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LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf, we are zocheh to learn about the immense power of the mitzvos of tzedakah and ma'aser, and how Hashem opens
the windows of Shamayim to pour down shefa upon those who are nosei b'ol with their fellow Yidden. The Gemara brings us
a beautiful, warmstory of Rabbi Yohanan meeting the young son of Reish Lakish, showing us the sweet, sharp Torah of a

young child who reminds us of the deep emunah we must have in Hashem's promises.

We then move back to the sugya of rain and parnassah, where the Gemara discusses how Hashem provides for the world. We
learn about the differences between the falling of rain, which can come down even for the sake of a single yachid, and the
blessing of sustenance, which is brought down for the sake of the rabbim.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

STATEMENT
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The Torah says, “A tithe shall you tithe”; this can be expounded homiletically: Tithe your produce so that you will become
wealthy.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan found the young son of Reish Lakish and said to him: Recite to me your verse that you leamned today in

school!

STATEMENT
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The boy said to him: My verse is, “A tithe shall you tithe”.
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The boy then said to him: And what is the meaning of “A tithe shall you tithe”?
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Rabbi Yochanan said to him: Tithe your produce so that you will become wealthy.
QUESTION
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The boy said to him: From where do you know this?
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Rabbi Yochanan said to him: Go and test it out yourself by tithing.
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The boy said to him: And is it permitted to test the Holy One, Blessed be He? But isn't it written: “You shall not test
Hashem”?
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Rabbi Yochanan said to him: So said Rabbi Hoshaya: It is forbidden to test Hashem, except in this matter of tithing, as it is
stated: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and test Me now by this, says

Hashem of hosts, if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until there is more
than sufficiency”.
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The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of “until there is more than sufficiency [ad beli dai]”?
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Rami bar Chama said that Rav said: It means until your lips wear out [yivlu] from saying “Enough [dai]”.

STATEMENT
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The boy said to him: If T had reached there, to this verse in ny studies, I would not have needed you or Hoshaya your

teacher to tell me this, as the verse itself explicitly permits testing Hashem with tithes.
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And furthermore, Rabbi Yochanan found the young son of Reish Lakish sitting and reciting the verse: “The

foolishness of man perverts his way, and his heart frets against Hashem”.
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Rabbi Yochanan sat and wondered. He said: Is there anything written in the Writings [Kesuvim] that is not alluded to
in the Torah itself?
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The boy said to him: Is that to say that this idea is not alluded to in the Torah? But isn't it written regarding Yosef's
brothers: “And their heart failed them, and they turned trembling one to another, saying: What is this that G-d has done

to us?”, even though their own actions brought it upon them.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan raised his eyes and stared at him in astonishment. His mother came and took him away; she said to him:

Come away from before him, so that he does not do to youas he did to your father, Reish Lakish, who died following

Rabbi Yochanan's gaze.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Rain can fall for the sake of an individual, but sustenance comes only for the sake of many.
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We know that rain can fall for the sake of an individual, as it is written in the singular: “Hashem will open for you His

good treasure, the heaven, to give the rain of your land”.
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And we know that sustenance comes only for the sake of many, as it is written in the plural: “Behold, I will rain bread from

heaven for you”.
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The Gemara raises an objection froma Braisa: Rabbi Yosei son of Rabbi Yehuda says: Three good sustainers arose for

Israel; these are they: Moshe, Aaron, and Miriam.

STATEMENT
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And three good gifts were given through their agency; these are they: the well, the cloud, and the manna.




STATEMENT
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The well was in the merit of Miriam; the pillar of cloud was in the merit of Aaron; and the manna was in the merit of
Moshe.

STATEMENT
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When Miriam died, the well disappeared, as it is stated: “And Miriam died there,” and it is written immediately after

it: “And there was no water for the congregation”; and it returned in the merit of both of them, Moshe and Aaron.

STATEMENT
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When Aaron died, the clouds of glory disappeared, as it is stated: “And the Canaanite, the king of Arad, heard.” What
report did he hear? He heard that Aaron had died and the clouds of glory had disappeared, and he thought that

permission was given to him to wage war against Israel.

