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L THE SUGYA

We begin this portion of the shiur by clarifying the halachos of mentioning rain in our tefillos, establishing that once a person
starts to say "mashiv haruach u'morid hagashem,” he does not stop. The Gemara then brings us to a new Mishnah that
discusses the timeframe for requesting rain, presenting a machlokes between Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Meir regarding
whether we ask for rain until Pesach has passed or until the end of Nisan.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Rava said an alternative suggestion: Once he has started to mention rain, he no longer stops, but continues to mention it

consistently until the summer.

STATEMENT
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And so too said RavSheshet: Once he has started, he no longer stops.
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And even Rav retracted his previously stated opinion, and agreed with this rule.
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As Rav Chananel said that Ravsaid: One counts twenty-one days fromRosh Hashanah, just as one counts ten days from

Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur, and then starts to mention rain, and once he has started, he no longerstops.
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And the halacha is: Once he has started, he no longer stops.

n;wn MISHNAH

MISHNAH




7RORWAT NN 1PN 2R TY N

MISHNAH: Until when do we request rain in the Shemoneh Esrei?
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Rabbi Yehuda says: Until Pesach has passed.
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Rabbi Meir says: Until Nisan has ended, as it is stated: "And He causes to come down for you the rain, the first rain

and the last rain, in the first month” which is Nisan.

GEMARA
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GEMAR A: Rav Nachman said to Rabbi Yitzchak: Is the first rain indeed in Nisan? The first rain is in Marcheshevan!
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As we learned in a baraisa: The first rain is in Marcheshevan and the last rain is in Nisan!
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He said to him, so said Rabbi Yochanan: In the days of Yoel son of Pesuel this verse was fulfilled, concerning which it

is written: "That which the palmer-worm has left, the locust has eaten, etc.”
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In that year, Adar ended and no rain had fallen; the first rain fell for them on the first of Nisan.
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The prophet said to Israel: Go out and sow!
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They said to him: One who has a kav of wheat or two kavs of barley, should he eat it and live for a little while, or should

he sow it and die of starvation if it does not grow?
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He said to them: Evenso, go out and sow.
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A miracle was performed for them, and there was revealed to them what was in the walls and what was in the holes of

ants to use for seed.
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They went out and sowed on the second, third, and fourth of Nisan, and the second rain fell for them on the fifth of

Nisan.
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They offered the Omer on the sixteenth of Nisan; thus grain that normally grows in six months was found to have

grown in eleven days.

EXPLANATION
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Thus the Omer, which is normally offered from grain of six months, was offered from grain of eleven days.
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And concerning that generation the verse says: "They who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy. Though he goes

on his way weeping, who bears the measure of seed, etc.”
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What is the meaning of: "Though he goes on his way weeping, who bears the measure of seed"?
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Rabbi Yehuda said: The ox, when it plowed at that time, went on its way weeping because there was nothing to eat, but

upon its return along the same furrow, it ate the young shoots from the furrow which had already sprouted.

ANSWER
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And this is the meaning of: "He shall come home with songs ofjoy."
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What is the meaning of: "Bearing his sheaves"?
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Rav Chisda said, and some say it was taught in a baraisa: The stalk was one span, and the ear of grain was two spans.
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Rav Nachman said to Rabbi Yitzchak: What is the meaning of that which is written: "For Hashem has called fora

famine, and it shall also come upon the land for seven years"? In those seven years, what did they eat?
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He said to him, so said Rabbi Yochanan: In the first year they ate what was in the houses;
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in the second year they ate what was in the fields;
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in the third year, the meat of kosher animals;
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in the fourth year, the meat of non-kosher animals;
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in the fifth year, the meat of detestable things and creeping things;
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in the sixth year, the flesh of their sons and daughters;
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and in the seventh year, the flesh of their own arms, to fulfill what is stated: "Each man shall eat the flesh of his own

"

arm.
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And Rav Nachman said to Rabbi Yitzchak: What is the meaning of that which is written: "The Holy One is in your

midst, and I will not enter the city"? Because the Holy One is in your midst, He will not enter the city?
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He said to him: So said Rabbi Yochanan, the Holy One, Blessed be He, said: I will not enter Jerusalem of above until I

enter Jerusalem of below at the time of the redemption.
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And is there a Jerusalemabove?
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Yes, as it is written: "Jerusalem built up, like a city that is joined together with it."
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And Rav Nachman said to Rabbi Yitzchak: What is the meaning of that which is written: "But with one they are brutish

and foolish, the teaching of vanities is a stock"?
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He said to him, so said Rabbi Yochanan: There is one sin that burns the wicked in Gehenna. What is it? Idol worship.
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is written here: e teaching of vanities [hevelim] is a stock,” and it is written there regarding idols: "They are vani
It tten here: "The teaching of vanities [hevel tock,” and it tten th garding idols: "They ty

[hevel],a work of delusion.”
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And Rav Nachman said to Rabbi Yitzchak: What is the meaning of that which is written: "For My people have

committed two evils"?
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Were there only two sins that they committed? Did they leave aside the twenty-four sins listed in the book of Yechezkel?
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He said to him, so said Rabbi Yochanan: It refers to one sin which is equal to two. And what is it? Idol worship,
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as it is written: "For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, to

hew out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns.”
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And it is written concerning them: "For pass over to the isles of Kittim and see, and send to Kedar and consider
diligently, e tc. Has a nation changed its gods, which are yet no gods? But My people have changed their glory for that

which does not profit."
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It was taug ht: The Kittites worship fire, and the Kedarenes worship water,
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and even though they know that water extinguishes fire, they did not change their gods; "but My people have
changed their glory for that which does not profit.”
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And Rav Nachman said to Rabbi Yitzchak: What is the meaning of that which is written: "And it came to pass when
Shmuel was old"? Did Shmuel really grow so old?
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But he was only fifty-two years old, as the Master said: He died at fifty-two years of age, this was the death of Shmuel
of Ramah!
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He said to him, so said Rabbi Yochanan: Old age jumped upon him prematurely, as it is written that Hashemsaid: "I

regret that I have made Saul king."

