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LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf, we are zocheh to delve deeper into the beautiful and vital topic of rain, which is the very lifeblood of Eretz Yisrael
and a direct sign of Hashem's hashgacha over His children. We begin with a warmand moving berachah that one tzaddik
gives to another, wishing that his offspring should be just like him, before returning to the sugya of the rains. The Gemara
explores the deep meanings behind the Torah's terms for the early and late rains, showing how every drop is sent with divine

purpose and love.

We will learn the profound lessons of the yoreh (the first rain) and the malkosh (the last rain), understanding how they are
designed to bring berachah to the world rather than destruction. The Gemara also guides us through the specific times of the
year when these rains must fall to be considered a blessing, showing how the timing of the rain directly affects the growth of
the crops and stirs the hearts of Klal Yisrael to teshuvah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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May they be like you. So too with you, ny friend, with what shall I bless you? If I bless you with Torah, behold, you already
have Torah; if with wealth, behold, you already have wealth; if with children, behold, you already have children. Rather,

may it be Hashem's will that the offspring of your innards shall be like you.
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: Why is the first rain called yoreh? Because it instructs the people to plaster their roofs, and

to bring in their fruits, and to do all their other needs in the field before the heavy rains come.
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Another explanation: Itis called yoreh because it saturates the earth and waters it down to the depths, as it is stated in

the pasuk: "Saturate its furrows, settle its ridges, with showers You melt it, its growth Youbless."
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Another explanation: Yoreh means that it comes down gently and does not come down with fury.
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Or perhaps the word yoreh does not mean this, but rather it is related to shooting, meaning that it knocks off the fruits, and
washes away the seeds, and washes away the trees? Therefore, the verse states: "And the malkosh"; just as malkosh is

forablessing,so too yorehis forablessing.
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Or perhaps the word malkosh does not mean this, but rather it is a harsh rain that knocks down the houses, and breaks the
trees, and brings up the locusts? Therefore, the verse states: "Yoreh"; just as yoreh is for a blessing, so too malkosh is

forablessing.
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And as for yoreh itself, from where do we know that it is for a blessing? As it is written: "And children of Zion, rejoice
and be glad in Hashem your G-d, for He has given you the moreh (first rain) in righteousness, and He has brought down

for you rain, moreh and malkosh, in the first month.”

19°33 Wip92 1N 1 1z

The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: The yoreh falls in Marcheshvan, and the malkosh falls in Nissan.

TR 2°IND WIPTRY MWN2 1710 RPN 0K IN 10032 WP R 1IWnInD 10 iR NN
2inya” miv

Do yousay that the yoreh is in Marcheshvan and malkosh is in Nissan, or is it rather that yoreh is in Tishrei and

malkosh is in Iyar? Therefore, the verse states: "Inits season.”
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Regarding the word malkosh, Rav Nehilai bar Idi said that Shmuel said: It means a thing that circumcises and softens the

stubbornness of Israel, bringing them to teshuvah.
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The school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: It is a thing that fills out the grain inits stalks.
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In a Braisa it was taught: Itis a thing that comes down upon the ears of corn and upon the stalks.
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: The yoreh is in Marcheshvan, and the malkosh is in Nissan. Do you say that the yoreh is in
Marcheshvan, or is it rather in the month of Kislev? Therefore, the verse states: "Inits season, yoreh and malkosh";

just as malkosh is in its proper season, so too yoreh must be in its properseason.

STATEMENT
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And once Nissan has passed and rains fall, it is not a sign of blessing but a curse; so too, if Marcheshvan passes without

rain, it is not the ideal time.
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It was taught in another Braisa: The yoreh is in Marcheshvan and the malkosh is in Nissan; these are the words of

Rabbi Meir. But the Sages say: The yoreh is in Kislev.
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Who are "the Sages” of this Braisa? Rav Chisda said: It is Rabbi Yose, as it was taught in a Braisa:
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When is the first rainfall? The earliest is on the third of Marcheshvan; the intermediate is on the seventh of it; the

latest is on the seventeenth of it; these are the words of Rabbi Meir.
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Rabbi Yehudah says: On the seventh, and on the seventeenth, and on the twenty-third of Marcheshvan.
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Rabbi Yose says: On the seventeenth, and on the twenty-third of Marcheshvan, and on Rosh Chodesh Kislev.
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And so Rabbi Yose would say: The individuals do not begin to fast for rain until Rosh Chodesh Kislev arrives.
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Rav Chisda said: The halachah is like Rabbi Yose.