STATEMENT
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And this is as it is written: “And all the congregation saw that Aaron had died.”
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Rabbi Abbahu said: Do not read the word as “and they saw [vayiru],” but rather read it as “and they were seen

[vayyera'u]” because the protective clouds departed.
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This is as Reish Lakish expounded, for Reish Lakish said: The word ki serves in four meanings: if, perhaps, but,

because. Here it means 'because’—they were seen because Aaron died.

STATEMENT
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Both of them, the well and the clouds, returned in the merit of Moshe. When Moshe died, they all disappeared, as it is
stated: “And I cut off the three shepherds in one month.” But did they die in one month? Surely Miriam died in

Nissan, Aaron in Av, and Moshe in Adar!

EXPLANATION
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Rather, this teaches that the three good gifts that were given through them were annulled, and they all disappeared

in one month when Moshe died.
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Consequently, we find that sustenance, namely the manna, came for the sake of an individual, Moshe! This contradicts

Rabbi Yochanan's statement.
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The Gemara answers: Moshe is different; since he requested sustenance for the public, he is considered like the public

himself.
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The Gemara relates: Rav Huna bar Manoch, Rav Shmuel bar Idi, and Rav Chiyya of Vostanya were regularly found before

Rava as his disciples.

STATEMENT
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When Rava's soul came to rest, they came before RavPapa. Whenever he would say a halachic teaching to themand it

did not seemreasonable to them, they would wink at one another. Rav Papa felt weak in his mind from this.

STATEMENT
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They read to him in his dream the verse: “And I cut off the three she pherds.”
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The next day, when they were taking leave of him, he said to them: Let the Rabbis go in peace, wishing to part from them
before any harmbefell them.

STATEMENT
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Similarly, Rav Shimi bar Ashi was regularly found before Rav Papa, and he would ask him many difficult questions.
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One day, he saw him fall on his face in Tachanun, and he heard him say: May the Merciful One save me from the

embarrassment of Shimi!

STATEMENT
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Shimi accepted upon himself silence, and he did not ask him any more difficult questions.
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And even Reish Lakish holds that rain falls for the sake of an individual, as Reish Lakish said: From where is it derived

that rain falls for the sake of an individual?
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As it is written: “Ask of Hashem rain in the time of the latter rain, Hashem who makes lightnings, and He will give

them showers of rain, to every man grass in the field.”
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One might have thought it falls only for everyone; therefore the verse states: “to every man”, meaning even for one

individual.

STATEMENT
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And it was taught in a Braisa: If it says “to every man,” I might have thought it means for all of his fields; therefore the

verse states: “field” in the singular.

STATEMENT
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If it says “field,” I might have thought it means for the entire field; therefore the verse states: “grass”, meaning even fora

single patch of grass.
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This is like that of Rav Daniel bar Katrina, who had a certain garden. Every day he would go and inspect it. He would
say: This gardenbed needs water, and this garden bed does not need water. And rain would come and water only

wherever water was needed.
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The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of “Hashem who makes lightnings [chazizim]”?
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Rabbi Yoseison of Rabbi Chanina said: This teaches that for every righteous person, the Holy One, Blessed be He,

makes a lightning cloud for him individually.
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The Gemara asks: What are chazizim?
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Rav Yehuda said: Thin clouds [porchos].

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yochanan said: A sign of rain is the appearance of porchos.
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The Gemara asks: What are porchos?
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Rav Papa said: A thin cloud beneath a thick cloud.
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Rav Yehuda said: A light drizzle before the rain indicates that rain is coming; but a drizzle after the rain indicates that the

rainis stopping.
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A drizzle before the rain means rain is coming, and your mne monic is a sieve which lets fine dust through first. A drizzle after

the rain means the rain is stopping, and your mnemonic is goat dung which becomes thin at the end.
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Ulla happened to visit Babylonia; he saw thin clouds [porchos] and said to them: Clear your vessels inside, for now

rain is coming. In the end, no rain came.

STATEMENT
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He said: Just as the Babylonians are deceptive, so is their rain deceptive.
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On another occasion, Ulla happened to visit Babylonia; he saw a full basket of dates sold for a zuz.

