ovint 920 - MISHNEH TORAH

7”5 PRB - N3 nio%n

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

Chapter 25 of Hilchos Shabbos introduces the fundamental categories of muktzeh, the Rabbinic prohibition against moving
certain objects on Shabbos. The Rambam begins by distinguishing between utensils whose primary function is permitted on
Shabbos (kli shemelachto I'heter) and those whose primary function is forbidden (kli shemelachto I'issur). This distinction

forms the basis for the varying levels of restriction placed on handling these items.

The chapter also defines items that do not qualify as utensils at all, such as stones, money, raw materials, and corpses. The
Rambam outlines the specific conditions under which different categories of muktzeh may be moved, such as for the use of
the object itself, for the space it occupies, or to protect the item from damage or theft.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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on Shabbos with it todo thatis permitted is the utensil and it for permission ~ whose workis  a utensil There is
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and a knife withit toeat andabowl withit to drink acup suchas onaweekday withit thatisdone a thing
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of them and the like nuts withit tocrack andahatchet and bread meat withit to cut

This halacha defines the category of utensils whose primary function is permitted on Shabbos, such aseating and drinking vessels.

mk| GNL) 1”:81_7 ?NZ? ’1? : T’-f Halacha 2- The Law of a Utensil Whose Work is for Forbidden Use
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with it todo that is forbidden isthe utensil andit for forbidden use = whose workis  a utensil And there is
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for it is forbidden tothem and similar and a mill a mortar forexample withit thatisdone the thing on Shabbos
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on Shabbos and togrind  to crush

This halacha defines the category of muktzeh known as a utensilwhose primary function is for a forbidden activity.

Q19K IRON?RY Y201 0T INONPRY YD PIvDY 91T




Halacha 3 - Laws of Carrying Utensils of Permitted and Forbidden Use on Shabbos
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stone of or earthenware  of or wood of itwas whether forpermission  whose workis  utensil Any
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the utensil ~ of itself  for the sake of whether on Shabbos tocarry it it is permitted metal of or
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for prohibition ~ whose workis  utensil and any itsbody for the need of whether itsplace  for the need of whether
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it is permitted metal of or stones of or earthenware  of or wood of itwas whether
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for the sake of  but itsplace  for the need of whether itsbody for the need of whether on Shabbos to carry it
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it is forbidden the utensil  of itself’

This halacha delineates the differences in the permitted reasons for carrying a utensil of permitted use versus a utensil of forbidden use on Shabbos.

le) Ph.‘ 1293 B! 13‘7 an n’? in : N.? 73 W ’.b : 77 1 'DL/' i) Halacha 4 - Moving a Utensil of Permitted Use for Its Own Sake or Its Place
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or in its place to sit or withit toeat wood  of the bowl — he moves How
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from it he moved if andso itself for the sake of  is and this it be stolen thatnot in order
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itswell  thatnot in order the rains from or  and break itdry out  thatnot inorder the sun
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its melacha because and is permitted itself  for the sake of  ismoving  this behold and be ruined
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is for permitted use

This halacha defines the parameters of moving a utensil whose primary function is permitted, whether for its own protection or for the use of its space.

inj 17?3’1 1233 -1 -Igb 919 Nb in : N? 7: W ’.b : b 3 Ub 1'9 Halacha 5 - Moving a Vessel of Forbidden Use for Its Space or Body
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to climb or nuts on it to crack the mortar or the mill he moves And so
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he may not  but in its place to sit or itsbody forthe need of s and this tothe bed  onit
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thatissimilar all andso itwill be stolen thatnot inorder and not itwill break thatnot in order move it
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to this

This halacha explains the permissible and forbidden reasons for moving a vessel whose primary function is forbidden on Shabbos.

n°ann ) .nL(' T 1 ’.b : 1:’&&7 H3 P1 n ’7 il UL) ¥ 770N Halacha 6 - The Probibition of Carrying Non-Utensil Muktzeh and House Doors
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is forbidden of them and the like and beams andreeds and money stones suchas autensil thatisnot Andany
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by ten iscarried  thatit  though -  even large abeam  or large Astone  to carry them
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even the house The doors of it we may carry upon it a utensil the statusof thereis  if . men
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they became detached  if therefore to carry were they prepared not are utensils that they though
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we donot and the corpse and the sand  the earth And likewise them carry we donot on Shabbos  even
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is like a stone  he  behold months who is alive eight And a child of from their place  them move
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to carry him  and it is forbidden

This halacha defines the category of muktzeb for itemsthat are not utensils, such as stones, sand, and detached house doors.

