaceof is  Which
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thorns even islike the earth it behold  than three less forall the sky  until three
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four their width and not three their height  the public  in the domain of dung or and briers
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by four init that there isnot a groove and likewise exemption are a place of they behold four by
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init thatthere isnot thatissurrounded aplace andlikewise  the abyss until  fromthree  and its depth four
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less four and itswidth  mil  a thousand itslength ifwas  even four by four
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the airspace of and likewise exemption isa place of this behold and upward fromthree  and its height a barleycorn
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isaplace of it behold ten above a carmelit  the airspace of or  the public the domain of
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exemption

This halacha defines the dimensions and spatial boundaries of a makom patur (exempt area) in public domains and carmelit.
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more and not less not exactly handbreadths nine in its height thathas A place
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to  payattention and we donot  the public islike the domain of it behold  the public  in the domain of
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the public ~ because narrow whether wide whether itswidth and the measure of itslength the measure of
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init there was if less or nine than more itwas if but upon it adjust their loads
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by four init thereisnot andif  isa carmelit it behold more  or four by four
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exemption isa place of it behold four

This balacha definesthe status of a raised area in the public domain based on its exact beight and dimensions.
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Halacha 9- The Status of a Low Roof Near the Public Domain and a Pillar with Pegs
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adjustloads and many since handbreadths ten within  of the public to the domain thatisadjacent A roof
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A pillar to permit it fixed aladder forit thathe makes until on the roof  tocarry itis forbidden upon it
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of the individual isa domain this behold four and wide ten high  of the public in the domain
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and it is fit since three high itisnot  evenif thatitis any apeg initsheight Ifhe drove
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and we do not a carmelit and it becomes diminishes it this behold it and to use on the peg to hang
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this behold withpegs allofit he filledit and evenif and upward the peg from except forit  measure
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them and use pegs on those  they hang forbehold its height diminishes

This balacha discusses how public usage of a low roof restricts carrying on it, and howinserting pegs into a pillar in the public domain reduces its

halachic height.
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the domain of holesof  but  the individual are like the domain of they behold the individual the domain of Holes of
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How so  their measurement are according to they behold rather  the many like the domain of are not  the many
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ten and high four by four init thereis if the many the domain of at the side of A hole
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and if  isa carmelit  this behold ten high itisnot andif the individual isa domain of it behold
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three thatitis high and thisis exemption isa place of this behold four by four in it there is not
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is like the ground it behold  than three less for anything

This halacha definesthe status of holes in walls adjacent to public and private domains based on their dimensions and height from the ground.
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Halacha 11 - Permitted Carrying in Private Domains and Exempt Places Versus the Restrictions of Carmelit
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if was even in all of them to carry itis permitted exempt and a place of the individual A domain of
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the public a domain of  but inall of it one may carry mil several of both of them  one each the length of
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or one transferred and if cubits within four except in them carry we donot and the carmelit
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and in a carmelit  he isliable the public ina domain of  cubits of four outside threw or passed
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a domain of resembles  thatit  because is from their words the carmelit  since the prohibition of he is exempt
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needed was  not if therefore the public ~ with a domain of it will be confused lest the public
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thatnot inorder inacarmelit  athorn thathe transferred forexample the carrying out for the body of
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and so cubits several if he transferred it and even is permitted this behold the public by it they will be injured
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to this similar  anything

This halacha contraststhe unlimited carrying permitted in a private domain and a makom patur with the four-cubit restriction in a public domain

and a carmelit, noting a lenient exception for removing hazardsfrom a carmelit.
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fromit  tobringin itis permitted so  domain  exempt inany to carry that it is permitted ~ Just as
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to a carmelit tosay need  and thereisno the public tothe domain of or the individual to the domain of
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need  and there isno the public and from the domain of the individual fromthe domain of toit and one may take out
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the carmelit from  tosay

