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LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf; we find ourselves learing about the deep connection between a Yid's internal state and the physical bracha of
rain that Hashem sends down to the world. The Gemara begins with a beautiful and encouraging discussion on the proper
way to approach our learning, teaching us how a student must prepare his Mishna before entering the shiur, and how a rebbe

must show a warm, welcoming countenance to his talmidimso that the Torah can be absorbed with joy and clarity.

Fromthere, the Gemara transitions back to the sugya of rain, explaining that when the heavens are closed up like copper, it is
a sign that the generation is lacking in those who whisper heartfelt, quiet tefillos. We learn the proper path of teshuvah and
tefillah in times of drought, including the need to seek out the most pious tzaddik of the generation to intercede on our
behalf, and the vital importance of approaching Hashem with complete sincerity and humility.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

STATEMENT
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A student whose studies are as hard for him as iron, this is due to his Mishnah which is not organized for him,
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as it is stated in the pasuk: "And he did not whet the edge,” meaning he did not organize the face of his Mishnah.
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What is his remedy? He must increase his time in sitting and reviewing,
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as it is stated: "Then must he increase strength, but wisdomis profitable to direct.”
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And all the more so will he succeed if his Mishnah is organized for him from the beginning.

STATEMENT
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This is like this practice of Reish Lakish, who would review his Mishnah forty times, corresponding to the forty days in

which the Torah was given at Sinai, and only then would he go before Rabbi Yochanan to study.

STATEMENT
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Similarly, Rav Adda bar Ahava would review his Mishnah twenty-four times, corresponding to the twenty-four books of

Torah, Prophets, and Writings, and only then would he go before Rava.
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Rava said: If yousee a student whose studies are as hard for him as iron, this is due to his teacher who does not show

him a friendly counte nance,
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as it is stated: "And he did not whet the edge,” which can be read as "he did not show a friendly face.”
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What is his remedy? He must increase the number of friends to intercede for him with the teacher,
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as it is stated: "Then must he increase strength [chayalim, which can mean colleagues], but wisdom is profitable to

direct.”
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And all the more so would he be spared this if his deeds were proper before his teacher from the beginning.
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And Rabbi Ami said: What is the meaning of that which is written: "If the serpent bites before it is charmed, then the

charmer has no advantage"?

ANSWER
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If yousee a generation for whom the heavens are closed up like copper from bringing down dew and rain, this is due

to the lack of those who whisper quiet prayers who are not present in the generation.

SINDY Y70 on DEN 107 — 1nIpn ONn

What is their remedy? Theyshould go to one who knows how to whisper prayers,
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as it is written: "Its noise tells concerning it."
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And as for the phrase "then the charmer has no advantage,” this means: And one for whom it is possible to whisper prayers

and yet does not whisper them, what benefit does he have from his ability?

And if he whispered prayers and was not answered, what is his remedy?
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He should go to the most pious individual of the generation, and he will increase prayers on his behalf,
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as it is stated: "And He has commanded it due to imploring,"
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and "imploring” means nothing other than prayer, as it is stated: "Therefore, do not pray you for this nation, neither

lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither implore Me."

STATEMENT
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And if he whispered prayers and it was successful for him, and he becomes prideful as a result, he brings anger upon

the world, as it is stated: "Anger is acquired by one who raises his pride."




STATEMENT
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Rava said: If two Torah scholars live in one city and are not pleasant with one another in halacha, they arouse anger

and cause it to rise up, as it is stated: "Anger is acquired by one who raises his pride."
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Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning of that which is written: "If the snake bites before it is charmed, then the

charmer has no advantage"?
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In the future, all the animals will gather and come to the snake and say to him: "A lion mauls and eats, a wolf tears and

eats, but you, what pleasure do you have when you bite?"
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He will say to them: "And the master of the tongue has no advantage,” referring to the slanderer who speaks lashon hara

and gets no physical pleasure.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Ami said: A person's prayer is heard only if he places his soul in his palm, as it is stated: "Let us lift up our

heart with our hands."
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Is that so?! But Shmuel once established an interpreter for himself and expounded: "But they beguiled Him with their
mouth and lied to Him with their tongue, for their heart was not steadfast with Him, neither were they faithful to His

covenant,”
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and nevertheless the pasuk says: "But He, being full of compassion, forgives iniquity, etc."!