1298 1 -135 919 Nb in : N? ?3 W ’I? : b “Db U Halacha 7 - Carrying a Utensil of Forbidden Use for the Sake of its Space or Body
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withit  to perform but its usage for the need of  not even  the utensil to carry It is permitted
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withit tocrack ahammer aperson  takes How so for its usage it was made that not a task
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a shovel the cheese — withit toscrape asaw  adriedfig withit tocut an axe nuts
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food  uponit toplace the fork and — the winnowing shovel —— the dried figs — withit toscoop
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— withit toopen sack-makers of aneedle withit topierce the shuttle and — the spindle —  fora child
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to this similar all andso uponit to sit the mortar — the door

This balacha teaches that one may carry a utensil whose primary function is forbidden on Shabbos if it is needed to perform a permitted task.




? 1 I7 n; b 1 Ub n;w: ] U 7_: b g mb w Halacha 8 - Carrying a Needle on Shabbos to Remove a Splinter
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if but  the splinter —  withit toremove thatiswhole hand of aneedle aperson And may carry
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carry we donot  ofit  thatissharp theend  or ofit  thatis pierced the end wasremoved
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to carry it itis permitted it was pierced not andstill an unfinished vessel itwas  andif it

The Rambam rulesthat a whole hand-needle may be carried to remove a splinter, but if its eye or point is broken, it becomes muktza.

n ; WJ O’: 1 19 D ﬂ n ?_: T_.l ?3 l-lg P?: 919 N Halacha 9 - The Probibition of Muktzeh Due to Financial Loss on Shabbos
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for merchandise thatare setaside utensils suchas itsvalue depreciate lest aboutit thatone is careful utensil Any
TouPLR?  MON  1TORY NBY 1Ry TERRY ani2 DMt oo
to move them it is forbidden they spoil lest about them that one is careful exceedingly thatare expensive and utensils
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large the saw  suchas pocket loss of due to muktzeh that whichis called is and this on Shabbos
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and the adze of  shoemakers of  and the knife  butchers of  and the knife a plow of  and the coulter
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tothem and similar  perfumers of anda mallet the carpenters

This balacha defines the category of muktzeh machmas chisron kis, which includes expensive or specialized tools that one iscareful to use only for their

designated purposes.

niw 7? W 7 7°2% 99N "R U A l-lg P?ﬁ 197 Halacha 10 The Law of Muktzeh Due to Probibition and the Rule of Bein Hashmashot
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alamp for example to carry it is forbidden  the prohibition because of that wassetaside utensil Any
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upon it thatwas andatable uponit thelamp thatwas and the candelabra on Shabbos withit that they kindled
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tocarry them  itis forbidden the money that fell or thelamp that was extinguished though - even  money
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allof  tocamy it is forbidden the suns between to carry it forbidden thatwas utensil forany
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the prohibition toit thatcaused the thing thatdeparted though - even entirely the Shabbos




This halacha establishes the principle of 'migo d'itkatzai l'bein hashmashot itkatzai lchulo yoma'—that an object muktzeb at twilight remains
muktzeh for the entire Shabbos.
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Halacha 11 - Moving a Utensil Set Aside Due to Repulsiveness on Shabbos
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and a utensil kerosene  of old alamp suchas itsrepulsiveness because of thatissetaside autensil  But
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them heneeds if  on Shabbos tomove them ispermitted tothem and similar of excrement

This halacha discusses the permissibility of moving repulsive utensils, such as kerosene lamps or chamber pots, on Shabbos when they are needed.
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Halacha 12 - Carrying Detached Doors and Broken Pieces of Utensils on Shabbos
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a carriage the doors of  for example doors whose on Shabbos thatare carried the utensils ~ All
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the Shabbos before they were detached or whether on Shabbos they were detached whether ora cabinet a chest
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on Shabbos thatare carried the utensils  all  And similarly the doors them to carry it is permitted
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and thisis may be carried their broken pieces on Shabbos or whether the Shabbos before whether  that broke
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the broken pieces of Howso  their original function similarto  perform  their broken pieces provided that
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to cover glass the broken pieces of  the barrel  the mouthof —  withthem tocover akneading trough
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the broken pieces are not  if But tothis thatissimilar all and similarly the flask the mouthof —  with them
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tocarry them  itis forbidden atall  fora function fit

