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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we learn the halachos of a place that is enclosed but not for the purpose of human habitation, such as
gardens, orchards, or open fields. Hashem's Torah defines a private domain by its walls, but our Sages, in their great wisdom,
made a fence for the Torah to prevent us from coming to carry in a public domain. They established that if such an area is
larger than the size of the courtyard of the Mishkan—which was the space needed to sow two seah of grain—one may not

carry within it more than four amos, treating it with the stringency of a carmelit.

We will also learn the precise measurements of this area, which is five thousand square amos, and how its shape affects its
halachic status. The chapter teaches us the guidelines for rectangular enclosures, elevated surfaces, and rocks in the sea, as
well as the practical steps a person must take to change the status of an area so that it is considered enclosed for the purpose of
habitation, which allows carrying throughout.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

ﬂ;Wﬂ i'lj"fb r]]?l-l Nb W =) 1779 1°% Halacha 1 - The Status of an Area Enclosed for Purposes Other Than Habitation on Shabbos
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gardens suchas for open space its use that should be but  for habitation wasenclosed thatnot A place
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thereis  if tothem andsimilar toguardit the earth from aplace one whoencloses andsuchas and orchards
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the individual islike a domain of it  behold more or  tefachim ten the partitions in the height of
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or  the public tothe domain of fromit and one who passes and one who throws one who transfers to obligate
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init thereis - . unless in all of it carry and we do not into it the public  from the domain of
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itis forbidden twoseah anarea of than more init there was if but less or twoseah anarea of
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like a carmelit cubits  within four except init to carry

| This halacha definesthe status of an enclosed area not meant for living, such as a garden, restricting carrying within it if it exceeds the size of two seah.
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on we may carry twoseah anareaof upto and wide handbreadths ten thatis high  a pillar And;o
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cubits within four ~ except in it carry we donot twoseah anarea of over wide Ifitwas allofit
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and from to the sea fromits midst we may carry than ten less high  ifit was thatisin the sea A rock
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from four itswidth  was if ten high  Ifitwas isacarmelit  for the whole into its midst the sea
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we donot in all of it to carry and it is permitted since twoseah  anarea of upto handbreadths
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than an area of more Ifitwas intoits midst the sea from nor tothe sea fromits midst neither carry
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in it to carry and it is forbidden since of the individual a domain  thatitis though - even twoseah
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and from to the sea from its midst to carry is permitted  this behold like a carmelit cubits  within four except
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onit decree andtheydidnot itis common thatisnot isa matter forthis into its midst the sea

This balacha detailsthe laws of carrying on elevated surfaces and rocks in the sea based on their beight and surface area.
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anarea of Itturnsout cubits fifty by  cubits fifty aseah anareaof s How much
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init thathas place andany cubits thousand five in its square area thathas isa place  twoseah
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seventy by anda fraction cubits seventy whichis  a square it was  whether this like this measure
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anarea of iscalled this behold shapes other  whether round itwas  whether and a fraction cubits
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two seah

This balacha defines the exact mathematical area of a two-seah space, which isthe maximum size permitted for carrying within an enclosure not made

for dwelling.
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double itslength  was if twoseah  a house of init thathas forhabitation wasenclosed thatnot Anarea
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the Mishkan like the courtyard of fifty by one hundred thatit will be so like its width two
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even like its width two than more itslength  was if but in all of it to carry it is permitted
DOAND N°2 Ay NPY .NInN Y282 NPN 2 PPuPLn PN MmN
twoseah  ahouse of did they make for not cubits within four  except in it carry we donot a cubit
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the Mishkan fromthe courtyard of except  courtyards  like other for the open air whose use is

This balacha defines the permissible dimensions of an area of two seah that was not enclosed for habitation, based on the proportionsof the Mishkan's

courtyard.

T MEIR VT 29 AT QWY NP RO PR3 Pavek g

Halacha S - Permitting Carrying in an Area Enclosed Not for Habitation by Breaching and Re-fencing
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ten than greater abreach init one breached if  habitation for the sake of  not that was enclosed A place
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ten upto habitation for the sake of init andfenced handbreadths ten witha height of  cubits
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habitation for the sake of and fenced it a cubit if one breached andeven inallofit to carry it is permitted
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itis permitted  thanten togreater he completed it until habitation for the sake of and fenced it a cubit and breached
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mil several init thereis though - even inall of it to carry

