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L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we leamn the halachos of shevisas behemah—the Torah obligation to ensure that one's animals rest on
Shabbos. Hashem commanded us that not only we, but also our beasts, must cease from melacha on the holy day. We will
explore the source of this mitzvah, which animals are included, and the nature of the prohibition against having an animal

carry a burden or performlabor like plowing on Shabbos.

We will also learn the Rabbinic safeguards established by our Sages to protect this holy mitzvah. This includes the gezeirah
against selling, hiring, or lending large animals to a non-Jew, lest it lead to violating the Torah prohibition of working one's
animal on Shabbos, as well as the specific exceptions and penalties involved in these laws.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

n ; W : I-UJ.D ’; tZH I-I?Q ﬂ: tl ]7 s_’ th ?_3 9319 N Halacha 1- The Probibition of Placing a Burden on an Animal and its Resting on Shabbos

ma 15_7?_::7" 2° 20 MW NNAIY nawa mnan Dy Nign N’3ﬁ.‘l’? 70N

may rest  "so that 120 23 Shemos  asitissaid on Shabbos the animal upon aburden totake out forbidden
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concerning iscommanded thathe though -  even the animal upon he tookout andif andfowl wild beasts
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isexempt aburden uponher and there was on Shabbos hisanimal  after one who drives

Thisbalacha teaches that one’s animals must rest on Shabbos, but driving a laden animal does not carry the penalty of lashes because it is derived froma

positive commandment.
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any do "Donot 10 20 Shemos  asitissaid in the Torah  explicit  a prohibition And is there not
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thatnot and your animal” and your maidservant and yourservant and your daughter and yourson  you melacha
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This balacha explains that working together with an animalisa Torab probibition punishable by death, and therefore does not carry the punishment
of lashes.
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he willdo sothatnot toanon-Jew large ananimal  to hire out or tolend fora Jew It is forbidden
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They forbade  hisanimal  the resting of concerning iscommanded  he and behold on Shabbos  melacha  withit
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he sold and if he will hire out or he will lend lest  toanon-Jew large ananimal tosell the Sages
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we donot aninjured one andeven and he mustreturnit its value ten times  up to him we penalize
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doesnot  since the broker  a broker meansof by tothem tosell  forhim and itis permitted sell
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lend and doesnot  hire out

This halacha detailsthe probibition of lending, hiring, or selling a large animalto a non-Jew to prevent it from performing melacha on Shabbos.
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Halacha 4 - Selling Animals to a Non-Jew and to a Suspected Jew
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not  man forriding of  except  stands the horse since not ahorse tothem  tosell  And itis permitted
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so toanon-Jew tosell  theyforbade and justas itself — carries  and the living  for a burden
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tothem  tosell  anditis permitted toanon-Jew  tosell  whoissuspected toa Jew tosell  they forbade
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even  without specification shall he sell and not in his presence it and he slaughters ~ for slaughter  a cow
with it and will work it he will delay ~ lest  fattening  of  anox

This halacha detailsthe Rabbinic restrictions on selling certain animals to non-Jews lest they perform labor with them on Shabbos.
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where they accustomed  a place  they may sell small ananimal tothem  tosell  where they accustomed A place
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This balacha discusses the local customs regarding selling small animals to non-Jews and the general prohibition of selling large animalsto them.
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his purse  to him that he could give a non-Jew withhim there was and not on the way who wasovertakenby One

darkness
TRY? TEIAYI NDPOR NOMWD Yy fovd man .mm2 ny  pm
tostand and when it desires  is walking while it upon it his purse he places ananimal withhim and there was
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there there willbe thatnot andinorder isuponit whileit itwillstand thatnot inorder fromupon it he removes it
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the time all withvoice andeven tolead it forhim and itis forbidden  placing nor  uprooting neither
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it the Sages and a decree of on Shabbos driving an animal he willbe that not in order isupon it thatthe purse
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anon-Jew withhim thereisnot - unless ananimal the backof on  his purse he should place thatnot