STATEMENT
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He said: A full basket of honey for a zuz, and yet the Babylonians do not engage in Torah study when sustenance is so

cheap?
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At night, the dates pained him in his stomach. He then said: A full basket of knives for a zuz! No wonder the Babylonians
do engage in Torah study despite such pain!
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It was taught in a Braisa: Rabbi Eliezer says: The entire world drinks from the waters of the ocean, as it is stated:

“And a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.”
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Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: But are not the waters of the ocean salty?
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Rabbi Eliezer said to him: They are sweetened in the clouds.
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Rabbi Yehoshua says: The entire world drinks from the upper waters of heaven, as it is stated: “From the rain of

heaven it drinks water.”
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But how do I establish the verse: “And a mist went up from the earth™?
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This teaches that the clouds gather strength and rise to the sky, and open their mouths like a flask, and receive the

rain water, as it is stated: “They distill rain from its mist.”

STATEMENT
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And they are perforated like a sieve, and they come and drip water onto the ground, as it is stated: “A gathering of

water, thick clouds of the skies.”
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And there is no more than a hair's breadth between one drop and another, to teach you that the day of rains is as great

as the day on which heaven and earth were created.
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As it is stated regarding creation: “Who does great things past finding out,” and it is written regarding rain: “Who gives

rain upon the face of the earth,” linking them with the word 'finding out'.
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And it is written elsewhere: “Have you not known? Have you not heard? Hashem is the everlasting G-d... there is no

finding out of His understanding,” and it is written: “Who by His strength sets fast the mountains.”
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The Gemara asks: Like whom goes that which is written: “He waters the mountains from His upper chambers,” and
Rabbi Yochanan said: This means from the upper chambers of the Holy One, Blessed be He? Like whom is this? It is like

Rabbi Yehoshua, who says rain comes from the upper waters.

ANSWER
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And how does Rabbi Eliezer explain this? He would say: Since the ocean waters rise up there to the clouds, the verse calls

them “watering from His upper chambers.”
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Forif youdo notsayso, how do you find the fulfillment of the verse: “The dust and dirt from heaven”? Does dust actually

originate in heaven?
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Rather, since it is raised up there by the wind, the verse calls it “from heaven.” So too here: since the waters rise up there,

the verse calls them “from His upper chambers.”
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The Gemara asks: Like whom goes that which Rabbi Chanina said: “He gathers the waters of the sea togetheras a
heap; He lays up the deeps instorehouses.” What causes the storehouses of heaven to be filled with grain? The deeps
of the ocean. This is like Rabbi Eliezer.
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And Rabbi Yehoshua explains that verse as referring to...

SUMMARY

The Gemara begins with the famous drashah of 'Aser te'aser' —tithe so that you will become wealthy—explaining that ma'aser
is the one unique mitzvah where a Yid is permitted to test Hashem. After a touching exchange between Rabbi Yohanan and
the young son of Reish Lakish regarding the source for this and how a person’s own foolishness brings him trouble, the
Gemara transitions to the halachos of rain. Rabbi Yohanan teaches that while rain can fall for an individual, sustenance
(parnassah) requires the merit of the community, which the Gemara analyzes by looking at the three great sustainers of Klal
Yisrael in the midbar—Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam—and the three gifts of the manna, the clouds of glory, and the well that

were given in their merit.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Gemara on today's daf teaches us a profound lesson about how we view the challenges and blessings in our lives. We see
the young son of Reish Lakish quoting the pasuk, "The foolishness of man perverts his way, and his heart frets against the
Lord." How often do we make poor choices, neglect our spiritual growth, or act with impulsivity, only to turn around and cry
out, "Why is Hashem doing this to me?” This is the ultimate trick of the yetzer hara—to blind us to our own actions and make
us feel like victims of Heaven. True avodah begins with taking responsibility for our choices instead of blaming Hashem for

the natural consequences of our mistakes.

On the other hand, the Gemara shows us the path of absolute trust through the mitzvah of tzedakah: "Tithe so that you will
become wealthy.” Hashemactually invites us to test Himin this one area. When we open our hands to give, even when we
feel we cannot afford it, we are not losing; we are opening the channels of shefa. The key to receiving the ultimate blessing

—where our lips are worn out fromsaying "enough”—is to step out of our self-centered calculations and trust in His promise.

Today, when you face a frustration or setback, do notlet your heart fret against Hashem. Instead, take a moment to look
inward with honesty. Then, find one small way to give tzedakah or help another Yid, trusting fully that Hashem will return

the blessing to you in abundance.
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