This halacha explains how to rectify an area enclosed for purposes other than habitation so that carrying within it becomes permitted on Shabbos.
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Halacha 6 - The Law of an Endlosed Area Sown, Planted, or Filled with Water on Shabbos
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it behold its majority wassown  if  for habitation thatwasenclosed twoseah thana house of greater Anarea
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ahouse of fromit wassown if its minority wassown in all ofit to carry and it is forbidden is like a garden
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than a house of greater the sown the area was andif inall of it to carry itis permitted  two seah
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is like a courtyard it behold its majority one planted in all of it to carry itis forbidden  twoseah

OX 7277 2OpRY T APBN D% Npmnl 9922 Pubuy  anm

if very deep they were  evenif water itbecame filled with inall of it to carry and it is permitted
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and if inall of it to carry and it is permitted are like plantings they behold for use fit they were
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cubits within four ~ except init carry we do not for use fit they are not

This halacha detailsthe laws of carrying in an enclosed area larger than two seah when it is partially sown with crops, planted with trees, or filled with

water.
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Halacha 7 - An Enclosure Not for Habitation That Was Partially Roofed or Breached into a Courtyard
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seah three  anarea of init thathas habitation for the purpose of  not that was enclosed An area

AN 77 mMpR CRY 37°RR MR TR N2 32 M

and closes oft descends  aroof  forthe edge of permitsit itsroofing aseah anarea of init and they roofed
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is permitted the courtyard opposite it the courtyard and was breached toa courtyard in its fullness Ifitbreached
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permits it the courtyard the open space of  for not as it was is forbidden and the enclosure as it was

This halacha discusses how roofing a portion of an oversized enclosure can halachically partition it, and how breaches between such an enclosure and a

courtyard affect carrying permissions.
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If he built a reduction it is not with trees toreduce it and he came  twoseah  than a space of greater Ifitwas
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isa reduction this behold more  or three and wide ten high the wall ~ beside apillar init
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if Andso isconsidered asconnected than three less forany areduction itisnot  than three less
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than three less isa reduction this behold a partition and made three the wall from he distanced
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anything  done  he hasnot

This halacha discusses the methods of reducing the size of an enclosed area to make it permissible for carrying on Shabbos.

Hgﬂ 7: %23 17 v 1'!3 m 731 ’7 n: VYR 1% Halacha 9- The Law of Reducing a Wall and a Partition Built on Top of Another Partition
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this behold itself by to stand able thatitisnot though - even withclay  the wall —  plastered
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on apartition made itiseffective a partition and made three the mound from distanced isa reduction
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effective  itisnot a partition topof on a partition forone who makes effective itisnot the mound the edge of
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the upper and was made since remains the upper and behold lower the partition sunk
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is effective this behold it except  visible  there there isnot and behold dwelling for the sake of
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in all of it to carry and it is permitted

This balacha discusses how plastering a wall reducesits dimensions and the statusof a partition built on top of a mound or another partition.

D".ﬂ ; ’11 m BW i'l; U -1 : 17 | WE U Halacha 10 - Carrying in an Open Area Bebind Houses Larger Than Two Seah

except in it carry we donot twoseah anareaof than  larger houses  thatis behind An open area
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the entrance he opened and if into it open the house an entrance of there was and evenif within four
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to carry and it is permitted  for habitation islike enclosed this behold he enclosed it that and after to there
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in all of it

This balacha discussesthe laws of carrying in a backyard area that exceeds the size of two seah, depending on whether it was enclosed before or after an

entrance was mec‘d toit.
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thatreaches  to the path opens another and fromside one  fromside  to the city thatopens  An open area
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in all of it to carry permitted and it will be the city from the side of a post forit one makes to the river
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to its inside the city and from  tothe city  and fromits inside

This balacha discusses the method of permitting carrying in an open area that borders both a city and a path leading to a river by placing a post on the

city side.
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upto init thereis if  himself around a partition and made inavalley whospentShabbos An individual
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twoseah anareaof than more itwas andif inallofit to carry itis permitted  twoseah  anarea of
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three but two there were  if  and so cubits within four except init carry he does not
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and itis permitted are a caravan they behold inavalley whospentShabbos thanthem more  or Jews
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there does not remain  provided that and this is mil several  even  theirneed inall to carry for them
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there remains  if but utensils ~ without vacant twoseah anarea of thatthey enclosed the partition from
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to carry they are forbidden it needing  were they and not utensils without vacant twoseah anarea of
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fora caravan  complete a minor and does not cubits within four except the partition  in all

