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LJ THE SUGYA
In this daf, we are zocheh to learn about the deep, heartfelt ways our Chachamim established for us to awaken our hearts in
teshuvah during public fast days. When the community is in tzarah, we do not just fas; we take the holy Aron Kodesh out

into the street, place ashes upon it and upon our own heads, and cry out to Hashem from the depths of our neshamos.

The Gemara guides us through the inner meaning of these holy minhagim, showing us how every single action—fromgoing
out to the city square to visiting the cemetery—is designed to break our hearts and remind us of our dependence on
Hashem's rachamim. We learn how these physical actions reflect our inner state of shiflus and how they arouse the zechus of
our holy Avos, especially the Akedas Yitzchak.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Gemara explains: It is more painful to be humiliated by others than to humiliate oneself.
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The Gemara asks: And where exactly do they place the ashes upon their heads?
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: On the place of the tefillin of the head,
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as it is stated: "To appoint to those who mourn in Zion, to give to theman ornament [pe'er] instead of ashes” (Isaiah

61:3), which equates the place of ashes with the place of the tefillin, which are called pe'er.
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The Gemara provides a mnemonic device for the upcoming discussions: Street, Ark, and Sackcloth, Ashes, Ashes, Cemetery,

and Moriah is the mne monic.
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The Gemara asks: Why do they go out to the street of the city on a fast day?
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Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba said: Itis to say before Hashem: We cried out in private inside the synagogue and we were not

answered; therefore, we will disgrace ourselves in public by praying in the street, so that our prayers will be heard.
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Reish Lakish said: Itis as if we say: We have exiled ourselves fromour place of prayer; may our exile atone for us.
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The Gemara asks: What is the practical difference between them?

ROWID 37 ROY°I 750 23T AT RN

The Gemara answers: There is a practical difference between themin a case where they exiled themselves from one
synagogue to another synagogue. According to Reish Lakish, they have achieved exile, whereas according to Rabbi Chiyya
bar Abba, they have not disgraced themselves in public.
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The Gemara asks: And why do they remove the Ark to the street of the city?
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Itis to say: We had a modest vessel, the Ark, which was kept hidden in the sanctuary, and it

has been disgraced by being brought out to the street due to our transgressions.
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The Gemara asks: And why do they cover themselves in sackcloth?
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Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba said: Itis to say: Behold, we are considered like animals before You, covered in rough hide.
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The Gemara asks: And why do they place burnt ashes on top of the Ark?
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Rabbi Yehuda ben Pazi said: Itis as if to say in the name of Hashem: "I am with him in distress" (Psalms 91:15), showing

that the Shechinah shares in Israel's suffering.
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Reish Lakish said it is derived from here: "In all their affliction, He was afflicted” (Isaiah 63:9).

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Zeira said: At first, when I would see the Rabbis placing burnt ashes on top of the Ark, my entire body would

tremble from the awe of seeing the symbol of the Shechinah in distress.
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The Gemara asks: And why do they place ashes upon the head of each and every individual?

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Levi bar Chama and Rabbi Chanina disagree regarding this matter.
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One said: Itis to say, "Behold, we are considered before Youlike ashes.” And one said: Itisin order that He should

remember for us the ashes of Yitzchak, asif he had been sacrificed on the Altar.
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The Gemara asks: What is the practical difference between them?
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The Gemara answers: There is a practical difference between themin a case where they used plain earth instead of ashes. Plain

earth represents self-nullification, but does not recall the ashes of Yitzchak.
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The Gemara asks: Why do they go out to the cemetery on a fast day?
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Rabbi Levi bar Chama and Rabbi Chanina disagree regarding this matter.
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One said: Itis to say, "Behold, we are considered before Youlike the dead.” And one said: Itisin order that the

deceased should pray for mercy on our behalf.

79372 °NN

The Gemara asks: What is the practical difference between them?
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The Gemara answers: There is a practical difference between them regarding visiting the graves of non-Jews. If the purpose is

to feel like the dead, non-Jewish graves suffice; if it is for them to pray for us, we must visit Jewish graves.

2mvmin A7 08D

The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of the name Mount Moriah?

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Levi bar Chama and Rabbi Chanina disagree regarding this matter.
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One said: Itis the mountain from which instruction [hora'ah] went out to Israel fromthe Sanhedrin. And one said: It is the

mountain from which fear [mora] went out to the nations of the world.

n;wn MISHNAH
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We learned in the Mishnah: The eldest among them says before them words of admonition to move themto repentance.