This halacha discusses the permissibility of carrying detached doorsof utensils and the broken shards of vessels on Shabbos, provided they remain fit for

some useful function.
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Halacha 13 - The Laws of Carrying Covers of Utensils and Ground Openings on Shabbos
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upon them a utensil the status of provided that there is and thatis on Shabbos may be carried the utensils coversof — All
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in the cover thereis if  inthe earth thatisburied abarrel suchas tothe ground attached a utensil Ifitwas
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it carry we may not not  and if it we may carry holding  a place of  of'it
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of them  the cover carry we may not and ditches pits suchas  the grounds covers of And likewise
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that there isnot though - even the oven The coverof  holding  aplace of toit thereis - . unless
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to carry it itis permitted  holding  a place of toit

This halacha details when covers of utensils, ground-attached vessels, pits, and ovens may be carried on Shabbos based on whether they have handles.

n ; W : T 3 U T 73 ]? 9 U’? w ’g”_f Halacha 14 - The Laws of Indirect Carrying of Muktzah on Shabbos
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this are adjacent and they to carry it permitted and one to carry it forbidden  one things Two
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will be carried of them  one thatone carries  and ata time inside this this or this upon this or to this
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though - and even he may carry it to carry it thatis permitted of the thing inneed he was if  the second
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he may not thatis forbidden the thing to carry he needs andif withit iscarried  thatis forbidden the thing
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that is permitted  thing by that carry it

This balacha defines the parametersof tiltul min hatzad, permitting indirect movement of muktzah when the primary intent isto move a permitted

item.

9 .D ?3 U n N b Ub ’-.f_ : }'IS i7?3 ‘? 3 D’? U Halacha 15 - Moving Muktzeh Indirectly to Retrieve Permitted Items on Shabbos
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coals . upon  thatwas andacake instraw buried that was  an unripe fig How
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the straw  though - andeven and take them witha weaver'sshuttle or witha spindle one may pierce them
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that were  radishes or aturnip And so taking at the time of on Shabbos are moved  and the coals
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of theirs by the leaf on Shabbos one may pull themout are revealed the leaves and some of in earth buried
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upon  a child or aloafofbread there was if But is moved the earth  though - and even
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or because of the loaf the beam  or the stone carry one may not the beam . upon or the stone
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to this similar all andso upon it thatis because of the child

This balacha discusses the permissibility of indirectly moving muktzeb items, such asstraw, coals, or earth, in order to retrieve permitted food itemson
Shabbos.

n ; W : 1 :N nn; 1% "w n’? ;b ;1 |71 R b 3 ?35 v Halacha 16 - Carrying a Child or a Basket Containing a Stone on Shabbos

PIX T2 1aRm YRy PyaRy 99 W a3 ny oy Sun

but  isin hishand even though the stone upon him a yearning forhim whohas hisson — aperson May take
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punctured  that was Abasket  in hishand the father will take it the dinar  falls forif  adinar not
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like a wall has become the stone since to move it itis permitted witha stone  ofit  the hole and he plugged
moist the fruits  were  if the fruits  isinside and the stone  fruits  filled with  the basket If was
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the fruits  he shakes out  forif asitis just it he may take and berries grapes  suchas
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did they decree  not loss and in a place of in the dust they will be soiled

This halacha discusses the Rabbinic guidelines for carrying a child who is holding a stone or coin, and moving a basket containing a stone.

n ; W : mkle) Sa 9 ;1‘7 D’D ; T ”l_‘ Halacha 17 - The Laws of a Base for a Forbidden Object on Shabbos
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between Ifit was falls and it itsside on he maydltit itsopening on astone thatone forgot A jug
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and the stone there itsside on  andtilt another toaplace he may liftit isuponit and the stone the jugs
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the pillow —  he may shake the pillow and he needs the pillow on money  one who forgets And so too falls
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isupon it and the money the pillow —  he may take the pillow the place of he needs And if fall and they
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on thestone he placed or the pillow on Shabbos fromthe eve of the money he placed if But
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the money were removed and evenif tocarry them are forbidden these  behold the jug the opening of
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thatis forbidden foran object abase they became forbehold and the stone

This halacha explains the difference between forgetting a muktzeh item on a vessel versus intentionally placing it there before Shabbos.