This balacha details the dimensions and conditions under which individuals or a caravan spending Shabbos in an open valley may carry within a

temporary partition.
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Halacha 13 - Establishing Sabbath Residence at Twilight Determines the Permitted Area for Carrying
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one died that and after Sabbathresidence and established theirneeds according to who enclosed Three
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in more  Sabbath residence two If established in all of it to carry are permitted they behold of them
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except to carry they are forbidden a third tothem came that andafter twoseah thananarea of




MR NT APAYIY .M NI DTp vIYD nims ¥

is the determining it because the Sabbath  thisone thatcame before asthey were  cubits  within four
factor residence
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the residents  not

The status of an enclosed area is determined solely by the number of residents present at the onset of Shabbos, and subsequent changes in population do not

alter thisstatus.
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this and are open  this beside this habitation for the purpose of  not that are enclosed places Three
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for the two so that there are found is narrow and the middle one  are wide the outer ones twoof  to this
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in this one and an individual in thisone anindividual and if there was and fromhere fromhere  posts outer ones
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if there was theirneed allof tothem and we give like a caravan they are made in thisone and an individual
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with posts  the middle one so that there is found ~ narrow outer ones and the two  wide the middle one
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rested on Shabbos  if therefore outer ones from the two is separated it behold sides from its two
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all of to them give we donot in thisone and an individual in thisone and an individual in thisone an individual
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if there was  in his place twoseah anarea of forhimself has and one one every rather theirneed
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and two in this one two or in the middle one and two in thisone and anindividual in thisone an individual
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theirneed allof tothem we give in the middle one and one in this one

This halacha discusses the conditions under which three adjacent enclosures not originally enclosed for habitation can be treated asa single caravan

camp to permit carrying on Shabbos.

n ; W’? ni b 10 5 CH nin W : tl nix T'I 73 ’g”_f Halacha 15 - The Laws of Valid and Invalid Partitions for Shabbos
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partition and any a partition  is not ordinary  ina wind  tostand able thatisnot  partition Any
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except made thatisnot  partition andany a partition  isnot to last made that is not
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handbreadths ten in its height that does not have partition and any a partition  isnot alone for modesty
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combine five and a partition of five A mound of complete  a partition  is not more or

This balacha definesthe physical requirements of a valid partition on Shabbos, including its stability, permanence, purpose, and minimum height.

nn 5 7nM 31 i'lg'! EJW I-lg I 73 197 Halacha 16 - The Law of a Breached Partition and the Form of an Entrance
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was if but a partition  isnot  the standing than  greater breached init thathas partition Any
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a breach breaches in those  there shallbe thatnot provided ispermitted this behold like standing breached
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if  islike an entrance it behold  cubits ten but cubits ten than  more thatis
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itdoesnot than ten more init thatthereis though - even anentrance aformof this to thisbreach there was
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the standing than  greater  the breached there shallbe provided thatnot anditis the partition  invalidate

This halacha defines the ratio of open to closed space required for a valid partition on Shabbos and the statusof a doorway frame.
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Halacha 17 - The Status of a Partition with Breaches of Less Than Three Handbreadths
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if but and upwards handbreadths  fromthree  that the breaches ata time are said words In what
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though - andeven ispermitted this behold  from three less of them breach each the breaches were
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is like connected it behold  from three less forany the standing than isgreater that the breached

This halacha explains the principle of lavud, where gaps of lessthan three handbreadths are balachically considered closed, even if the total breached

area exceedsthe standing area.
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Halacha 18 - Partitions Made of Reeds or Ropes and the Minimum Height of Ten Handbreadths
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handbreadths three toits fellow areed between and thereisnot withreeds thathe enclosed behold How
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this behold handbreadths three toits fellow arope between and thereisnot  withropes  thathe enclosed or
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vertical without horizontal or horizontal without vertical thatitis though - even complete  a partition
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the end of until the earth from that there shallbe or ten the reed the height of that there shall be and he needs
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partition  for there is no with ropes he enclosed if ten the uppermost  the rope  the thickness of
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they are fromSinai  to Moshe alaw these  the measurements and all than ten less

This halacha explains howto construct a valid partition using reeds or ropes based on the principle of lavud, and establishes the minimum height of ten

handbreadths as a law given to Moshe at Sinai.
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fromhere ofit and the like areed iseven it place  inevery thatismentioned anentrance The frame of
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or handbreadths is ten side posts  the two the height of  theirtop upon andareed fromhere anda reed
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the two  touch itdoesnot though - even theirtop whichisupon ofit and the like and the reed more
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is ten the side posts and the height of since cubits  several between them thereis  but side posts
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that it be needs that they spoke of anentrance and the frame of anentrance isa frame of this behold
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straw of a door even adoor tohold strongenough

This halacha defines the structural requirements for a ‘tzuras bapesach’(the frame of an entrance) used to enclose an area for carrying on Shabbos.