This balacha establishes that an exempt domain (makom patur) has no restrictions regarding the transfer of objects between it and any other domain
on Shabbos.
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from it toremove itisforbidden so the carmelit  inallof  tocarry thatitis forbidden Justas
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from the domain of  toa carmelit tobringin  or  the many tothe domainof or the individual to the domain of
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he is exempt broughtin or one removed andif  the many  fromthe domain of or the individual

This halacha establishesthat transferring objects between a carmelit and either a private or public domain is Rabbinically forbidden, though one is

exempt from a sin offering.
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the many froma domain of or the individual toa domain of the individual froma domain of One who transfers
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one who throws or one who passes and sotoo isexempt isin the middle anda carmelit the many toa domain of
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the many froma domain of an object One who transfers isexempt isin the middle anda carmelit tothis from this

MET?  099M MPRIR MR MM DY imam nohnisy

toa domain of and broughtitin fromthe carmelit and lifted it and returned there and placedit  toa carmelit
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and returned  there and placed it toa carmelit  the individual froma domain of who transferred it or  the individual
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isexempt thisone behold the many toa domain of and transferred itout fromthe carmelit and lifted it

This balacha teaches that transferring, passing, or throwing an object between two primary domainsvia a carmelit, or stopping in a carmelit in

between, does not violate a Torah probibition.
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exemption a place of through and passed the many tothe domain of the individual from the domain of One who transfers
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and there isno like one who stands isnot  because one who walks isliable  in his walking between them that was
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considered thatitis not exemption througha place of the object where passed regarding one who to say need
throws
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from the domain of an object and took exemption ina place of standing Ifhe was there thatrested like one
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in the hand of or  the many in the domain of and placedit there whoisstanding froma person or the individual
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the many  from the domain of he broughtin  if  and likewise he isexempt there whoisstanding a person
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he is exempt exemption in a place of and stood the individual to the domain of

This halacha teaches that walking through a makom patur does not break up a transfer, but stopping or standing in one does.
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four in its base and there is not four and wide ten high the public  in the domain of A pillar
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one threw and if the individual isa domain of it behold three ofit  the narrow in the height and there is
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ten a height of thataccumulates A mound he isliable itstop wupon anditrested the public from the domain of
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one threw andif the individual isa domain of it behold  cubits four alengthof fromwithin handbreadths
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he is liable itstop upon anditrested the public from the domain of

This halacha defines how a pillar with a narrow base or a steep mound in the public domain can be classified asa private domain.
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and threw cubits one hundred  high even  of the individual in the domain areed One who fixed
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until ascends of the individual for the domain isliable itstop on anditrested of the many from the domain
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to the domain extends and its branch of the individual in the domain  stands that A tree the sky
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the trunk  after goes  the branch fornot isexempt itsbranch on anditrested and he threw of the many

Thishalacha teaches that a private domain extends upward indefinitely, whereas the branchesof a tree extending into a public domain do not share the

statusof its trunk.
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itstop upon anditrested and threw isa basket andatitstop the public into the domain of areed One who drove
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cubits four One who throws ten upto except the public the domain of for there is not is exempt

dough  or fat  thathe threw forexample onawall the object andrested the public in the domain of
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in the air it is like one who throws handbreadths ten above it stuck if  tothe wall and itstuck
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ten below it stuck itis  exemption a place of the public in the domain of ten which is above
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and it rested ten above Ifhe threw and he isliable on the ground it is like one who throws handbreadths
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he isexempt thatitis any ina hole

This balacha discusses the status of objects thrown in a public domain that land on elevated surfaces, walls, or crevices above ten handbreadtbs.
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the many  in the domain of and it became stuck the individual fromthe domain of aspear or areed threw
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from the domain of a utensil threw exemption isina place of partofit forbehold exempt stands when it
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complete the individual isa domain of this thata utensil because  exempt ten with a height of four
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the individual to the domain of the individual from the domain of like one who brings out and he is found