STATEMENT
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Ameimar would teach this statement of Rav Chisda in this version: On the third of Marcheshvan we begin to ask for

rain; Rabban Gamliel says: On the seventh of it. Rav Chisda said: The halachah is like Rabban Gamliel.
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According to whom goes that which is taught in a Braisa: Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Rains that fell for seven
consecutive days, you count them as the first, second, and third rainfalls? According to whom is this? It is according to

Rabbi Yose, who has a seven-day interval between each period.
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Rav Chisda said: The halachah is like Rabbi Yose.
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Granted, the first rainfall is needed to know when to ask for rain. And the third is needed to know when to fast. But the

second rainfall, for what halachic purpose is it mentioned?
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Rabbi Zeira said: For vows, as we learned in a Mishnah: One who vows not to benefit from his friend "until the rains,” the

vow is in effect from when the rains begin to fall until the second rainfall descends.

DRI 1097 — IRDIN AW URD2 1PN DTN D ONRONRD AT 20N MK 7031 1

STIW PO TINYR — DON12 ARI2 0922 By 107w — nivh iy vpa

Rav Zevid said: For olives, as we learned in a Mishnah: From when is any person permitted to take the ownerless leket,

shichchah, and peah froma field? From when the namoshos have gone through. And for peretand olelos in a vineyard?




From when the poor go through the vineyard and return. And for olives? From when the second rainfall descends.
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What are namoshos? Rabbi Yochanan said: The elderly who walk with a staff and gather slowly. Resh Lakish said: The

gatherers after the gatherers.
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Rav Papa said: The second rainfall is significant to allow walking on private paths through ficlds. As the Master said: Any

person may walk on private paths until the second rainfall descends, because after that it ruins the soil.
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Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: To biur (remove) the fruits of Sheviis, as we learned in a Mishnah: Until when may one

benefit from and burn straw and stubble of Sheviis? Until the second rainfall descends.
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What is the reason? As it is written: "And for your domestic animal and for the wild beast that is in your land"; as long
as the wild beast can eat in the field, you may feed your domestic animal in the house. Once it is gone for the wild

beast from the field, you must remove it for your domestic animal from the house.
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Rabbi Abbahu said: What is the meaning of the termrevi'ah? A thing that mates with the ground. Like that of Rav
Yehudah, for Rav Yehudah said: Rain is the husband of the earth, as it is stated: "For as the rain and snow descend

from heaven and do not return there, unless it has watered the earth and made it bring forth and bud.”
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And Rabbi Abbahu said: The first rainfall must be enough to penetrate into the ground one tefach. The second must be

enough to seal the mouth of a barrel with it.

RULING
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Rav Chisda said: Rains that fell enough to seal the mouth of a barrel with them, they do not have the status of "And He

will withhold" the heavens.
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And Rav Chisda said: Rains that fell before the curse of "And He will withhold" is read in Shema, they do not have the
status of "And He will withhold."
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Abaye said: We only said this regarding rain before the "And He will withhold"” of the evening, but rain before the
"And He will withhold" of the morning has the status of "And He will withhold.” For Rav Yehudah bar Yitzchak said:
These morning clouds have no substance, as it is written: "What shall I do for you, Ephraim? What shall I do for you,

Yehudah? For your goodness is like a morning cloud..."
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Rav Papa said to Abaye: But don't people say: When it rains at the opening of the gates in the morning, donkey driver,

fold your sack and sleep because it will rain all day?
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This is not difficult: This case of substantial rain is when the sky is bound with thick clouds, and that case of unsubstantial

rain is when it is bound with light clouds.