RESOLUTION
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This is not difficult: Here Rabbi Ami is referring to an individual praying alone, whereas there Shmuel is referring to the

community.
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Rabbi Ami said: Rain falls only due to faithful people, as it is stated: "Truth springs out of the earth, and

righteousness has looked down from heaven."
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And Rabbi Ami said: Come and see how great are faithful people. From where is this derived? From the story of the

marten and the pit.
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And if one who trusts in a marten and a pit is rewarded so, one who trusts in the Holy One, Blessed be He, all the more

so!

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Whoever justifies himself below, they justify the judgment upon him fromabove, as it is stated:

"Truth springs out of the earth, and righteousness has looked down from heaven.”

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Chiyya bar Avin said in the name of Rav Huna: Itis derived from here: "And according to Your fear, so is Your

wrath.”
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Reish Lakish said: Itis derived from here: "You meet him who rejoices and works righteousness, those who remember

You in Your ways; behold, You were angry, and we sinned; in themis continuity, and we shall be saved.”

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Whoever rejoices in the sufferings that come upon him brings salvation to the world,

as it is stated: "In them is continuity, and we shall be saved.”
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Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning of that which is written: "And He will shut up the heavens"?
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At the time when the heavens are shut up from bringing down dew and rain, it is comparable to a woman who is in

labor and does not give birth.
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And this is what Reish Lakish said in the name of Bar Kappara: "Shutting up" is stated regarding rain, and "shutting

up” is stated regarding a woman.

N7 DORYID TPIY MNP 22 TYR N I8y WY °D” I MK TP YN
yRYn g 8yY

"Shutting up” is stated regarding a woman, as it is stated: "For Hashem had fast closed up every womb," and "shutting

up" is stated regarding rain, as it is written: "And He will shut up the heavens."
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"Birth" is stated regarding a woman, and "birth" is stated regarding rain.
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"Birth" is stated regarding a woman, as it is written: "And she conceived and bore a son,” and "birth" is stated

regarding rain, as it is written: "And make it bring forth and bud."
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"Remembering” is stated regarding a woman, and "remembering” is stated regarding rain.
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"Remembering” is stated regarding a woman, as it is written: "And Hashem remembered Sarah,” and "remembering" is

stated regarding rain, as it is written: "You have remembered the earth and watered her, greatly enriching her with the




river of G-d full of water."
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What is the meaning of "the river of G-d full of water"?
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A Tanna taught: There is a kind of chamber in the heavens from which the rains emerge.
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said: What is the meaning of that which is written: "Whether for correction, or for His

land, or for mercy, He causes it to come"?
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"Whe ther for correction” means rain falling on mountains and hills where it is not needed; "or for mercy, He causes it to

come for His land" means falling on fields and vineyards.
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Alternatively: "Whe ther for correction” is for trees; "or for His land" is for seeds; "or for mercy, He causes it to come” is

for filling pits, ditches, and caves.

STATEMENT
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In the days of Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani there was famine and pestilence. They said: "What shall we do? To pray for

mercy for bothis not possible because we do not pray for two things at once.”
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"Rather, let us pray for mercy for the pestilence, and we will endure the famine."

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said to them: "Let us pray for mercy for the famine, because when the Merciful One gives

plenty, He gives it for life, and the pestilence will also cease,”
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as it is written: "You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing."
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And from where do we know that we do not pray for two things? As it is written: "So we fasted and besought our G-d

for this,” implying that there was another trouble for which they did not pray.
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In the West (Eretz Yisrael) they said in the name of Rabbi Chaggai thatitis derived from here: "That they would desire

mercies of the G-d of heaven concerning this secret,” implying that there was another matter.
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In the days of Rabbi Zeira, the government decreed a persecution, and they decreed that they should not sit in fast.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Zeira said to them: "Let us accept it upon ourselves now to fast, and when the persecution is annulled, we will

observe it."
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They said to him: "From where do you derive this?"
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He said to them: As it is written: "Then he said to me: Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you did set your

heart to understand and to chasten yourself before your G-d, your words were heard.”