One isexempt from carrying if part of the object remains in a makom patur, or if the thrown utensil itself constitutes a private domain.
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to ten and completed it from its bottom aclod  and he uprooted of the public in the domain nine A pit
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because he isexempt  asone come the partition and the making of the object the uprooting of though - even
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aclod intoit and he threw ten the pit  If was at the beginning ten the partition was not
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come the partition and the removal of the object the resting of for behold he is exempt  fromten and diminished it
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as one

This halacha discusses the exemption from liability when the act of throwing or uprooting an object simultaneously createsor destroys the ten-

handbreadth depth required for a private domain.
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a domain of anditbecame the public in the domainof  spikes topof on anditrested aboard One who throws
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with the partition the making of  since isexempt the board topof on autensil there was evenif the individual

:NAND P2 °727  nom
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This halacha discusses the exemption of throwing an object that simultaneously createsthe private domain in which it comes to rest.
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a mat and one threw  domain in a public eight and wide ten deep thatis A pit
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the resting of with because heisexempt intotwo initswidth the pit anditdivided domain  froma public
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four by than four less of them place  each and became the partitions were nullified the vessel

This halacha discusses how throwing a mat into a pit can divide its space and nullify its status as a private domain.
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and one threw water filled with four and wide ten deep  the public in the domain of A pit
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nullify does the water fornot isliable the water topof on anditrested an object into its midst
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the produce diminished forbehold isexempt intoits midst and one threw produce filled with ifit were  the partitions
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its measurement  —

| This halacha discusses whether water or produce inside a pit in the public domain nullifiesits status asa private domain.
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if  init walk and many of the public through the domain  passes that of water An irrigation ditch
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thatit was whether of the public is like the domain it behold handbreadths ten in its depth there is not
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ten in its depth and there is not since inside it walk and donot overit jump the people
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it behold more  or ten inits depth there is andif of the public is the domain it behold
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more  or handbreadths four in its width that there is and this is seas like other is like a carmelit
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than four less carmelit for there is no than this

Thishalacha definesthe status of a shallow or deep water ditch running through a public domain on Shabbos.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter establishes the definitions and boundaries of the four domains of Shabbos. The Rambam defines a public domain
asan open, unroofed area traversed by the public, such as deserts, forests, marketplaces, and wide thoroughfares. A private
domain is defined as an area of at least four by four handbreadths that is physically distinct, such as a mound ten handbreadths
high, a groove ten handbreadths deep, or an area enclosed by walls, including cities surrounded by a wall and lanes with
three walls and a lechi. Finally, the Rambam introduces the carmelit as a Rabbinically restricted intermediate domain that does

not meet the full criteria of either a public or private domain.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, look at how the Torah defines our physical world on Shabbos. We have the public domain, the busy, open
thoroughfares where the masses tread, and we have the private domain, a space of ten handbreadths high, set apart and
defined by its own walls. The halachah teaches us a profound truth: a private domain is not just a house. Even a simple
wooden chest or a small mound, if it has the proper height and boundaries, becomes a complete private domain. It stands

independent of the bustling public world around it.

This is the essence of our avodah in this world. The street, the marketplace, the daily grind—these are the public domains
where we must walk during the week. But a Yid must know how to build a private domain within his own heart. No matter
how loud the world is around you, you have the ability to set up boundaries, to raise yourself ten handbreadths above the

noise, and to create a space that belongs entirely to Hashem.

Even when you are in the middle of the busiest marketplace, you can pull back into your own private domain of Torah and
yiras Shamayim. Like the walls of the private domain that the Rambam teaches us go "up to the heavens," when you establish
your personal boundaries for holiness, your connection to Hashem rises without limit, untouched by the distractions of the

street.

Today, when you feel overwhelmed by the noise of the world around you, pause for sixty seconds, close your eyes, and step

into your private domain—speak a few words of tefillah or think a thought of Torah to reconnect your neshama to Hashem.

P72 - Y NidPn D127 790 - Navy & Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text HILCHOS SHABBOS - CHAPTER FOURTEEN - 24 HALACHAS