STATEMENT
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Rav Yehudah said: It is good for the year when Teves is a widow (dry). Some say this is because the gardens do not lie

fallow, and some say it is because the blast does not take the crops.
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Is that so? But didn't Rav Chisda say: It is good for the year when Teves is muddy and ugly with rain?
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This is not difficult: This statement of Rav Yehudah is where rain came beforehand in Marcheshvan and Kislev, and that

statement of Rav Chisda is where rain did not come beforehand.
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And Rav Chisda said: Rains that fell on part of a province, and on part of the province did not fall, they do not have
the status of "And He will withhold."
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Is that so? But isn't it written: "And I also withheld the rain from you when there were yet three months to the
harvest, and I caused it to rain upon one city and upon another city I did not cause it to rain; one field was rained

upon..." and Rav Yehudah said that Rav said: Both of themare for a curse!
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This is not difficult: This curse is where it came in excess and ruined the crops, and that blessing is where it came as much

as was needed.
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Rav Ashi said: It is also precise in the pasuk, as it is written: "It shall be rained upon” — meaning it will be a place of

too much rain. Learn from this.
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Rabbi Abbahu said: From when do we bless over the rains? From when the groom goes out to meet the bride,

meaning when the puddles on the ground splash up to meet the falling drops.
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What does he bless? Rav Yehudah said that Ravsaid: "We thank You, Hashem our G-d, for every single drop that You

have brought down for us."
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And Rabbi Yochanan concludes it like this: "Were our mouth full of song like the sea, and our tongue joy like the

abundance of its waves..." until "may Your mercies not forsake us, Hashem our G-d, and not abandon us. Blessed is the




One of abundant thanksgivings."
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The Gemara asks: "Abundant thanksgivings"” and not "all thanksgivings"? Rava said: Say instead: "G-d of thanksgivings."
Rav Papa said: Therefore,

S UMMARY

The Gemara begins by analyzing the terms yoreh and malkosh, explaining that the yoreh instructs people to prepare their
homes and fields, moistens the earth, and falls gently, while the malkosh fills out the grain in its stalks and softens the
stubbornness of Klal Yisrael by inspiring teshuvah. We then learn a tannaitic dispute regarding the exact dates of the first
rainfall, with Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehuda, and Rabbi Yosei offering different ranges of dates spanning from the third of
Marheshvan until the New Moon of Kislev. Finally, the Gemara establishes the halachah in accordance with Rabbi Yosei
regarding the fasting schedule fora drought, and in accordance with Rabban Gamliel that we begin asking for rain on the

seventh of Marheshvan.

AWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Gemara teaches us that the first rain is called "yoreh" because it "instructs” (moreh) people to plaster their roofs, bring in
their produce, and prepare for the coming season. Think about this, my dear friend: rain is a direct, miraculous gift from
Hashem, yet its very name tells us to get up and do our part. Hashemsends the blessing, but He expects us to prepare the
vessel. If we leave our roofs unplastered and our fields untended, the very same rain that should have brought life and

warmth will instead cause damage and loss.

This is a profound rule in all of our avodah. We often pray for parnassah, for shalombayis, or for hatzlahah in our learning,
and we wait for a miracle to fall from Heaven. But the Torah is teaching us that when the blessing is about to come, we must
first "plaster our roofs.” We have to make a vessel. If you want your children to grow up with yiras Shamayim, you cannot just
pray; you must show thema home filled with warmth for mitzvos. If you want success in your learning, you must set a fixed

time and clear away the distractions.

Even the "malkosh,"” the late rain, is described by Shmuel as that which "circumcises the stubbornness (kashyuteihen) of
Israel." When things do not go exactly as we planned, or when the blessings are delayed, it is not to break us, chas v'shalom.
It is Hashem gently softening our hearts, breaking through our stubbornness, and bringing us closer to Him. Every drop of

rain, and every event in our lives, is sent with precise timing and immense love to help us grow.

Today, when you pray for Hashem's blessing in any area of your life, take one practical step to prepare your "vessel” for that

blessing—whether it is setting a distraction-free zone for your learning or making a concrete plan to avoid a conflict at home.
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