GEMARA
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: If there is an elder, the elder says the admonition. And if not, a Sage says it. And if not, a

person of imposing appearance says it.
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The Gemara asks: Is that to say that the elder of whom they spoke is preferred even though he is not a Sage?
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Abaye said: This is what they are saying: If there is an elder and he is also a Sage, the elder who is a Sage says the

admonition. And if not, a Sage who is young says it. And if not,a person of imposing appearance says it.
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The elder says: "Our brothers, it is not sackcloth and fasting that cause atonement, but rather re pentance and good

deeds that cause atonement.
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Forso we find with the people of Nineveh, that it is not stated concerning them: 'And Elokim saw their sackcloth and

their fasting,' but rather: 'And Elokim saw their deeds, that they turned from their evil way" (Jonah 3:10).
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The verse states regarding Nineveh: "And let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and beast” (Jonah 3:8). The
Gemara asks: What did they do with the animals?
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They separated the mother animals alone, and the offspring alone. They said before Him: Master of the Universe! If

Youdo not have mercy on us, we will not have mercy on these animals by letting them nurse.
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The verse states: "And let them cry mightily to Elokim” (Jonah 3:8). The Gemara asks: What did they say that was considered

calling out "mightily"?
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They said before Him: Master of the Universe! If there is a dispute between a submissive one and one who is not
submissive, or between a righteous one and a wicked one, who must yield before whom? Surely the righteous and

powerful yields to the weak; so too, You must yield and forgive us.
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The verse states: "And let them turn, every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands” (Jonah 3:8).

The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of "and from the violence that is in their hands"?

ANSWER

Shmuel said: Even if one had stolena beam and built it into a palace, he would tear down the entire palace completely

and return the beam to its owner, showing the extreme measure of their repentance.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Adda bar Ahavah said: A person who has a transgression in his hand, and confesses but does not turn back
from it, to what is he compared? To a person who holds a sheretz in his hand, for even if he immerses in all the waters

of the world, his immersion is not effective for him to become pure.
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But if he throws it from his hand, once he immerses in forty se'ah of water, immediately his immersion is effective for
him, as it is stated: "He who confesses and abandons them shall obtain mercy” (Proverbs 28:13), and it says: "Let us lift

up our heart with our hands to El in heaven" (Lamentations 3:41).
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We learned in the Mishnah: When they stood in prayer, they send down before the Ark an elder who is experienced, etc.

GEMARA
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: When they stood in prayer, even though there is an elder and a Sage present, they only

send down before the Ark a person who is accustomed to lead the prayers.
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Rabbi Yehuda says: He must be burdened with a family and have no livelihood, and he has labor in the field, and his
house is empty, and his youth is pleasant, and he is humble, and acceptable to the people, and he has a sweet melody,
and his voice is pleasant, and he is expert in reading the Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings, and in studying the

Midrash, Halachos, and Aggados, and is expert in all the blessings.
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And the Rabbis cast their eyes upon Rav Yitzchak bar Ammi as possessing all these qualities.

?”EE"‘I. in°2” 2573 ) PRNY 77@’!?2?;” %73

The Gemara asks: Is not "burdened with a family and has nothing” the same as "his house is empty"?
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Rav Chisda said: This means that his house is empty of transgression.
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Regarding the phrase "and his youth is pleasant,” Abaye said: This is one about whom no bad reputation went out in his

youth.
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The verse states: "My heritage has become to Me like a lion in the forest; she has raised her voice against Me, therefore

I hate her” (Jeremiah 12:8). The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of "she has raised her voice against Me"?
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Mar Zutra bar Tuvia said in the name of Rav, and some say Rabbi Chama said in the name of Rabbi Eleazar: This refers

to an improper prayer leader who goes down before the Ark to lead the congregation in an arrogant manner.
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We learned in the Mishnah: And he says before them twenty-four blessings: the eighteen of every day, and he adds to

them another six.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: These six are actually seven! As we learned in the Mishnah: On the seventh he says, "Blessed is He

Who has mercy on the earth”!
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Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: What is the meaning of "seventh"? It is the seventh of the long blessings, meaning the

seventh blessing of the entire service, which is the extended blessing of Go'el Yisrael.
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As it is taught in a Braisa: In the blessing of "Redeemer of Israel” he lengthens the prayer, and inits conclusion he says:
"He Who answered Avraham on Mount Moriah, He shall answer you and hear the voice of your cry on this day. Blessed

is the Redeemer of Israel,”
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and they answer after him "Amen,"” and the synagogue sextonsays to them: "Blow, sons of Aaron, blow!"
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And he goes back and says: "He Who answered our forefathers at the Red Sea, He shall answer you and hear the voice
of your cry on this day, Blessed is He Who remembers the forgotten,” and they answer after him "Amen,"” and the

synagogue sexton says to them: "Sound a teruah, sons of Aaron, sound a teruah!”
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And so ineach and every blessing, in one he says "Blow" and in one he says "Sound a teruah.”

LTRRITIARY 19139 1KY 0DD 10 920K WTpna DA 1071232 — 0oInK 0927 Mnl

In what case are these words said? In the provinces. But in the Beis HaMikdash it is not so, because they do not
answer "Amen" in the Beis HaMikdash.
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And from where do we know that they do not answer "Amen" in the Beis HaMikdash? As it is stated: "Rise up and
bless Hashem your Elokim from everlasting to everlasting, and let them bless Your glorious Name, which is exalted

above all blessing and praise” (Nehemiah 9:5).