EXPLANATION
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Shmuel said before Him: Master of the Universe! You have equated me to Moshe and Aaron, as it is written: "Moshe

and Aaron among His priests, and Shmuel among those who call upon His name."
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Justas Moshe and Aaron did not see the work of their hands undone in their lifetimes, so too let the work of my

hands not be undone in my life time by sceing Saul's kingdom destroyed.
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The Holy One, Blessed be He, said: What shall I do? If Saul dies, Shmuel will not allow it because of his prayers;
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if Shmuel dies while he is still young, people will complain about him saying he must have sinned.
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If neither Saul dies nor Shmuel dies, the kingdom of David has already arrived, and one kingdom cannot touch

another even by a hair's breadth.
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The Holy One, Blessed be He, said: I will bring old age upon him prematurely so he can die of old age.
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This is what is written: "And Saul was sitting in Givah under the tamarisk tree in Ramah.” But what is the connection

of Givah to Ramah?
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Rather, it is to tell you: Who caused Saul to sit in Givah as king for an extra two and a half years? The prayer of Shmuel
of Ramah.
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And can one man be pushed aside for another?
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Yes, as Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said that Rabbi Yochanan said: What is the meaning of that which is written:
"Therefore I have hewed them by the prophets, I have slain them by the words of My mouth"? "By their deeds” is not

said, but rather "by the words of My mouth.” This proves that one manis pushed aside for another.
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Rav Nachman and Rabbi Yitzchak were sitting at a meal. Rav Nachman said to Rabbi Yitzchak: Let the Master say a
word of Torah.
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He said to him, so said Rabbi Yochanan: One must not speak during a meal, lest the windpipe precede the esophagus

and he come to danger of choking.
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After they dined, he said to him, so said Rabbi Yochanan: Yaakov Avinu did not die.
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He said to him: Was it for nothing that the eulogizers eulogized, the embalmers embalmed, and the buriers buried

him?




2337 °3 PRI NN PXY°TOR3 3pY2 VT3 RPN DK AAKY MR LT 238 KR D N
DI KT AR — OO0 YT M YA KT WO 703 PINR YT AR PN TYwin

He said to him: I expound a verse, as it is stated: "And you, do not fear, My servant Yaakov, says Hashem, and do not
be dismayed, Yisrael, for behold, I will save you from afar, and your seed from the land of their captivity.” The verse

compares him to his seed: Just as his seed is alive, so too he is alive.
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: Anyone who says "Rachav, Rachav" imme diately has a seminal emission because of her extreme

beauty.
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Rav Nachman said to him: I say it and Iam not affected!
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He said to him: When I said this, it was only of one who knows her and is familiar with her beauty.
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When they were parting from each other, Rav Nachman said to him: Let the Master bless me!
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He said to him: I will tell you a parable, to what is this matter comparable? To a man who was traveling in the desert,
and he was hungry, tired, and thirsty, and he found a tree whose fruits were sweet, its shade pleasant, and a stream of

water passed beneath it.
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He ate of its fruits, drank of its waters, and sat in its shade.
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And when he wished to leave, he said: Tree, tree, with what shall I bless you?

EXPLANATION
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If I say to you that your fruits should be sweet, behold, your fruits are sweet;
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that your shade should be pleasant, behold, your shade is pleasant;
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that a stream of water should pass beneath you, behold, a stream of water passes beneath you.
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Rather, may it be His will that all plantings planted from you should be just like you.
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SUMMARY

The Gemara delves into the beautiful and miraculous events of the days of Joel the prophet, where Hashemshowed His great
love for Klal Yisrael by bringing the first and second rains in Nisan, causing crops that normally take six months to grow in a
mere eleven days so they could bring the Omer on time. Following this, Rav Nahman and Rabbi Yitzhak discuss the hardships
of the historical seven-year famine, the deep meaning of the passuk regarding the holiness of Yerushalayim, and the beautiful
assurance from Hashem that He will not enter the Yerushalayim of above until He can enter the earthly Yerushalayim below

at the time of the Geulah.
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My dear friend, look at the incredible miracle of the prophet Joel's generation. The land was completely barren, and the
people had only a tiny, desperate measure of grain left. The natural reaction was to hoard it just to survive another day. Yet,
when the prophet told themto go out and sow, they obeyed. They sowed in tears, weeping over what seemed like a lost
cause, but they did their avodah anyway. And what happened? Hashem turned those eleven days into a lifetime of blessing,

making the crops grow at a supernatural speed.

This is the secret of "sowing in tears." In our own lives, we often face moments of spiritual or material drought where we feel
we have nothing left to give. The yetzer hara whispers, "Why bother praying? Why bother trying to learn or do chesed when
you are so drained? Save your energy.” But the Torah teaches us that when you take that last bit of strength and sow it
anyway—even with tears, even when it feels completely dry—Hashem can make your small effort sprout into something

unimaginably great.

Today, do not wait for the perfect, comfortable conditions to do what is right. Even if you feel tired, distracted, or
overwhelmed, take one small, positive action—a few minutes of learning, a heartfelt tefillah, or a kind word to another Yid—

and sow that seed with emunah, trusting that Hashem will make it grow.
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