HJI? i b S_’W T 331 |-|21 9 P: 1 : N 77 1 wb i) Halacha 18 - Moving a Stone in a Gourd-Bucket and a Garment on a Reed
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is like part of it behold  fallout anditdoesnot withit one drawswater  if thatis in the gourd-  The stone

bucket
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A garment withit draw water one maynot not andif withit todraw water and itis permitted the gourd-bucket
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the reed fromon one may slipit off the reed thatison

This balacha discusses the laws of muktzah regarding a stone used as a weight in a bucket and removing a garment from a reed on Shabbos.

’JW 9 W s_’ 7_: 1 1’1 91 I-l? ,': 8; D’-1 10 Bi:l nin D '? 3 Ub U Halacha 19 - Moving Produce Forbidden to Eat and Redeemed Second Tithe
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are obligated they evenif tithed thatisnot produce suchas toeat  thatisforbidden Produce
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impure terumah or its terumah  was taken that not first tithe or fromtheir words  in tithing
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itis forbidden according to theirlaw were redeemed  that not and consecrated second tithe or
property
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second tithe and likewise  for the poor and itis fit since demai but to move them
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itis permitted  the fifth  he gave thatnot though - even thathe redeemed them and consecrated
property
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to move them

This halacha details which types of untithed or consecrated produce are muktzah and forbidden to move on Shabbos, and which are permitted.

7 UN ’.b : : l-ljj nw’ legmﬂ %'I?Qﬁ n b 3 Ub \‘.’7 Halacha 20 - Carrying Pure and Impure Terumab Together in One Vessel on Shabbos

and we may carry for him fit thatitisnot though - even the terumah  an Israelite carries
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one in a vessel both of them were if  the non-sacred with or the pure with  impure terumah
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thatgetsoiled  produce and they were  below the pure in that was are said words in what
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and almonds  walnuts  they were  if but  they will be spoiled ~ them  he shakesout thatif on the ground
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the impure  and leaves the non-sacred  or the pure and takes the vessel he shakesout tothem and similar
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below thatit was whether  isabove that the pure ~ whether the vessel the place of needing he was and if
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asone everything  he carries

This halacha discusses the guidelines for carrying impure terumabh, which is muktzeh, when it is mixed in a vessel with pure terumah or non-sacred

produce.

n;w :'1&7?3 HQ’W”? ﬂﬁ’j?_‘ll ﬂ’J;B ﬂ;; il Halacha 21 - Preparing Stones and Palm Branches for Sitting Before Shabbos
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tosit  itis permitted he prepared them  if day fromwhile uponit thathe thought  stones of A row
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forwood  thathe cutthem a date palm  of Branches itisforbidden not  andif on the morrow upon them
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if andso tomovethem itispermitted  forsitting ~ Shabbos fromthe eve of upon them  and he changed his
mind
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to move them itis permitted day fromwhile uponthem he sat

This balacha discusses the requirement of designation or preparation before Shabbosto permit the handling and use of muktzeh items like stones and

branches.

Halacha 22 - Moving Straw and Earth on Shabbos
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it and if withhisbody he may moveit but  withhishand mayhe moveit not  thebed thatison The straw
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and the like asheet or apillow wuponit there was if andso to carry it itis permitted an animal is food of
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day  while itwasyet uponit whosat like one itbecomes forbehold withhishand he may move it of them
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fromthe eve of of anangle acomner forit he designated if  intohishouse earth of  abasket One who brings in




2973 92 93 npiy) naws ioubun nov

his needs all  withit anddo  on Shabbos he may carry it Shabbos

This halacha discusses the muktzeh statusof strawon a bed and earth brought into the home, detailing when they may be moved by hand or body.

n ; W : 1:; Ehie) ’b : b wa " 19 N Halacha 23 - The Probibition of Negating the Readiness of a Utensil on Shabbos
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shall one place  Not  Howso islike destroying  thatit  because fromits readiness a utensil tonegate Itisforbidden
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thatis in the lamp  for the oil that drips the oil — toreceive on Shabbos the lamp under a utensil
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which was the utensil the moving of it will become into the utensil and when it falls to move it is forbidden
forbidden
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the chicken under a utensil place we donot Therefore  to this similar all  andso permitted
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the utensil one may overturn andso  overit  the utensil  he one may overturn  but itsegg to receive
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he can take it he desires  forif  hashe negated it not since tomove it thatis forbidden item  any over

This halacha explains the Rabbinic probibition of rendering a permitted utensil unusable on Shabbos by causing a muktzah item to fall into it.