This halacha details how a traveler who is overtaken by darkness on Friday afternoon must handle bis purse when no non-Jewis present to carry it.
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Halacha 7 - Carrying a Purse on Shabbos via a Deaf-Mute, Mentally Incompetent Individual, or Minor
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the donkey on  his purse he should place ora minor a mentally incompetent a deaf-mute with him If there was

individual
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with him If there was of Israel human beings they are because of them  toone give it and he does not
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to the mentally he should give it an animal with him and there is not and a mentally a deaf-mute

incompetent individual incompetent individual
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he should give it and a minor A deaf-mute to the mentally he should give it and a minor A mentally
incompetent individual incompetent individual
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of all one nor anon-Jew nor ananimal withhim there was Ifnot thathe wishes of them one towhichever
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he may carryit  not  andif  he should wait until overit towait until nightfall he isable if  intohis hand
nightfall
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This halacha details the bierarchy of preference for transporting a purse or lost object on Shabbos when stranded on the road, prioritizing animals and

then individuals of varying balachic capacity.
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and thatis of the public to the domain of hers anditsbridle witha bit the animal — — topull  Itis permitted
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and a nose ring fora camel and a halter fora horse aneckring forexample  bridle for that  appropriate thatitis
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thatis not witha restraint an animal one took out if but foradog andacollar fora female camel
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that she does not witha restraint  or  of the horse in the mouth arope thathe tied forexample withit guarded
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witha neckring a donkey thathe took out forexample  thanit with less she is guarded  rather it need
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guarding or excessive guarding forany isaburden this behold witha collar  acat or ahorse of
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is forher it a burden insufficient

This halacha defines which animal restraints are considered functional garments and which are deemed forbidden burdens on Shabbos.
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Halacha 9 - Probibition of Leading Tied Animals and Going Out with a Bell on Shabbos
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Shabbos from the eve of tied they were even and pull  to this this camels  shall one tie Not
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and thatis his hand into ropes he gathers but on Shabbos pulled they are not
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the rope  that there shall be and itisnecessary a handbreadth hishand from arope shallextend provided that not
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more or ahandbreadth the ground from  high  hishand untl the animal  thatis from the mouth
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like one appears  thathe because tothis this  thatare tied the camels  shallhe pull not what and because of

there withthem  that they play or the animals  init thattheysell toa marketplace wholeadsthem

plugged itwas andevenif thatisonitsneck withabell ananimal shallgoout not this and because of
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asound toit so thatthere is not

This balacha discusses the Rabbinic probibitions against leading tied camels or letting an animal wear a bell on Shabbos, due to the appearance of
taking them to a public market.
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Halacha 10 - Probibitions of an Animal Going Out with Burdens and Forbidden Ornaments on Shabbos
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witha seal and not thatisonitsneck withaseal andnot thatisonitscovering witha bell ananimal shall goout Not
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adonkey andnot thatisonitsneck withaladder andnot thatison itsfoot withastrap andnot thatison its covering
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and not Shabbos from the eve of toit tied it was . . unless  witha saddle-cloth goes out
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it was . . unless onitstail or onitshump  fromit thatishanging withthe patch acamel shall goout
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hindleg bound andnot foreleg bound the camel shallgoout and not anditshump  toits tail tied
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the animals all  the rest of and so too

This balacha detailsthe specific items and attachmentsthat an animal is forbidden to wear when going out into the public domain on Shabbos, lest they
constitute a burden or lead to carrying.
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Halacha 11 - Probibition of Animals Going Out with Burdens and Forbidden Ornaments on Shabbos
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and we donot thatare on their feet with straps nor with cords go out let chickens We do not
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go out let ewes and we donot  of theirs  their fat tail thatis under with the wagon go out let rams
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the worms and will fall out that they will sneeze in order in their nostrils for them that they place  with the wood
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inorder itsneck upon forit thatthey place small withayoke goout letacalf and we donot thatare in their brain
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that they place witha muzzle ananimal may goout and not  for plowing easy anditwillbe thatitwill be humbled
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with the skin ~ acow maygoout not itwilleat thatnot or itwillbite thatnot inorder initsmouth forit
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whenit  the creeping animal  fromit  will suck thatnot inorder itsteats upon forit thatthey place ofa hedgehog
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for guarding whether forornament whether itshorns thatisbetween withthe strap may it goout and not issleeping
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and if on Shabbos in the hollow thatistied witha halter may goout initshorns forit thatone hollowed out a goat
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of the public in the domain in his hand and he will bring it it will tearitoff  lest it is forbidden in its beard he inserted it
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This halacha details which items are considered burdensor forbidden ornaments for various animals, which they may not wear when going out into the

public domain on Shabbos.
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they will mount that not in order their genitals over forthem thatistied with the leather may goout  The rams
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they will fall thatnot inorder theirhearts over forthem thatistied and with the leather the females
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may goout  and the ewes them — that beautify the embroidered  and with cloths wolves upon them
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upon them that they will mount in order theirback on upward tied of theirs  with the fat tail
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the rams upon them they will mount thatnot inorder downward tied or the rams