1272 2 By onpitme” Ani? Tnha — noR 7PN KPR RID XD 1919 niona b by D
SpandP n o2 Py by —ravim

One might think that for all the blessings together there should only be one praise; therefore the verse states:

"exalted above all blessing and praise” — for each and every blessing, give Him praise with a full response.
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But rather, in the Beis HaMikdash, what does he say at the end of the blessing? "Blessed is Hashem, the Elokim of Israel,

fromeverlasting to everlasting. Blessed is the Redeemer of Israel.”
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And they answer after him: "Blessed be the Name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever."
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And the synagogue sextonsays to them: "Blow, Kohanim, sons of Aaron, blow!"
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And he goes back and says: "He Who answered Avraham on Mount Moriah, He shall answer you and hear the voice of

your cry on this day. Blessed is Hashem, the Elokim of Israel, Who remembers the forgotten,”
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and they answer after him: "Blessed be the Name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever,” and the synagogue

sexton says to them: "Sound a teruah, Kohanim, sons of Aaron, sound a teruah, etc.”
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And so ineach and every blessing, in one he says "Blow" and in one he says "Sound a teruah,” until he finishes all of

them.
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And this was the practice led by Rabbi Chalafta in Tzippori, and Rabbi Chananya ben Teradyon in Sichni.

P2 TII AR PIPWR RPN 1D 173471 0 N AR 3031 238 13T KW

And when the matter came before the Sages, theysaid: They only practiced this manner of blowing at the Eastern Gates

and on the Temple Mount, but not in the provinces.
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And some say a different version, as it is taught in a Braisa: He says before them twenty-four blessings: the eighteen of

every day, and he adds to themanother six.
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And those six, where does he say them? Between "Redeemer” and "Healer of the sick,” and he lengthens the blessing

of redemption, and they answer after him "Amen" for each and every blessing.
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And this was the practice in the provinces.
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But in the Beis HaMikdash, they would say: "Blessed is Hashem, the Elokim of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.

Blessed is the Redeemer of Israel.” And they would not answer after him "Amen."
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And why all this? Because they do not answer "Amen" in the Beis HaMikdash.
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And from where do we know that they do not answer "Amen" in the Beis HaMikdash? As it is stated: "Rise up and
bless Hashem your Elokim from everlasting to everlasting, and let them bless Your glorious Name, which is exalted

above all blessing and praise” — for each and every blessing, give Him praise with a unique response.

SUMMARY

The sugya begins by explaining the specific placement of ashes on the head, locating it where the tefillin—our holy ornament
—are worn, based on the pasuk in Yeshayahu. The Gemara then brings a series of explanations for the fast-day rituals: moving
to the city square represents either public humiliation or exile; exposing the Aron Kodesh symbolizes the shame of our hidden
sins being revealed; and wearing sackcloth likens us to animals before Hashem. Placing ashes on the Aron reminds us that
Hashemis with us in our tzarah, while placing ashes on our heads either represents our own nothingness or invokes the zechus
of Akedas Yitzchak. Similarly, visiting the cemetery either symbolizes our own mortality or serves to have the neshamos of the
departed plead for mercy on our behalf. Finally, the Gemara discusses the greatness of Har Moriah as the source of Torah
instruction and yiras Shamayim, and outlines the order of who delivers the words of reproof, emphasizing that true atonement

comes not from the external sackcloth and fasting, but from genuine teshuvah and good deeds, just as we find by the people

of Nineveh.
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When we find ourselves in a time of tzarah, whether as a community or in our own personal lives, the Gemara in Taanis
teaches us a profound secret about Hashem's relationship with us. When the community placed ashes on the Aron Kodesh, it
was to declare: 'T am with himin trouble." Rabbi Zeira would tremble when he saw this, because it reveals that Hashemdoes

not stand distant from our pain; He feels it with us, as if He is right there in the ashes.

But the Gemara also warns us not to get caught up in the external show of pain. The elder would stand before the tzibbur and
cry out: 'Our brothers! It is not the sackcloth and fasting that brings salvation, but teshuvah and good deeds.’ He pointed to
the people of Nineveh, noting that Hashemdid not look at their sackcloth, but at their actions—that they actually returned

what they had stolen, even tearing down entire buildings to return a single stolen beam.

This is our avodah. We cannot be like someone who immerses in a mikvah while still holding a sheretz (an impure creature) in
his hand. If we want our tefillos to pierce the heavens, we must look honestly at what we are holding onto. We must drop the
bad habit, the lashon hara, or the dishonesty, and only then turn to Hashem with a broken heart, knowing He is right there

weeping with us.

Today, identify one small, improper habit or dishonest practice that you have been holding onto, and make a concrete

decision to 'drop the sheretz' by letting it go before you stand to pray Mincha.
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