Halacha 24 - Placing a Vessel Under Dripping Water on Shabbos
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and he isnot and repeat one may pour the vessel became filled andif the dripping under avessel One may place
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one may not fit itisnot if but for washing fit the dripping is and this prevented
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for we donot thatisinit the repulsive with the water to carry it itis permitted one placed and if place
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at the outset filth of  avessel make

This halacha discusses the permissibility of catching dripping water in a vessel on Shabbos and the restrictions based on whetber the water is fit for use.
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Halacha 25 - Saving Liquids, Supporting a Broken Beam, and Spreading Mats on Shabbos
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and if since underneathit and place a utensil one may bring that broke tevel of A barrel
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toreceive the lamp under  autensii  And we may place is like fixed it behold  and fixed it he transgressed
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A beam the utensil  tomove and itis permitted substance inthem that there is not because sparks
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unless the bed with the sideposts of or with a bench it support we do not that broke
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nullify thathe not inorder he may take them thathe desires time and any  spaces there were
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topof on or on Shabbos stones top of on a mat We may spread fromits readiness a utensil
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and only the rains because of  and in the rains the sun because of in the sun bees a beehive of
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And we may overturn that he wants  time atany he may take it forbehold totrap  intend thathe doesnot
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and godown  uponit  that they may goup for the sake the chicks  before on Shabbos the basket —
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— tothis  thatissimilar all and so fromupon it when they go down to move it itis permitted for behold

This halacha discusses the permissibility of placing utensils to catch dripping tevel or sparks, supporting broken beams, and using matsor baskets without

nullifying the utensils' readiness for use on Shabbos.

n ; W : D”U ’? 5_7; 9 3_7 3 ?J I-”g l-l: .ﬂ? p j Halacha 26 - Saving an Animal from Suffering on Shabbos and Handling Animals
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sustenance toit togive oneisable if  the water intoa channelof or intoa cistern thatfell ~ An animal
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and blankets  pillows one brings not  andif Shabbos the departure of until it one sustains in its place
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fromits readiness a vessel that he nullifies though - and even itascends itascends andif beneathit and places
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not creatures living  the suffering of because of the water into into the cistern  he throwsit  for behold
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an animal lift up one may not and likewise with his hand to lift it up and it is forbidden did they decree
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calves and one may support  they enter until them one may push  but ina courtyard orabird ora beast
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from slips away thatit  because it support  one may not  thatfled a chicken and foals
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it enters until it one may push  but are torn off  itswings  and it turns out  the hand

This halacha discusses the permissibility of placing utensils under a trapped animalto prevent suffering on Shabbos, and the rulesof handling and

guiding animals.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambam details the halachos of muktzeh by categorizing utensils and objects based on their utility. Utensils of permitted
use may be moved for their own protection, for their space, or fora permitted task. In contrast, utensils of forbidden use may
only be moved to utilize their space or to performa permitted task (such as using a hammer to crack nuts), but never solely to
protect the utensil itself. Finally, items that are not utensils, such as stones, sand, money, and detached house doors, are

completely muktzeh and may not be moved under any of these circumstances.

NWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The laws of muktzeh teach us a profound lesson about the power of boundaries and the sanctity of our focus. On Shabbos,
Hashemasks us to categorize the world around us: some vessels are ready for holy, permitted use, some are restricted because
their primary function is forbidden, and some are completely set aside because they are too precious or have no vessel-status at
all. By mindfully pausing before we touch or move an object, we train ourselves to respect the spiritual boundaries that

Hashem has set in His world.

This is not just about physical objects; it is a blueprint for our entire inner life. Just as we do not move a tool of forbidden labor
for its own protection on Shabbos, we must learn to set boundaries for our minds and hearts. There are thoughts, worries, and
business matters that are 'muktzeh' for Shabbos. When we actively choose what to engage with and what to leave

untouched, we elevate our day froma physical rest to a deep, spiritual sanctuary.

Today, practice this mindfulness by pausing for just one moment before you pick up or move an object on Shabbos,

consciously identifying its status and remembering that this simple physical actis a direct service of Hashem.
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