DY R 1TPY MED MY 7D NitIPuna ninpdn  nINgIn
The goats clean  of theirs  the wool that willbe in order in cloths wrapped and they may go out
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he tied them  if but the milk  fromthem that will dry up in order tied with their teats  may go out
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shallgoout not  these behold in the evening it he milks  untl the milk will goout thatnot inorder

This halacha details which protective coverings, therapentic ties, and functional bindings an animal is permitted to wear when going out into the

public domain on Shabbos.
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shall goout and not Shabbos fromthe eve of thatitistied though - even withasaddle goesout adonkey Not
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ananimal shallgoout and not itseyes thatisbetween witha scarletthread and not a fox with a tail of the horse
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proven  thatisnot withanamulet and not thatison itsfoot witha shoe and not thatisin its mouth witha feeding bag
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thatare on  and withsplints  the wound top of thatison witha bandage it goes out but for an animal
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thatis onitsneck abell forit and one may plug fromit thatishanging and witha placenta the fracture top of
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on Shabbos the donkey on asaddlecloth forit and one may place ina courtyard withit and it may stroll
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on Shabbos on its mouth a feeding bag forit dowe hang not but  ina courtyard and it may stroll

This balacha details which items are considered burdens for an animal on Shabbos and which are permitted as protective coverings or ornaments.
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iscommanded  he so on Shabbos hisanimal the resting of concerning iscommanded thata person justas
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intellect possess thatthey though - and even and his maidservant his servant the resting of concerning
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from performing and to prevent them to watch them isupon us a mitzvah act themselves and of their own
accord
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and your donkey  yourox mayrest "sothat 12 23 Shemos  asitissaid on Shabbos  melacha
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are commanded whomwe anda maidservant a servant and the stranger” your maidservant the son of and may find repose
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and accepted  servitude  for the sake of and immersed who circumcised are servants they  theirresting  concerning
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but  immersed and not circumcised whonot servants but  inthem are obligated  thatservants mitzvos
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they behold  alone Noach the children of that were commanded mitzvos  seven upon themselves accepted
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in public for themselves on Shabbos  melacha to perform  and they are permitted alien are like a resident
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that the Jubilee ina time except alien a resident accept and we donot ona weekday  like a Jew
PTX 93 NaWR invyd MONTR ARy awin ) NN Lania
convert and a righteous on Shabbos for himself melacha performs alien and a resident since is practiced
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of  and the hired hand the day-laborer ~ whois alien isa resident this and the stranger your maidservant
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his master  for the Jew melacha perform  that he shall not his maidservant the son of  like ajJew
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thisone behold his servant this the stranger was and even if he may perform for himself but  on Shabbos
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for himself ~ may perform

This balacha defines which servants a Jew must ensure rest on Shabbos, distinguishing between fully converted servants and resident aliens.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by explaining thata Jew is commanded to let his animals rest on Shabbos, a rule applying to all beasts and
fowl. While one who merely directs a laden animal is not liable for lashes because it stems froma positive commandment,
working an animal in a capital-prohibition manner (like plowing together) is a severe Torah prohibition. To prevent violations,
the Sages forbade selling, hiring, or lending large animals to non-Jews, penalizing a transgressor by forcing him to repurchase
the animal even at great cost. However, selling through a broker is permitted, as is selling a horse, which is primarily used for

riding rather than carrying heavy burdens.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah does not only want you to rest on Shabbos; it demands that everything under your influence and ownership
enters a state of holy rest as well. When the Torah commands us to ensure our animals rest, it is teaching us a profound lesson
in responsibility. A Yid cannot say, "I amkeeping Shabbos, so what happens with my property or my business affairs is not my
concern.” True shbisis—the rest of Shabbos—means that we actively step back and release our grip on the material world,

ensuring that even the tools of our livelihood are dedicated to Hashems peace.

Look at how far Chazal went to protect this rest, even forbidding the sale of certain animals to a gentile lest it lead to
working on Shabbos. This is the beauty of making a fence for the Torah. It shows our deep yiras Shamayim and our desire to
protect the sanctity of the day. When we are careful with the details of what we own, what we lend, and how we conduct

our business before Shabbos, we show Hashem that we value His holy day more than any financial gain.

Even in a difficult situation, like someone who is traveling and has to carry his wallet on his animal, the halachah guides him
with extreme sensitivity to avoid the animal making a stop while carrying the load. We see here the delicate balance of
halachah: Hashem cares about your loss, but He also cares about every single movement of Shabbos. When we live with this

awareness, our entire home and everything we own becomes a vessel for the Kedushah of Shabbos.

Today, take a moment before Shabbos to consciously "release” your business, your devices, and your property. Make sure

everything under your domain is set to rest, showing Hashem that you completely surrender your livelihood to His care.
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