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: Even if there are years of drought like the years of Eliyahu, and rain falls on Erev Shabbos, it is

nothing but a sign of curse because it disrupts Shabbos preparations.




STATEMENT
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This is what Rabba bar Sheila said: "A rainy day is as difficult as the Day of Judgment."
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Amemar said: "Were it not that it is needed for the creatures, we would pray for mercy and abolish it."

STATEMENT
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And Rabbi Yitzchak said: Sunshine on Shabbos is charity to the poor, as it is stated: "But to you who fear My name

shall the sun of righteousness arise with healing in its wings."
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And Rabbi Yitzchak said: Great is the day of rain, for even a prutah in the pocketis blessed on it, as it is stated: "To

give the rain of your land inits season, and to bless all the work of your hand."

STATEMENT
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And Rabbi Yitzchak said: Blessing is found only in a thing hidden from the eye, as it is stated: "Hashem shall

command the blessing upon youinyour storehouses [asamecha, related to samuy, hidden]."”
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The school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: Blessing is found only in a thing over which the eye has no control, as it is

stated: "Hashem shall command the blessing upon youin your storehouses.”
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Our Rabbis taught: One who enters to measure his granary says: "May it be Your will, Hashem our G-d, that You send

blessing upon the work of our hands."
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Once he begins to measure, he says: "Blessed is He Who sends blessing upon this pile."”
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If he measured and afterward blessed, behold, this is a vain prayer,
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because blessing is not found in a thing weighed, nor in a thing measured, nor in a thing counted, but only in a thing

hidden from the eye.

STATEMENT
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Gathering, troops, charity, tithe, leader are a mne monic for the upcoming statements.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Great is the day of rain like the day of the gathering of the exiles, as it is stated: "Turn our
captivity, O Hashem, as the streams in the dryland,” and "streams” means nothing other than rain, as it is stated: "And

the channels of the sea were seen.”
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: Great is the day of rain, for even invading troops cease because of'it, as it is stated:

"Watering her ridges abundantly, settling her ridges [gedudeha, which can mean troops]."

STATEMENT
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And Rabbi Yochanan further said:

SUMMARY

The halachic and hashkafic flow of the daf teaches us that when a person's learning is difficult, he must increase his diligence
and review his studies multiple times, just as Reish Lakish and Rav Adda bar Ahava would review their leaming before
entering the shiur. If a community is suffering froma lack of rain, they must seek out those who know how to pray quietly and
sincerely; if their tefillos are still not answered, they must go to the most pious individual of the generation to daven for them.
The Gemara warns that one who is answered must remain humble, as pride brings anger into the world, just as discord

between Torah scholars causes the same. Finally, the Gemara emphasizes that true tefillah requires a person to place his entire




soul in his hands with absolute sincerity, though Hashemin His great mercy still forgives and accepts the prayers of the

community even when they are lacking.

WYn? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

We often look for shortcuts when things get tough, whether in our learning or in our daily avodah. The Gemara teaches us
that when learning feels as heavy and hard as iron, the true remedy is not to look for an easy way out, but to 'increase the
time we sit and study.’ Reish Lakish would review his learning forty times before even entering the shiur of his rebbe. True

connection to Torah and to Hashemis built on the sweat of preparation and the patience of repetition.

This same principle applies to our tefillah and our relationships. When the heavens seem closed like copper, we must seek out
those who know how to whisper heartfelt prayers, and we must pray with absolute sincerity, putting our very souls into our
hands. And when we do see success in our learning or our prayers, we must guard ourselves from the trap of pride, which only
brings anger into the world. Instead, we must remain humble, cooperative with our peers, and dedicated to the quiet, steady

work of growth.

Today, choose one piece of Torah or a specific tefillah, and review or say it with extra focus and preparation, rather than

rushing through it.
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