T 3 i .‘ ?: 3 i'l? : : n D 5 .'n'l‘l 4 Halacha 20 - The Frame of an Arched Entrance and One Constructed at the Side
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behold handbreadths ten the arch  the legs of in the lengthof thereis if isanarch whose shape An entrance
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anything  isnot  the side from it that he made anentrance anda frame of anentrance isa frame of this
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in the middle but angle ina corner to be entrances the way of for it is not

This balacha defines the structural requirements for an arched doorway and explains why a frame constructed at the side of a wall is invalid.

n ; W : 9 ;1 b ? ?: i'lg T'l ?: .ﬂfw s_’ Halacha 21 - Making a Partition from Any Substance on Shabbos
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even  witha human whether  with food whether with utensils whether a partition we may make With everything
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that they not in order bound that they mustbe anditis and bird beast kindsof and other withan animal
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The Rambam explainsthat any object, food, human, or bound animal may be used to form a valid partition on Shabbos.
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this behold on Shabbos thatis made and a partition is valid this behold on its own thatstands A partition
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and this  Shabbos on that in it to carry it is permitted unintentionally it wasmade andif isa partition
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for this a person intended  if but  the one who carries the knowledge of without is provided that it is

made
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it made though - even init to carry in order on Shabbos  to be made partition
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if  and likewise =~ Shabbos on that in it to carry itis forbidden unintentionally the one who made it
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is forbidden this behold in it to carry this person  intended not though - even intentionally itwasmade
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in it to carry

This balacha discusses the validity of partitions formed on Shabbos, distinguishing between those made unintentionally and those made with intent.
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this one beside thisone thatshall stand on Shabbos beings human  of  a partition to make It is permitted
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he stood them a partition making them that for the purpose of who are standing these ~ know  thatnot provided
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shall stand  rather this  partition to use wants who the person  them  shall stand and not
ARYT? KPW AnX 1NN
his knowledge ~without another  them

This halacha discusses the specific conditions under which human beings may be used to forma temporary partition on Shabbos.
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handbreadths three the ground from  high itsfoliage isnot if  the ground over shades that A tree
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until to the ground and ties them tothem and similar and stubble straw and itsleaves itsbranches between  one fills
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is that there is and this allofit under and one may carry it sways and not ordinary ina wind thatitstands
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we donot  twoseah thananareaof more itwas if but twoseah  anareaof upto underit
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enclosed thatwasnot isaplace thatunderit because  cubits within four except  underit carry
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itis for dwelling

This halacha explains howthe hanging branches of a tree can form a valid partition for carrying on Shabbos, provided they are stabilized and the

enclosed area is not too large.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by defining the status of an area enclosed for purposes other than habitation, explaining that while it is a
private domain mid'Oraisa, the Sages forbade carrying within it if it exceeds the size of two seah (5,000 square amos), unless it
is exactly twice as long as it is wide like the courtyard of the Mishkan. We then learn the halachos of elevated surfaces and
rocks in the sea, where the Sages made specific decrees regarding carrying fromthemto the sea based on their size. Finally,
the Rambam details the exact dimensions of a two-seah area and explains how one can halachically convert an area enclosed
for other purposes into one enclosed for habitation by breaking down a portion of the wall and rebuilding it with the proper

intent.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

In this chapter, the Torah teaches us a profound lesson about the power of intention and purpose. We learn that a massive
area, even if it is completely enclosed by walls, is restricted in how we can carry within it if it was not originally enclosed for
the purpose of human habitation (shelo hukafledira). Yet, if even a small part of it is broken down and rebuilt with the explicit

intention of making it a dwelling place, the entire space is transformed and elevated.

This is a powerful mashal for our daily avodah. A person can build beautiful walls in their life—they can have a nice home, a
successful business, and a structured routine—but if these are just "open spaces” devoid of holy purpose, they feel empty and
spiritually restricted. The moment you introduce a conscious intention for the sake of Heaven (leshem Shamayim) into your
daily affairs, you transform the entire space. By making your home a place of Torah, or by using your business to do chesed,

you turn a mundane enclosure into a true dwelling place for the Shechinah.

Today, take one ordinary, physical aspect of your day—whether it is eating a meal, driving to work, or cleaning your home—
and explicitly say or think: "I amdoing this to have the strength and peace of mind to serve Hashem." With this simple

intention, you transformyour entire day into a dwelling place for Hashem.
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